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NCE AGAIN it is the Ch ristmas 
season and once again mankind Cannes 
faith and finds hope in the fountain of the Christmas Story — and 
that peace and good will which all men lo/ig for, come a little 
nearer to us all. 


It is our sincere wish for every family in our Brotherhood 
that all will find new courage and deterniination to strengthen 
them in these troubled times . Our wish for you too , is that you may 
find true peace in your own lives and enjoy to the fullest a joyful 
holiday season. 


Sincerely, 


' ^ 


Iiiter national President 
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Hurricane and Harmony Mark Convention 


4 |NK Union- One Brotherhood 
^ -We Co Forward Together! 
That was I lie theme of our Twenty- 
Pun rt 1 1 Convention just concluded 
in Miami imil no* even a hurricane 
could mar the spirit of harmony 
anti progress that characterized 
oar meet there. While the 2,647 
delegates representing the largest 
convention in one history worked 
together in a true spirit of Brother- 
hood and cooperation, the elements 
were anything hilt friendly and we 
venture to say in years to come, our 
Twenty-Fourth < '(invention will 
ever he spoken of ns the "Conven- 
tion of the Big Wind** or the 
" Hurricane Convention/* 

Brothers, we had a lot of dele- 
gates present at our convention 
and we know they have brought 
the report hack to you concerning 


all that transpired in that memor- 
able three-day meeting, but we feel 
that every action, every del ail of 
that meeting is of interest to you. 
so we are attempting to bring to 
you here in picture and story as 
full an account of what went on 
as space will allow. 

Mammoth Hall 

To start from the beginning, tiie 
convention was held at the huge 
Dinner Key Auditorium, This is 
a mammoth haU t originally two 
Navy blimp hangers, it was con- 
verted into one huge convention 
auditorium. A big burn of a place, 
unless you saw tin* "lie fore and 
after/' you couldn’t know what a 
good job the decorators did to make 
an attractive meeting place for us. 
Drapes in blue and gray were hung 


from ceiling hi I lour and color fully 
decorated at evenly spaced inter- 
vals with the flag* of the Cnited 
States and i 'amt da and our emblem 
in full color. A huge elevated stage 
was erected at one end of ihv audi- 
torium and was beautifully draped 
ami decorated with palms. The 
background of this stage featured 
the Brotherhood emblem 12 feel in 
diameter and across the top of the 
stage ran our Convention motto — 
"One Union — One Brotherhood — - 
We (Jo Forward Together/' 
h was indeed a fitting setting for 
the biggest run veil lion in our his- 
tory and oil Monday morning, 
October 16 at 10 o'clock, a mighty 
organ rolled forth the stirring 
strains of our "Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner*’ and the Canadian National 
Aid Item, and it was a t ruly in- 
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spiring sight to sec more than 
3500 delegates ami visitors rise ami 
with a mighty voice pay tribute U* 
I he countries t hat represent a bul- 
wark of 4 lemur rnry in a world lie- 
set by evils of tolalilaniinisUL 

The ronvenl ion was opened by 
Frank 1*. It or lie, chairman of the 
Convention roinmiltee and pres- 
ident of \j. l\ No. 34J* and the 
Florida Federation of Labor, 

Temporary Chairman Hoc he pre- 
sented Father John J, Druhttn, 
S.J. who asked find *8 blessing on 
the del iberal ions of the ( Wveiition, 

Greetings From Ching 

Brother Itoehe next introduced 
Mr. William McAllister, 1 . S. Com- 
missioner of Labor, who brought 
greetings from C'ynis Thing, na- 
lional director and \\\ S* Fierce, 
regional director of the Federal 
Mediation and < 'oneilialion Serv- 
ice, and offered the assistance of 
his whole department to the Elec- 
trical Workers in any problems 
which 1 hey might have. 

Next the Honorable William 
Wolfarth, mayor of Miami, ad- 
dressed the session briefly, saying 
that the Miami city fathers consid- 
ered it u great honor to have our 
convention come to Miami, fie 
paid a fine tribute to our organiza- 
tion when he said, “ I know you 
have been concerned with not only 
the betterment of the members of 



Above: Some of the hun- 
dreds of convention dele* 
Kates are shown as I hey 
registered at conclave head* 
quarters in Ihe McAllister, 


Right : Miami Mayor William 
Wolfarth welcomes delegates 
to his fabulous metropolis, 


Below: K, M, Williams of 

Local Union T welcomes a 
canine visitor who wandered 
about the Con ven I ion door. 
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Above* : This scene was dup- 
licated many times during 
con vi-irt iim ns delegates arose 
lo give rousing ovations In 
l hr many talented and vigor- 
ous orators who appeared be- 
fore (he attending delegates, 

Left: Frank G. Roche, whn 
served as chairman of the 
convention committee, tells 
delegates of arrange men Is, 

Below ; The head table of 
the ladies 1 luncheon, held 
in connection with fashion 
show, was one in Itself. 


tin 1 llrntherhond. Inti also with lltt 1 
bettcrmeni of your fellow man ami 
doing the best possible job In tie 
ret nil 1 ring of top-liutcli service.'* 

Teamwork Lauded 

Following Mayor Wulfarth* t’it\ 
Mann per I liehscn Kencrehm ex 
ten i led greetings 1 o nil our mem* 
tiers* lie was followed by Mr 
MelJregur Smith, president of the 
Florida Power and Light l*om 
I may, Mr. Smith gave a live in 
t e resi i ng ml dr ess on the growth of 
Miami ami her eoiTosponilin.'ji 
power growth, lie spoke of the 
uotH 1 labor-management relations 
existing in Florida and said he fell 
miracles eon Id he accomplished un- 
der the American frcc-manngemcni 
system with leant work. Mr. Smith 
paid high tribute to the integrity 
of our iTjnvscnni lives and organ- 
izers when lie said. “ J have nhvnys 
found the lenders representing yon 
on your side of the tahle to he just 
as sincere mid honest as the men 
.sitting un the other side of He 
table. I wind you to know, gentle 
men, that I have just as much eon 
ftdonro in the vice president repre- 
senting this region as I have in 
any one of ottr six vice presidents. 

Aunt hei impressive part of Mi 
Smith's speech came when he 
quoted mi Admiral speaking of the 
performance of the company and 
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Above; Partial view of the convention 
auditorium as delegates applauded. 

Right : Delegates mill about in lobby 
of McAllister* N*ih* IREW emblrms*. 

our members during the wm\ lie 
quoted the Admiral as saying; 

1+ You deli v c re< 1 — on eh ami e v c ry 
one of you — from 1 lie executives in 
the front office lo the- men who 
( Mini) the pules. Where we called 
lot' power, we gut power and nut 
I hank God — alibis. ’ * 

Versatile .McGregor Smith con- 
cluded His pari on the program 
with a lively harmonica rendition 
of 1 * Swancc 1 J i v cr, ' 4 wh i e h was 
much enjoyed by the delegates. 

Other Speakers 

Other persons who spoke briefly 
at thr opening session were Dr. J. 
T. Wilson, superintendent of Dade 
Goitnly Board of Public Instruc- 
tion, dames Sullivan* sheriff of 
Dude County, and K. h. Thayer, 
of the Interna tioiml Typographical 
rnioiu At the conclusion of their 
interesting remarks. Temporary 
Ghairman Prank llodie turned the 
chair over lo International Pres- 
ident D. W. Tracy, who gave a 
stirring keynote address. In Ids 
address President Tracy empha- 
sized many points which he had 
presented in his report to l Fie con- 
vention. Because we feel that 
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Above: The Rev. John J. 

hruhan, S* J,, delivering the 
first convention invocation* 

Three generations of me ru- 
bers were represented at the 
convention. At above left. 
Vice President Barker is 
presenting a 50-year pin to 
Brother Harry G* Fox, At 
left. Brother Barker obligates 
James N. Fox, while bis 
father, son of Harry G* 
Fox, watches the ceremonies* 

Below : < '(invention dele gales 
watch the increasing winds 
from outside the convention 
hall, as hurricane gains force. 
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Above: William McAllister, t .S. ( om* 
miKsiinuT of Labor, addresses meet. 


Above rfftht: A newspaper photon* 
raphe r snaps Hecft’tirj Milne and 
President Tracy in huddle u( root rum* 


Bitfht : The hi 1 delegates came from far- 
away, cold Alaska to attend conven- 
tion in balmy, I topical city of Miami. 


Below: Members of the important 

coin mil t ee on reNnhiljoMN, I hose dele- 
gates helped make niUUornii* rfetffvioiiM. 
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Above*: Mrs. Else lUir- 
gess, who is siuierviaor 
iif the bookkeeping de- 
partment. exhibits cn*v 
holding mileage checks* 

Below : Doris ['Vunian 
am! Helen La tllHv pass 
out copies of I be Jour- 
nal on last tlay of nren* 
lv fourth eon vent ion. 


Vbove: tatst rfay'^ run* 
vmilino proceeding* are 
mailed by I. It. K. \V. 
stulT lo the do legal es* 

Left * View of tempo- 
rary oflices oil the mi /- 
canine of McAllister. 

Hr luw : Marian Mirim lie 

sort* voucher slips* af- 
ter the big "pa>-ttlT7* 


Page Eight 


The Electrical Workers' 



Chock in ^ 1 lu* mil call of delegates fur the printer arc (Jcfi to right) Research Director William \V. 
Mrs, Dorothy Cherry, Secretary J. Scot | Milne- and Miw« Benmtliiic Muitltrt* Robbins chocks credentials. 



Right: VBs* Marie Bryce 

docs last-minute convention 
typing for Prejfident Tracy. 


Above: Rita Harden pins 

badge on Charlie Paulsen* 
L»U* 134, while Mon Faiicey 
does the same for Gerry 
SI much* Mask an delegate- 

Below ; Secretary Milne 
checks name** for delegate 
badges with Rita Harden. 
Stuff Ju*(ii the convent ion's 
business going very smoothly* 


V hove : Howard Wright of 
L O. gives lust mileage check 
to Robert MacGregor, 


Relo* ; Miss Mae Bow e gives 
lips on Miami sight -seeing. 


t 
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The International Executive Council Report Committee adjourned the business 
at band to have a photograph taken on the final day of (he convention's session* 


President Tracy’s report mu 1 that 
of t he International Secretary, 
have vital in formal ion of interest 
to every mom her of our Brother- 
hood t \ve ale f irint ln^ them for you 
here in full in our Journal. We 
are also bringing you in their en- 
tirety several of the in format ive 

addresses dclive? h ed at our 

lion. 

Some of I he highlighis of Pros- 

Lefl: City Manager Chelsea Scncrchia 
gave delegates a grand welcome* 

Below : Ini ernat tonal Vice President 
Oscar llarbak, I* resident Tracy. Sec- 
retary Milne pose with the delega- 
tion frnni Hawaii, attired in costume. 




blent Tracy s address may be sum* 
iiiamcd briefly: *• Labor will give 
unstinting cooperation in the pres- 
ervation of our Government. The 
defense effort will be made more 
effect ive, however, if the oppres- 
sive anti- labor laws now on the 
Federal and State statute books are 
removed/' President Tracy also 
stressed: 11 This is not t he time 
for private wars between manage- 
ment and hi I tor. The road must be 
opened to full cooperation* The 
Tafl- Hartley Act and the little 
Taft- Hartley Acts of the States are 
blocks in that road of cooperation 
and they must be lifted quickly 
and sincerely/ ’ 

Unity Seen 

Another encouraging note stress- 
ed in Ins address centered on: 
41 Labor is closer to unity in lids 
country today than it has ever 
been in the past. The members of 
organized labor and their leaders 
are eager for unity, and I am 
hopeful that our efforts will be 
crowned with ultimate success* 
Some of the important strides 
made by our Brotherhood in the 
two years since our last Conven- 
tion may lie condensed thus: “The 
over-all advance in organization 
by the Brotherhood, is demonstrat- 
ed by the increase in our member- 
ship which amounts to a 20 per- 
mit rise in the last two years. . . . 
Exclusive bargaining rights have 
been won on the properties of 
many large companies in the elec- 
tric light and power field; also in 
the field of manufacturing .-electri- 
cal equipment, including equip- 
ment for telephone communica- 
tions. . . , Local unions of the LB. 
EAV, now have agreements with 
more than 700 radio stations and 
fiO television stations and more 
than r>0 percent of tile technicians 
and engineers in the radio broad- 
casting and television industry are 
organized under the Brotherhood's 
banner , n President Tracy stressed 
further that “Great gains have 
also been made on the political 
front and in t lie field of legisla- 
tion/* 

At the opening of the first days 
afternoon session, President Tracy 
read a special message to our 
Twenty-Fourth Convention from 
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President Truman. \Yc quote it 
here for you : 

“Dear Mr. Tracy : 

Tltjuik you for your cordial 
imitation to address Hie 24th 
Biennial Convention of I he lit* 
torn mi intuil Brotherhood of KU*e- 
I rival Workers. 1 am sorry lo .say 
il will I iv impossible for me In tin 
so been use of the pressure of 
official business here in Washing 
ton. Ilmvrvei; I wish you wouM 
extend my hearty greetings In 
Hie officers, delegates and mem* 
tiers in nttendnnee and my I test 
wishes for n sum*sftful and eon- 
atruetivc ttuKtlfng in the iutereuJ 
of your members and all llu* in* 
iliiKtrivs and communities they 
serve. 

“With a greatly stepped 11 p 
program to protect our nation 
from across ton t limit ruin g our 
democrntie way of fife ami the 
destruction of fiTt*doiil Having 
peoples your union and all 
other American workers will be 
vallvd il [miii to cooperate with 
oilier groups to produce needed 
inn levin Is in ever growing quan- 
tities, l know they can hr de- 
pended upon to achieve all 
necessary mails in the interact 
and for the welfare of our bc- 
loved country. 

“Very sincerely yours, 

flutin' S, Truman" 

other letters and telegrams were 
also read including one from tlu* 
president of the National Kiwi rival 
t ’out rae tors* Association, Edward 
Vunderlimle. The NKCA eon- 


A Hove, left: James Lance, secretary 
of Law Committee, reading the report. 

Above, right: One nf (he ovations the 
delegates gave distinguished speakers. 

verted in Los Angeles on the same 
day that our Convention opened in 
Miami, Mr. Vandcrlinde's message 
was just another expression of the 
exeel lent relations which exist be- 
tween the Brotherhood and our 
employers in the construct ion Held. 
Mr VntideriiiidcV; mess: tec* staled 
in pnrt : 

' * t tin* oi my long standing de- 
sires lias been lo personally thank 
the Biulherhmid and its officers for 
their help in resolving iinlusl ry 
problems, 

"Through mutual and whole- 
hearted cooperation «m the part of 
the leaders of the Internal imml 
brotherhood of Hlect rival Workers 
and the National Klee I rival Con* 
tract ms* Association, w© have set 
the pace of progress for the entire 
building industry, 

"For thirty years our Council 
on Industrial U e tali o n s lias 
through courtesy* dignity* honesty, 
ami justice been a levelling in- 
ti uci ire, creating him tinny where 
otherwise only strife would pre- 
vail. 

"Cur -Joint Apprentice Train- 
ing Program has keen cited by 
Federal agencies for its excellency 
in operation, resulting in the uni- 
form (low of highly skilled uum 
into our industry, 

"Our joint approach lo I lie 
many and varied problems of the 



Executive Council Member Broach ex* 
plains a [mini to delegates. 



iVli'Gregor Smith, Honda Power and 
Light President, played harmonica. 
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Illicitae preoccupation with business at hand is displayed by these delegates sitting in the caucus of the Fifth District, 


electrical industry with their re- 
sultant benefits to employe, em- 
ployer and the general public are 
outstanding achievements* 

1 ' W e ha »k fonva rd with confi- 
dence and assurance that our 
future leadership will progress m 
its cooperation, eommensuriitc with 
industry expansion and human re* 
qui remen Is, 1 1 

At the next point of the pm* 
coed intis the delegates were privi- 
leged to witness an interesting and 
impressive ceremony, brother Har- 
ry II. Fox was presented wit'll Ids 
50-year pin and sc mil in the pres- 


ence of his son who is a member 
of the I.B.E.W. and ids grandson, 
who was obligated in the Brother- 
hood Ivy Vice President Barker im- 
mediately following the 50-year 
presentation ceremonies. The throe 
genera lions of Electrical Workers 
received loud applause from the 
delegation. 

Law Committee Reports 

The next item on the convent ion 
agenda was live report of the Law 
Committee and the subsequent 
act ion taken by the delegates on 
its recommendation. This part of 


our convention work is always of 
supreme importance and is m 
handled by the delegates. This 
work of the convent ion governs the 
changes in our Constitution by 
which all the members of our 
Brotherhood arc governed. It is 
serious work and is so treated by 
the delegates. You could have 
heard a pin drop as riutirmim 
John F, Quociicv addressed the 
convent ion and called upon Sec- 
retary flames Lance lo begin read- 
ing the report. 

Within -SO days from the close 
of the convention, a revised Con* 




Al left; Charles M. Fan I sen, chairman of Internationa! Executive Council, addresses the delegates. At right; Secretary 
Milne and President Tracy, at rostrum, listen as radio broadcast of hurricane warning is delivered over the loudspeaker. 
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A speaker at the Fourlh District caucus receives the applause of those attending an he resumes his seat at convention. 


stitution will go tu every local 
union in our Brotherhood, but wo 
summarize fur you here some of 
the vum import ttni ehatigcs af- 
fected in our governing medium. 

Our * ' ( Hi juris 1 * were amended 
<m recomrucndalioti of tin* Interna- 
t ion a I Secret u ry hy Milistitutinir 
wording Hint would correct 1 lie 
ini ) tre.Hsimi that the l.B.E.W. is m\ 
organization of skilled elect ricinn-s 
only. 

Article X. Section !h 10. and 11, 
relative to the authority of the In- 
ternational President to levy as- 
sessments to replenish the various 
funds of the Internal ional when 
they full lielow certain amounts 
was deleted. 

Pension Plan Discussed 

Regarding Article XII which 
concerns our pension plan. as al- 
ways. many resolutions for changes 
in our system were proposed hy 
various local unions. After eon* 
siderahle dismission the conven- 
tion adopted the reeommeiidal ion 
of the InlcrmM ional Secretary 
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Above; Eijdilh District 
caucus completely filled 
meeting hall assigned. 


Left: Mrs. D, W. Tracy 
congratulates Secretary 
Milne after election. 


Below; Caucus of Elev- 
enth District was held 
on floor of convention. 



which provided that all proposals 
affecting the Pension Fund be re- 
ferred to the incoming Executive 
Council for a special study, and 
that a referendum vote be sub- 
mitted to the M A n membership 
not later than August 31, 1951. 

Article XIV, Section 9, provid- 
ing that local unions collecting as- 
sessments on overtime shall pay 
15 percent, of the amount so col- 
lected to the International Office, 
was deleted. 

Article XIV Amended 

Article XIV was also amended 
by the addition of a new section 
to provide for an assessment of 10 
cents per month on all M A M mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood excel) t 
those on pension, to cover cost of 
maintaining the continuous stand- 
ing and benefits of all "A M mem- 
bers going into military service. 

Article XV, Section 2 was 
amended to read that "The type 
of work and the terr itory or juris- 
diction covered by a charter must 
be defined in approved local union 
bylaws M rather than in the body 
of the charter as has been the prac- 
tice. 

In Article XV, Section 8, dele- 
tion of the letter k TV was made 
in the statement, "Tire I.P. is em- 
powered to charter local unions of 
‘BA* or "IV members engaged in 
the miscellaneous branches of the 
electrical industry . 17 
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Traffic moves cautiously on Miami’s waterfront as hurricane flags shudder 
warnings and palms bow before rising might of blow which recessed conclave. 


Article XVII. Section 7 was 
amended to provide that six copies 
of construction agreements and all 
other agreements* five copies. In? 
submitted to the International 
I 'resident instead of in duplicate 
as previously. 

Article XVIII, Sections 9, 12 
and l-S were amended to provide 
that the Internationa! President 
might grant special dispensation 
to hold nominations, elections and 
installation of officers in a month 
other than June it* good cause is 
shown. 

Article XVI 1 1, Section 10 was 
a me* ed by dm addition of the 
win * •Mmmediafeiy” in die fob 
lowing sentence, thus: No member 
is eligible for office “unless he has 
I men a member in eon t imams good 


standing at least two years in the 
L. l\ immediutchf prior to nomina- 
tions/ ' 

Paragraph Added 

In Article XXVfl, a new para* 
graph was added before Section 
2. paragraph Hi. to read: “It shall 
not 1*0 considered an offense when 
a L t . mails out — or posts in a con- 
spicuous place — -a sample of the 
official ballot to be a soil in any 
L. l\ ejection. However, the sam- 
ple shall not carry any markings of 
any kind — except that the word 
‘SAMPLE* shall appear promi- 
nently across die face of the ballot. 
The sample shall otherwise he an 
exact duplicate 1 of the official ballot 
to be used.” 

Article XXVIII, Section 7, af- 


fecting railroad and pullnian work- 
ers was amended* by adding the 
following wording “It is hereby 
provided, however, that under no 
circumstances shall they (railroad 
and pul I man Electrical Workers) 
do any construction or reconstruc- 
tion work where building trades 
mechanics arc doing work m con- 
nection with it, unless by mutual 
agreement between the Interna- 
tional Vice Presidents whose local 
unions arc involved. If these fail 
to agree, the matter may be re- 
ferred to die l.l\ for decision." 

We have given you here a brief 
summary of the changes in our 
roust it iitioiu The Law Committee 
report was interrupted several 
times, for the speeches of Secre- 
tary of Labor Tobin and A. F. of 
L, President Urecn (which speech- 
es arc set flown for you here in 
dieir entirety) and for the first 
day’s adjournment. 

Continuous Session 

On Tuesday afternoon, the con- 
vention delegates waived t he noon 
recess and stayed in continuous 
session until 2:J0 when we were 
forced to adjourn because of the 
hurricane. We had been warned to 
clear die auditorium at tins time 


When hurricanes head inland, every* 
ime Et>es tu work. Here two wait- 
ers are erecting cafe’s storm shutters. 


hum/cave 
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ami u rge nil delegates 1o return to 
their hot I rooms ami stay there 
while the hurricane was in force. 
In spile o I' the storm warning, tin 1 
various district can smses were held 
on Tuesday afternoon before the 
delegates .set out for their hotels. 

Our delegates are surely very 
familiar with the events of t he 
next few hours and have probably 
told 1 lie Brothers and Sisters at 
home all about it. 

Hurricane Hits 

Our convention adjourned at 
2 >tf) Tuesday afternoon to recon- 
vene the following morning at l ) 
o'eloek. Bui 1 lie convention could 
not open on that day, for the 
Miami area had the worst hum* 
eane it has had since the terrific 
storm of 1H2G, and In some respects 
this storm was even worse, but did 
not have as telling effect because 
the natives were more prepared for 
it. 

On Wednesday morning at U 
o'clock there was no power in the 
auditorium, consequently no pub- 
lic address system, the hall was 
full of water and the road to Din- 



Angry waves and rushing winds of approaching Hurricane lash the shore of 
Miami's beautiful Bayfront 1’ark before McAllister Hotel, I HEW headquarters. 



Faces contorted into seeming smiles by fi.i-mile wind, a 
family heads for hotel. Woman was later blown down. 



Shot from hole! entrance, aid are shows helpless woman 
pedestrian hurled to pavement by force of terrible gale. 


Page Sixteen 


The Electrical Workers' 


iu*r Key was practically impass- 
ably strewn as it was with tree 
trunks, parts of roofs and other 
debris. 

Hut let us tell you a little about 
that hurricane. 

Tin* storm, whose winds reached 
125 miles nit hour over Miami, 
killed one person, injured scorns of 
others and did more than $KM0H r - 

000 worth of damage on Miami's 
fumed eottst. You ran see from the 
pictures here in your Jopknwl a 
little of the terrific bent mg which 
that vicious hurricane vented on 
its victims. Mure Mum 500 families 
were left homeless in Miami, Miami 

1 teach and Hollywood. In Hialeah 
alone, roofs of 50 homes were lifted 
off their moorings. 

Cabanas Blown Away 

Out mi Miami Beach, cabanas 
were ripped from their concrete 
foundations and blown away. 
Hundreds of huge palm trees 
were uprooted and many, more 
Mum a foot or foot and a half in 
diameter, were snapped right off 
in the middle as if they were 
match stems go great was the 



Workmen remove broken glass from window oT convention hotel shattered at 
height of hurricane when winds were raging maximum velocity of 123 



IJaiti am! tides brought high water as another plague. This 
road is on islands of Biscay ne Bay on Venetian Causeway, 


Chimney blew down, pierced roof, dumped deluge of water 
into room of llerh Pettit and wife of Local 3S7, Phoenix. 
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This fur (above) parki-fl 
<m CoIJiiiH Avenue, main 
sired of Miami Beach, 
look* like a victim of war- 
time bombing. Ealimaie 
was uf SHi million dam- 
ages in the Miami area. 

This stop signal (left) 
hung on corner of Flagler 
and Biscay ne Boulevard 
he I ore the blow hut the 
next morning it was found 
in I he gutter a block 
down the famed drive. 

Below: This twisted tangle 
of steel was a radio tower 
which had stood in many 
a blow until the fury of 
tile gale hurled it down. 



force tif i he wind. When the 
storm subsided, mini}* of the 
lien mi fill hotel lobbies were left 
with a three* foot residue of solid 
mi their lush rugs. 

Many of our delegates who 
were housed in hotels In Miami 
Mem- 1 1 were left roomless after 
the storm. Many bad their clothes 
mnl miter belongings water snak- 
ed and a few had their ears badly 
damaged. A siiopped-nlt pine tree 
and a Hunting roof just about de- 
molished the beautiful new green 
Mercury convertible of one of our 
delegates on ils first run to 
Miami, 


Palms Shudder 

Home of us watched the fury 
of tin 1 storm from the 1 JS.K.W 
oilier in the lliscnyrie Room of tin* 
Me A I lister Hotel. Wc watched a 
heavy l ruffle light on the cornel 
swing spasmodically back and 
forth in I lie terrific wind and n 
huge palm shudder and sigh in 
the force of the storm. A hi ml 
It 0*1*1 ne k water began in pour 
into the ronin and it literally 
seemed to roek. The hot *- 1 au- 
thorities ordered us to get out 
a i mice, since it was an exposed 
purl inn of the hotel with windows 
on all sides and they feared it 
would collapse. Wc took our 
valuable records and equipment 
nntl those all-important checks 
for [lay-off to the delegates and 
got on I of the office as hurriedly 
as possible. 
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The next morning 1 lie traffic 
light we had watched was found 
smashed three blocks away and 
the mighty palm tree with others 
lay broken across Biscay ne Boule- 
vard* 

Many of our delegates had in* 
t crest in g e x pe nr lives t o re! u t e. 
George Begun T I ’resident of L. IV 
374, Bremerton says he wit tidied 
what he tliought was it portion 
of a tar-paper roof being hurled 
through the air, it was violently 
slammed against an automobile 
and lay on the street. It stirred 
again and legs and arms emerged. 
The tar- paper roof was a man in 
a dark overcoat, caught up in the 
fury of the storm and left in- 
jured and bleeding on the pave- 
ment until watchers could take 
advantage of a lull in the winds 
violence and bring him into the 
comparative safety of a hotel 
lobby. 

Humorous Spots, Too 

There were humorous little in- 
cidents too. The wife of one dele- 
gate told us she was frightened 
to death in her top-floor hotel 
room and begged her husband 
to go with her to the safer sanc- 
tum of the hotel lobby. But friend 
husband was so engrossed ill the 
reading of “Forever Amber’* that 
lie was well nigh impervious to 
the storm and it was not until 
Hie glass from their window raiue 
shattering down and knocked the 
hook from his haml that he eon- 



Emblematic of the prop- 
erly damage caused is 
this cast-iron lamp post 
snapped off at its base 
by velocity of the wind. 

This frailer resident had 
sufficient forethought to 
K o in advance to a hurri- 
cane shelter and was not 
hurl. Note blowing palms 
in picture* Winds were 
high on the following day. 

Below: Palatial homes on 
Miami Beach did not es- 
cape damage. One on left 
is partial! y u n r o o fed. 
“Glass house * 1 on right 
had storm shutters ripped 
off and windows smashed. 
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Above: No school on I ho 
day after blow, so throe 
children joined the adults 
in viewing storm's havoc. 

Left : At Honey Plaza, 

where Bricklayers were in 
convention, this bench ca- 
bana crashed before wind. 
Kiting debris crashed the 
windows of the Honey's 
bn II room, wrecked interior. 

Lower left ; Another radio 
tower, downed by the gale, 
is cleared away next morn. 

Hetow ; Clamshell went to 
work at daybreak after 
the hurricane to clear the 
streets of broken branches 
and m! ripped palm fronds. 
Sightseeing parties in cars 
also helped to jam streets, 


sen toil to leave for safer ami 
drier <| Harters. 

Perhaps some of our delegates 
were more frightened than they 
would allow anyone to think they 
were. But nr any rate t lie lo l low- 
ing is one experience we missed. 
It happened to one of the Brick- 
layers whose eouvetition ran si- 
multaneously with ours on Miami 
Beach. Incidentally if was three 
days before the Bricklayers could 
get their eouveitlioit underway 
again. The incident we want to 
mention, however, occurred at the 
height o f tii e at arm when a 
frenzied delegate sought out lie 
termitinnnl Secretary Murphy and 
asked I hal I he beneficiary mi Ids 
Death Deri ill rule be changed til 
once* When Secretary Murphy 
insisted that it was neither the 
time or the [dace for Hindi net ion, 
the delegate insisted that it was 
definitely the time and he didn't 
can- about the place and would 
mil desist until Mr. Murphy hail 
at least made a not a lion of it. 

Great Clean-Up Job 

When the storm subsided the 
people of Miami did n marvelous 
job of cleaning up. Workmen 
went on the job at once and 
worked long hard hours to get the 
city back on its feel again. 
Thousands were without Water 
and light and telephone service, 
without roofs and windows. 
Streets were literally impassable 
with debris but within a few days. 
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Miami whs nearly back to normal 
with only 1 oi’it palms a ml shrubs 
bearing mule evidence of what 
had gone before. 

Our convention delegates, linii- 
dreds of whom wore linemen and 
inside w i revue u, generously offer- 
ed their servin'* to Miami and 
Miami Dench to aid in restoring 
the power supply. 

There was a note of sadness in 
the ei iv mop-up, particularly for 
us in ( lie I.D.B.W. Three of our 
members, line men employed by 
the Florida Power and Light 
Company lost their lives repair- 
ing storm damage. Two were 
losi on the same pole. Long hours 
and devotion to duty perhaps 
made l hem indifferent to their 
own safety* We sincerely regret 
this great loss. 

Auditorium Restored 

At Dinner Key Auditorium, a 
mammoth job was done to get the 
hall in order for the Thursday 
morning session. Workmen mop- 
ped up water, repaired tables and 
lights and even restored decora- 
lions, moved in a portable gen era- 
tor bemuse power in the area was 
dead, and our session opened 
promptly on schedule. 

It would seem that any session 
following in the wake of a hur- 
ricane would luck something of 
interest and spirit. Not so the 
session which turned out to he the 
ihiiil day of an eventful conven- 
tion, The delegates were all pnr- 



Above: Icemen were ha tid- 
ed a prominent role by 
the winds which downed 
wires and sent electric re- 
frigerator owners in line 
to get I heir ice from track. 

Uight: In a playful mood, 
wind deposited I his statue 
on ground as its base was 
overturned hy big Kale. 

Lower left: Miami's traf- 
fic, day after blow, moved 
at snail's pace until sig- 
nals could he re-installed. 

Lower right: This crew is 
taking dangerously- lilting 
i I him ilia ting lamp and pole 
down lest it cause injury. 
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Above; Harassed sw itch board opera- 
tors at McAllister Hotel kept work- 
ing their boards at hurricane's height, 
routing rails from anxious stay-at- 
homes. Some did not go ofT the job 
fur two full days during emergency. 


Above: Men aw armed up poles before 
daybreak ami alter dark to hasten re- 
pairs lo city's devastated power fa- 
rib lies. These men are on a new 
pole which was set to replace one 
snapped ufF by gale of hurricane force. 

Below; In order to give lights and 
power for convention, mobile genera- 
tor operated second day after gale. 


jiose ninl seriousness and drove 
hard to accomplish nil the I mini 
ness before them with dispatch. 

They were addressed early In 
the day by Joseph I), Keenan, 
Director of Labor's League for 
Puli tienl Ed neat inn and n mem- 
ber of our L, l\ 134 of Chicago. 

Brother Keenan gave a fiery 
address. We mini it here fur Only 
one reason. It was pre-election 
ammunition and would lose its 
strength and appeal if read now 
that the election is over. How- 
ever, Brother Keenan gave the 
picture as he saw it, straight 
from the shoulder and no one who 
heard him had a doubt hi M that 
the 2600 elieering delegates would 
be at the polls Licet ion Day and 
many more with them. 

Generous Response 

Following his add ress, a ha I 
was passed or rather a log ear 
inn to hold all the contributions, 
ami the sum of 1 .W was mil - 
lected for Labor's League, 

Following Mr, Keenan’s ad- 
dress, the firsi agenda of busi- 
ness for this morning session was 
election of officer* for the ensu- 
ing four-year term. 

Ii was good to hear the speeches 
of our Brothers landing the in- 
tegrity, honesty and sincerity of 
purpose of the officers they pro- 
posed to serve mint her four years 
All officers were mmiiimonsly re- 
elected. 

Following the elect ton of offi- 
cers an exciting period of nomi- 
nations for the next convention 
city took place. The following 
cities were nominated : Cleveland. 
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Chicago, Nan hVancisco ami f - 

tie. Scuttle was the overwhelming 
choice of 1 hr* convention delegates 
in spite of the persuasive argu- 
merits advanced by the enthusias- 
tic Iraekem of the other cities* 
San Francisco had even brought 
a miniature clanging cable ear, so 
characteristic of their city, which 
was drawn on to the convention 
stage at the strategic moment* 
The next business before I he 
convention was the Report of the 
Appeals and Grievance Commit’ 
tee chaired by Frank Graham of 
li. I 1 . 59, A number of cases were 
brought before the con vent ion anil 
speedily acted upon* 


nut tee gave high tribute to many 
phases of the Secretary’s work 
and tlie operations of the MV. ami 
paid special tribute to the work 
of the JOTHXAL and Research 
Departments. 

Leo j. Hennessey of L. I], No. 
1, next reported for the Commit- 
tee on the International Presi- 
dent's Report, President Tracy 
received warm commendation for 
the efficient manner in which lie 
had conducted his office since t he 
1*148 Convention and special men- 
tion was made of the many ad- 
vances made by the Brotherhood 
in the two-year period since our 
Atlantic City Convention. 



Brother Huh Wooden pictured as he 
nominated Sec. Milne for re-elect ion. 


Treasurer's Report 


Act on 26 Resolutions 



The committee on the Interim- 
tioual Treasurer's Report was 
next ready to file its report lo the 
convention* George It. Shaull, 
chairman, made the report for I lie 
coni nut tec and commended the 
Treasurer for the satisfactory 
manner in which he had per- 
formed the duties of his office. 

W. R, Boyd, L, U. 5), next ad- 
dressed the convention on helm If 
of the (-ommittee on the Interim- 
tkmul Secretary's Report. He 
praised I he International Secre- 
tary for a job well done and for a 
readable report, interestingly pre- 
sented and illustrated. The coin- 


I mmetii m tely foil o win g, came 
the report of the Resolutions Font- 
niittce, chaired by b\ *L Murphy 
of L. W 114 and read by Clayton 
Lee of L. I". TlS. secretary of the 
committee. A total of 26 resolu- 
tions were refer ml to this com- 
mittee for action. Among the 
more important ones recommend- 
ed by vote of the Convention were 
the following". 

Commending efforts of the 
American Federation of Labor to 
coordinate endeavors of labor or- 
ganizations affiliated with legiti- 
mate labor movement*' in the cor- 
rection of legislation detrimental 



K rederkk It. Smith, L.U, No. X named 
Wm, A. Hogan for Treasurer's post. 
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Delegate Waller luuicfUk, L.C. No. 7, 
notuhmtea Vice President John Begun, 


Vice Pres. Joseph W. LiggeM Is nomi- 
nated by J nli ii Pa I rick Daly, LJJ. 1219* 


E, W. Collier of U T , 6HL Allan! a* 
nominated G, X, Barker of 5th List, 



Delegate Harry Leonard of L Ah 1 Bl>, 
nominated M , J, Boyle a s Vice Crest, 



Business mgr. of L.l\ lift, Fred 11 
Otto nominated Vice Pres. Ingram, 


tii the progress of recognised lab- 
«>r movements in the promotion 
nini protection of economic eon- 
d it ions and constitutional free- 
doms of wage earners. 

Endorsing idea of loenl unions 
taking poll lira I action in munic- 
ipal, state ami federal elections, 
in their elect ion of representa- 
tives to carry nut genuine labor 
programs. 

Continued building of neces- 
sary public works such as houses, 
hospitals, schools, ele. 

Keen riling opposition in any at- 
tempts to draft labor or take out 
of the bands of unions the right 
to furnish men uu jobs when ap- 
proved by the fntenmtiimal Ofliiie 
of the LBJGAV. 

Organize Federal Workers 

Favoring intensified campaign 
to organize elect ideal workers 
employed by federal government 
and take action lo eliminate or 
red nee use of military personnel 
performing electrical work nor- 
mally done b\ civilian employes 
of the Fed urn I Uovernmeid. 

Condemning members of the 
M>t Ton gross who voted against 
the repeal of the Taft-Ilartley 
Art and urging local unions to 
bring pressure «m Congress to re- 
peal that aet and to remain ever 
watchful to defeat any further 
anti-labor legislation now before 
t Congress* 


Placing I.B.E.W. on record in 
favor of the six-hour day when 
Ike need arises. 

Supporting national wage move- 
ment for i nut-operating employes 
in Hie railway industry. 

liocom mending in the member- 
ship the use of wire, ruble, ma 
terials am] equipment mono far- 
tii red by members of the IJl.E.W. 

Develop Power Sites 

Urging Congress to authorize 
appropriating funds for the de- 
velopment ill* flower sites on the 
Columbia (liver and its tributar- 
ies, keeping in mind the Brother 
hood’s position and declaration of 
policy on “Private vs. Public 
Ownership 1 ' ns set forth in Hie Re- 
port of the Intermit innal Presi 
dent. 

Calling mi Hie International 
President to fake immediate steps 
to redouble the Brotherhood's ef- 
forts to cm into met activities of 
rival unions in the telephone in- 
dustry and to bring to a success- 
fill conclusion the organizing of 
telephone employe units within 
file jitwsdietiim of Hie LB,E,\\\ 

Favoring reduction of social 
security age limit to fid 

Expressing appreciation of the 
remarkable work performed liy 
Joseph I). Keenan in behalf of 
Labor's League for Political Edu- 
cation. 

Urging such steps as may he 
necessary tm the part of tile 
LILE.W. to him the use of in- 
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J, t, Nichols, L lb ,17, nominated 
Wallis C, W right a* Vice President. 



.furious compounds in nil brandies 
of the fluorescent tubing trade, 
its well ns l*i m-r | mi url industrial 
insurance bodies of t lie various 
states with Ibis industrial buz- 
it rd. 

Extending rifting vide of thanks 
to 1 til tM~ua l iiiiuii Oflirera l«r their 
efforts to rentier better service lit 
ihe iiicvnberHliip nud to prefuMtt 
I heir reports in such an attractive 
run inier for easy innlerataiidiiisr 
and for improving the official 
Journal until it has received 

awards ns utstouding pulili- 

ruliou <d' flu 1 labor movemeul , 

Executive Council 

Endowing I be report of l he lies 
olutions Commit lee and the sub 
s*n | net it art ion on ils report. 
Hurry Leonard of L. lb Hill made 
the report for the Committee on 
the Internal hum] Executive ( ''in m 
ciFs Jfeporl, vitijpr high praise to 
the Connell for a pood job and 
an excellent report. 

The business of tins third day's 
session was inter nip ted at one 
point to allow Mr. 4, Wesley Me 
A Fee, president of the I nion Elec 
t rival Light and Cower Company 
of Missouri, to address nnr dele- 
pates. 

Mr. Me A fee pave an interest i up 
and lively address. Among the 
iking* be said was the following: 
#lh It is heartening to we a union 
whose delegates gather* as this 
inspiring crowd lias, from all over 
The country, represent ing the lead 


er&hip of their fellow workmen, 
and I don't know of a nicer 
eoniplitnenT Than to have The fel- 
lows you work with, trust you 
well enough to put their affairs 
in your hands, to give 1 bought fid 
at lent ion lo important questions 
that affect all of us. I don'l see 
Hindi an awful lot of difference 
between us. We have worked this 
thing out in this eon n try until, 
as many of you can set* better 
than I do, we have a bip three 
way partnership, and J don't 
think any of us ran do well with 
out the other We have customers 
and workmen ami investor*, ami 
some of us pet into all three 
classes. Anybody with any sense 
is going to see that we cannot 
enjoy more in this country than 
we j mod nee, and every one of us 
is interested in this country being 
productive. . 

Mr. Me A fee in his concluding 
remarks said : 

“1 want to say a won! of siu 
cere appreciation for the 11 pM 
helpful political support the util- 
ity industry lias ever gotten, to 
my knowledge, and il came from 
the International Brotherhood id' 
Electrical Workers. The Mate 
meats your officers have been mnk 
rug on this question are clearer 
limn I would be capable of muk 
i up. Tlie\ will he listened to in 
a way ou r voice n on Id not be 
lieai'd in this country, , . . 



Thoum* Murray, L,tb I H4 f no mi mi ted 
It, U, Broach to Executive Council. 



Era nk Murphy nominated Patrick 
Sul ti van as delegate to the Building 
and Cons! ruction Trades Department, 
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J. Wesley Me A Tt*tv president of Fmon 
Electric Light and Power Co« t was a 
featured speaker of the convention. 


don't cure what system we 
have. I want the system llini is 
ln^si in ihe Fulled States of Amer- 
ica, and I want it fought out on 
the real. Often issues. I don’t want 
to see it go on catch phrases and 
prejudices. Let us debate this 
question and do what is best for 
the people all the time. Let's 
keep making? t lie progress we have 
made in the last 30 or Ml years. . . . 

“In closing I may my that 1 
have every confidence in what you 
fellows are doing?. Continue in 
your fine apprentice training pro- 
gram and with your intelligent f 
line leadership you have selected 
In conduct your n Hairs, and with 


the hue crew of people you are 
attracting to your ranks. Con- 
tinue to find holier u nd more ef- 
ficient ways in do things, and 
thereby produce more and more, 
amt if the rest of your fellows 
are anything like the members I 
deal with, you can be very sure 
they will get their share of it/' 

Surprise Ending 

The end of I he third day’s ses- 
sion came as somewhat of a sur- 
prise to all the officers and dele- 
gates for it also marked the close 
of the Twenty-Fourth Convention. 
A hard-working, serious-minded 
group of delegates stuck with the 
business at liu ud -steadily until it 
was completed and an early ad- 
journment was in order. Before 
the close of the convention. Wil- 
liam Johnson, president of L. U, 
349 of Miami, presented a flag 
representing the Four Freedoms 
to the delegates in the Convention 
from Hawaii and Alaska. 

A rising vote of thanks was giv- 
en the IJXE.W. local unions of 
Miami and the city itself, for 
their hospitality. 

The Convention closed with a 
song, “When Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ing’ 3 by International Secretary J, 
Scott Milne, and the singing of 
“God Bless America” by all the 
delegates, h-d by the Secretary. 
Thus the convention closed as it 
had opened, in the true spirit of 
patriotism mid democracy, fost- 
ered and preserved by Hie labor 
unions of America, 



John Queeney, Chairman of Law Com- 
mi t tee, explains item in import mil 
report (n the convention delegates* 


Yes, out? Twenty-Fourth Con- 
vention is over and we have tried 
to bring you here in your Journal 
in photo and story the picture of 
what went oil There are many 
other little descriptions we should 
like to bring you because they are 
a port of our Brotherhood, a pari 
of our working together and coin- 
ing together from over the length 
and breadth of this continent lo 
meet in convent ion, and not only 
decide among ourselves by orderly 
democratic procedures how we 
wish our Brotherhood to be gov- 
erned in thi' years a Item!, but to 
meet wit h one another, Urol her to 
Brother, renew old acquaintance, 
exchange ideas, learn about the 
other fellow's work and ambitions 
and profit by Ins experiences and 
give him the benefit of ours. 

We saw a number of touching 
sights in Miami, There was the 
meeting of Brother J. M. Thomp- 
son from L.U* Xo, I, St. Louis 
with Brother IX IX Tom pic in son 
of L l\ No. 840 in the lobby of 
the McAllister Hotel, and instantly 
recognizing each other. The re- 
markable part about this meeting 
was that the Brothers hadn't seen 
each cither for 43 years. They had 
worked together in Virginia in 
1907. 

Fifty-Year Member 

And Brother Charlie Baulscu 
even topped this experience for re- 
newing old acquaintance. L.l\ ^4 s 
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Below : Joe Reman, fiery IJJ'K direct- 
or stresses labor** role in politics 
in speech to the convent inn delegates. 


Above: Members oF the law committee Formed one of the most important con* 
clave bodies* The committee made detailed interpretations and recommenda- 
tions on the proposed change* in the constitution of the International t'nion. 




Above: Hawaiian and Maskan delegate* dis- 
played a ttag showing two extra stars — their 
two “states.” Left: Delegates crowd forward 
to make contribution* to LLTK after appeal 
was sounded for campaign funds. Below: Pres* 
ideal Tracy congratulates Joe Keenan on his 
inspiring address, Bro. Keenan was a delegate. 
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Above: llvendl scene of ll n? vast Dinner Key Auditorium shows a busy scene 
of activity as deflates conceal rate on various bits of convention business. 


delegation to (lie convention 
brought with thorn as their guest, 
W. J. Foster, honored 50-Year 
mem her in their ranks. 

He ami Brother Paulsen met 
a in] their hands joined in a warm 
Hasp. The last time I hey saw 
cue It other was on a job away 
bark in 1897. 

Another 50- Year man in at- 
tendance at mtr convention was 
Brother Fa I Provost, He and his 
wife were quests of L.U. No. 1 
and were thrilled with the sights 
of Miami when they were taken 
cm a personally -conducted tour by 
members of L*l\ *>49. 

But that’s the kind of an or- 
ganization we have, that keeps 
men in it, loyal and faithful, 
through the years. 

Nothing Like It 

There are other notes on the 
convention wrYl like you to know 


Ikdow: A highlight of the ennehive i t^r the todies was a t ash mu Show and 
luncheon where they got a style preview' — im'ludiug, of course, beach wear. 
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silmtiL (or example the expres- 
sion of happiness on the fuee cif 
A.K. of L. President William 
tireen when fie looked out over 
i he great sea of fares assembled 
in Dinner Key's huge auditorium, 
a* in* remarked to President 
Tracy ‘'I've never seen anvl king 
like it” Von M'Cj our convention 
is now tin* largest, from si mid- 
point of delegates, of any labor 
imion in the A.K, of L, And the 
way President tireen spoke of our 
organization is the way we feel 
about our Brotherhood. Inti it’s 
good to know ntliers feel the 
sa tile. 

There was pleasure and inspir- 
ation on the fare of our Secretary 
of Labor Tobin too. as he ex* 
pressed Ins delight at seeing Hindi 
n group of union men and women 
gathered together. 

Xo story on our eon vent ion 
would lie complete either, wit li- 
mit a little eommetit on the idly 
of Miami and the hospitality of 
the Miami loeal unions and tin* 
committees who worked so lined 
In make onr meet a successful 
one. We appreciate Ion, their 
splendid efforts to entertain one 
delegates. A line dance and pro- 
gram of eiiierhitiiiiietii was pul 
on at Dinner Key Audit nrintn on 
the evening that our i on ven l ion 
closed. The loeal committee pre- 
vailed upon our Till ernat ioiud 
Secretary In sing again which he 
did— giving n mixture of Irish 
ami Scot eh selections, both ue* 
rents which he handles with equal 
ease. 

The ladies in attendance at the 
convention were entertained at a 
luneheon and fashion show as 
well as oil a boat trip around 
Miami, all of which they enjoyed 
In the fullest. 

Miami had much to offer in tin 
way of stimulating entertainment. 
The ocean bathing, the fishing, 
the beautiful parks and jungles 
provided pleasant diversion for 
our delegate*. Brother Harry 
Leonard of L,!\ Xo. Bid. Min 
nea polls, claims to have caught 
the largest sail fish hooked by any 
delegate to our Convention. It 
was seven feet, four inches long 
mid weighed JH pounds. Incident- 
ally it look :J0 minutes to land. 



Above: International officers pose before giant I.B.EAV. sjuibol. Left to 
right: Charles M. Paulsen. chairman of the Executive Council; Treasurer 
William V. Hogan; President 11, W, Tracy and Secret ur\ J, Scott Milne, 
liclmv : These delegates formed the convention sergeant-at-arms committee* 
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Above: Secretary Milne is 
shown with the committee 
which act ett on his report, 


Left: l T nit|iie display con- 
veyed San Francisco dele- 
gates invitation to hold 
convention there in *52. 


Below: Enthusiastic dele- 
gates check the big box 
of money given for LLPIv 


There is another "social” event 
Of prominence that should he 
mentioned in these little stile- 
light stories on our Convention. 
That concerns the stag party 
given by the RAR’s, an organ tza 
lion revived at this year’s con- 
vention. Though allowed to die 
out a few years ago this old — 
definitely unofficial Brotherhood 
branch came to life for the 1950 
convention with new vigor and 
spirit. 

Wc have so much wonderful 
spirit in this Brotherhood of Ours. 
Spirit of loyalty and progress 
and hard work and good humor 
and fun* 


Diligence Shown 

An outsider looking on at our 
convention could certainly not 
It elj) but he iinpivssed with the 
diligence with which llie delegates 
stuck to the work of the conven- 
tion when it was in session. And 
when the time came for it to con- 
vene. the delegates were t here and 
on time* 

Tli on in the evening in the hotel 
lobbies, in the rooms of the dele- 
gates, there was singing, exchange 
of experiences, friendly games of 
cards* There was no dm likeness, 
no rowdyism* The officials at the 
y 1 c Alii st c r Hotel m n a rk e d t o on r 
officers, “You had a wonderful 
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Above: E, P. Taylor served as chair- 
man of convention finance committee, 


group of people — very unlike many 
convent ion delegates we gel.” A ml 
I lie little people, who often have 
to suiter localise of the antics of 
t hose who have ‘ * hail just a lit tle 
tbil much/* paid tribute to our 
people too. As one elevator boy 
put it — “This sure was a nice 
btitieh of people — we didn't have 
no trouble 11 1 all.” 

We have a wonderful reputa- 
tion to live up to* set for us by 
those who created the Brother- 
hood* and the others who fostered 
it and nurtured if through the 
years. The memory of those who 
went before us, must keep us all 
in Hue doing the things that con- 
tinue to bring credit to our or- 
ganization* 

Perfect Example 

A perfect example of 1 his theory 
was expressed in the words of one 
of the newest memljcrs of our 
Brotherhood. His local union had 
just been formed — had been in 
existence about four months when 
the convention convened. This 
Brother was an Executive Board 
member of his local union ami of 
course. I Isis was his first conven- 
tion. But let the Brother tell you 
the story in his own words: 

*'l think the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
is a wonderful organization and 
the more 1 see of it and the people 
in it* the more wonderful l think 
it is. We Vo got a little new local 
we want it to he i\ good local 
that will progress and grow. And 





Above: As convention adjourns Kec*> Milne hands his autograph to delegate. 


Above: Dele ^alos admire artwork and photos in the archives exhibit in 
the convention hall. The display was popular with all who attended* 


Below: Another important com mi I ter at the 19”>U convention was compost'd 
by members below. They served on the committee on treasurer's report. 
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Above; President D* W* Tracy pauses for 
the camera as he concludes his address* 



Above: William King, Local Union 134, gets books for distribution 
from Brut her Murphy, sergeant -at -arms for the cun vent ion. 



\bove: Secretary Milne. President Tracy and LLPE Director Keenan Above: Secretary J, Scott Milne stresses a 
talk politics during an infrequent lull in convention business. point during his message to the convention. 



were going to try. There s just 
one thing. This Brotherhood is 
such a fine organization, I don’t 
know whether we can make the 
grade or not— but we’re sure going 
to try/' (We think with spirit 
like that, they’ll really make the 
grade,) 

‘This Is for Me 1 

One of our organizers overheard 
this Brother’s remarks and he re- 
coil n led an incident from his own 
experience which lie said had 


changed his whole life. “1 was on 
the other side of the fence/ 1 lie 
said. “I hated unions and I real- 
ly believed most union leaders 
were crooks. Then T met an of- 
ficer of the LB.E.W. and worked 
with him on a negotiation — I was 
a representative of the company 
and he represented the union. 1 
found out what honesty and in- 
tegrity and sincerely of purpose 
meant to this man and his organ- 
ization. 1 made up my tuind rigid 


then and there, 4 this is for me!’ 
That’s the organization I want to 
work for too/’ 

That's the essence of the fire 
and spirit and inspiration that 
keeps our Brotherhood going — 
has kept it going for well nigh 
fit) years, and will keep it going 
for 60 and thrice 60 more. 

Yes, “ONE UNTON, ONE 
BROTH E RltOOT) — W E f}0 
FORWARD TOO BTlf HR O' 
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Above: John O’Shea «f Local I'nion 1 presents re- 
port of the Electrical Worker**’ Benefit Association. 

Bight: Secretary Milne leads convention in singing of 
Cod Hies* America** as I he meeting prepares (u recess. 

Below: As it convention finale, delegates and wives en- 
joyed a hall on spacious floor of Dinner Key Auditorium. 
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jJniynn^imol T^e^tclent 

TO THE 24th CONVENTION 

Br I). W. Tran 


To The Officers and Delegates 
to the Twenty-Fourth Convention 
of th e In t r r nation al Brother'll and 
of Electrical Workers. 

Greetings: 

ll is the purpose of this report 
to give a condensed accounting of 
my administration as International 
President of the Brotherhood and 
to acquaint you with the progress 
our organization lias enjoyed since 
the 1948 Convent ion. 

In 1948 it was deemed advisable 
to remind you that the peace for 
which two great World Wars were 
fought was not achieved, in order 
lo emphasize the fact that pros- 
perity at the time was only ap- 
parent and not real Cn fortunate- 
ly, it is, at this time, necessary to 
again recognize the fact that we 
have not been and are not now 
living under peace-time stability, 
either economically or politically. 

Period of Conflict 

it seems the idea is prevalent 
that conditions ore favorable to in- 
dividual gain rather than progress 
for all tiie people. The country is 
passing through a period of con- 
flict internally. Profit and profiteer- 
ing evidenced to a shameful de- 
gree. Selflessness is prated hut not 
practiced. Economic advantage is 
sought through political maneuv- 
ers* Reactionary politicians are 
speaking with the voice of Jacob 
but their hands are the hands of 
Esau. 

I rider these circumstances the 
people generally are hew ilde red 
and while labor particularly is imt 
confused in the issue it definitely 
is perplexed by procedures. This 
condition has not only been con- 
tinued but has increased during ihi- 
two-year period since otir last con- 
vention. Organized labor 1ms, 


therefore, been compelled to in- 
tensify its efforts and activities in 
the political Held while defending 
conditions of employment for t he 
wage earners economically; pursu- 
ing vigorous vanguard action wi I li- 
mit neglecting effective rear-guard 
activities. 

Our Brotherhood lias not l>cen 
a laggard in the fray. Unfor- 
tunately* however, while the IBEW 
has been in l he front line trenches 
on both fronts it has been the vic- 
tim of sniping from other forces 
within labor* ranks. Let there be 
no misunderstanding as to the in- 
tent of this description of die posi- 



tion of the IBEW, I am specifically 
referring to the deplorable fact 
that while our Brotherhood lias 
bet ‘ii engaged in valiantly cham- 
pioning the common cause of all 
labor sonic other labor organiza- 
tions have been at templing to make 
inroads across our field of juris- 
diction. 

Consequently it Is my intention 
tn apprise the convention of the 
seriousness of the effect of such 
procedure and 1o request that this. 
I he paramount body within our 
structure, give serious considera- 
tion to and approve of remedial 

mcasii res that l mimend further 

on in this report. 

It is believed appropriate that 


the convention should be made ac- 
quainted with the progress of the 
Brotherhood through a comprehen- 
sive report of developments met 
and incidents disposed of. How- 
ever. it is impassible to minutely 
detail each and every development 
encountered or incidents disposed 
of without burdening you io the 
verge of impatience. I will, ac- 
cordingly, proceed to enumerate 
mid report on such matters as are 
thought to he of most interest to 
you. 

Growth of Organization 

It is indeed gratifying to be able 
to report to you that as a result 
of cooperation between the Inter- 
national Officers of t lie Brother- 
hood, wise persistency manifested 
by the local unions and conscien- 
tious application of effort by the 
organizers and representatives on 
our staff, the numerical strength 
of the IBEW has been increased 
approximately 20 percent since 
1948. The detailed report of tin* 
International Secretary will fur- 
nish ample evidence of this prog- 
ress. However, in addition to the 
membership's numerical increase. 
1 would l»e remiss if I did not re- 
port that there is an abundance of 
proof of tlie courage of convict ions 
and moral fibre of our membership 
being unexcelled by the mtinifesui- 
lions of any other group within 
the American Labor movement. 

Telephone Situation 

The Twenty-Third Convention 
recommended to the International 
President that an extensive organ 
izing campaign within the Tele- 
phone Industry lie instituted as 
soon as possible ( Resolution No. 40 

1948 Convention)* 

In compliance with the recom- 
mendation* steps have been taken 


Page Thirty-four 


The Electrical Workers' 


win i'li turn firm t)ie conviction t luit 
lurmoil and confusion lias existed 
among Bell Telephone Company 
employes for a long time — espe- 
cially since t lie disastrous six 
weeks * strike in 11*47 of the Com- 
munications Workers of America* 

ria 

With few exceptions morale of 
the employes (not members of the 
Brother! moil \ has been quite low 
since then* Many have become em- 
bittered against all labor unions* 
Ami there are S4 unions in the 
telephone field, More than 8"> per 
cent of these are independent un- 
ions* 

We have tried to be realistic in 
dealing with this tliflieiill ami un- 
fortunate situation. For thin rea- 
son we have not started telephone 
< irga n i ring earn pa i gn s in severa 1 
Beil rmnjmmes. 

Cover Several States 

Most Bell Telephone Hompamoa 
cover several states. The Southern 
Bell Company, for example, covers 
nine states— Alabama* Florida, 
< icorgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, North Carolina, South 
Parolinn anil Tennessee* 

In one or two states, wc found 
a good number of employes favor- 
able to us. But the National Labor 
Relations Board has denied sepa- 
rate elections for different states, 
Tlie Board lias ruled that elections 
in the telephone held -in one com- 
pany— must he company -wide, sys- 
tem-wide where the employes have 
been in one bargaining unit. 

No union, therefore, has been 
able to get bargaining units carved 
out, or Labor Board elections held, 
for just one group or one part ol 
the territory covered by a Bell 
Telephone l bmpany. 

Ill several companies we found 
the majority of all plant depart- 
ment employes (the mechanical 
force) favored os and the telephone 
operators favored another union. 
But the operators greatly mil num- 
ber all others. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board has refused to grant sepa- 
rate bargaining units, or separate 
elections, for the plant department 
employes where they have been 
in om- unit with the operators and 
other*. This means, of course, that 
in mosl eases a union has to win 


n majority of uti non-sai per visnry 
employes in (he fetal territory 
covered by a Bell < bmpany. 

For almost two years we have 
l>een carrying on a campaign to 
win over a majority of nil non- 
supervisory employes 07,500) in 
the Northwestern Bell Company, 
covering Minnesota, North and 
South Dakota* Nebraska and Iowa, 

Since our last con von lion wc 
have also held meetings in many 
sections of tl on n try with vari- 

ous groups of employes and got- 
ten out considerable organizing lit- 
erature in several Bell Telephone 
Companies* 

The turmoil, eon fusion ami bit- 
terness in the Bell Telephone field 
has greatly impeded our progress 
in bringing stable and responsible 
organization to the employes in 
more of these Belt I bm panics. Be- 
cause <>f I lie obstacles embed most- 
ly by this condition, the job will 
require additional time. 

Since our last convention wc 
have organized the employes in 
several more independent telephone 
companies, such ns the Pennsyl- 
vania Telephone < brporat ion — - 



President Tracy delivers liis report 
tn the Convention 


with headquarters in Erie ami cov- 
ering several towns in that part of 
the State. 

We have also, since our last eon- 
vent ion, won Labor Board elections 
in plants of the Western Electric 
(?om puny which is owned and di- 
rected by the A. T* & T., or the 
Bell System, We defeated <’WA- 
OIO in the plants nt Kearny, New 
-Jersey 4udiatuipa!is, Indiana and 
Allentown, Pennsylvania* 

Further effort will be continued 
in n manner and to an extern which 
result trig ei renin stances prove to 
he eon s intent with expectant prog- 
ress. 

Railroad Industry 

Significant gains have also boon 
made in the railroad industry. 1 
believe it would be of interest to 
summarize them briefly in this re- 
port. 

The non-operating standard rail- 
way labor organizations in the rail- 
road industry, including our Bro- 
therhood, inaugurated a national 
movement in EJ4iS to secure a forty- 
hour week, as well as a furl lie i 
increase in wage rates* Because of 
the shortage of manpower during 
the war and the necessity of main- 
taining the living standards of our 
people during the postwar period, 
pursuit of the matter at tlial time 
was unsuccessful As the result of 
extensive negotiations on a nation- 
al basis and proceedings before a 
Presidential Emergency Board, an 
agreement was dually readied on 
March IP, 1949, providing for the 
establishment of a forty-hour week 
with forty-eight hours pay and an 
increase in wage rates of seven 
cent* per hour. The shorter work 
week was made effective oil Sep- 
tember l t IP 4!l, while the wage 
increase was nut do retroactive on 
October 1, 104 S, 

In accordance with the provi- 
sions of this agreement, negotia- 
tions were begun on the various 
earners between t he representa- 
tives of the organizations and man- 
agement, to revise their existing 
individual agreements to conform 
1 hereto, constituting the most ex- 
tensive revision of such agreements 
which has Item undertaken over 
the past thirty years. Disputes 
growing out of these negotiations 
could be submitted to the Forty* 
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Hour Week Uoiumiltcc which was 
created by the terms of the March 
Ilk H 1 Mi Agreement to handle such 
emit ru version* 

We have in this industry-wide 
agreement provisions, not tail} for 
an increase of seven rents per hour, 
hut for the establishment of a 
forty-hour work week with forty* 
eight hours pay resulting in a fur* 
flier incmt.se in basic hourly rales 
of 20 percent to compensate fully 
for I he reduction in weekly hours. 
Tliis is beyond emit rail iet ion one 
of the out st muling achievements in 
the history of the mil road indus- 
t ly. 

On the Omuutiuu Hail roads* sub- 
stantial progress has likewise been 
made in improving the wages and 
working conditions of our member- 
ship. 

The standard railway labor or- 
ganizations sought In improve their 
va eat ion agreements which general- 
ly provided for only one week with 
pay. The earners declined to grunt 
the employes’ request fur im- 
p roved va eat ions but a Board of 
i Gnedin lion unanimously recom- 
mended that the employes be 
granted six* nine and twelve day 
vacations with pay after one, three 
and five years of service respec- 
tively with the proviso that any 
more liberal existing vacation pro- 
visions he preserved. 

Recommended Increase 

Another movement was then be- 
gun in an effort 1o establish wage 
rates on a parity with those on 
railroads in the United States. This 
dispute was likewise referred to a 
Board of PoiicUtal ion after the 
parties failed to reach a settlement 
by agreement. In its report of 
April 21, HUS, the Board recom- 
mended an increase of only seven 
cents per hour, however, which was 
far short of the amount requested* 
making it necessary For the organ- 
izations m refer the matter to the 
membership in the form of a strike 
ballot, but .just one day before the 
dale set for n suspension of work, 
an agreement was reached sett Imp 
the controversy. The agreement 
signed on duly 14. 1P4*, provided 
for an increase in wage rates of 
IT cents per hour retroactive to 
March 1, HUS. 

Although full parity was not es 


tab I is! led with wage rates in the 
United States, in view of the ma- 
jority recui u hum ida t ion of the 
Board, it does constitute a signifi- 
cant victory, as well as substantial 
progress toward that objective. 

Meanwhile, the non-open i ting or- 
ganizations in l he United Slates 
hail progressed A national move- 
ment to secure a reduction in l he 
work week and an increase in 
wages resulted in the Chicago 
Agreement of March Ilk 1114ft. 
Shortly, thereafter, the non-oper- 
ating organizations in Canada, in- 
cluding our Broi her hood, began a 
similar movement on the Canadian 
Rail ways. Uniform notices were 
served mi the carriers in dune of 
last year and when no agreement 
could be reached by negotiation, 
the dispute was referred to a Board 
of Conciliation, hi its report filed 
with the Minister of Labour on 
April II, 14)5(1* the majority recom- 
mended the establishment of a 
forty-four hour work week with a 
wage adjust merit factor which 
would actually serve to reduce the 
hike home pay of many of the em- 
ployes. Characterizing the ap- 
proach of the majority mem hers as 
•‘archaic and reactionary**' the or- 
ganizations advised the Minister of 
Labour that the Boards recom- 
mendations were unacceptable and 
ns a result of a ballot taken among 
the involved employes, a suspen- 
sion of work look place loginning 
on August 22, 11)50. That was the 
status of this dispute as our re- 
port liuck to press, but we are con- 
fident that with the splendid 
support of the membership, this 
movement wilt lie brought to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

Legislative Success 

In the legislative Hold, our 
Brotherhood, iu cooperation with 
the other standard railway labor 
organizations, lias been equally suc- 
cessful in securing improvements 
affecting the welfare of our rail- 
road membership. 

While considerable attention has 
been given iu recent months to the 
establishment of pension and 
health and welfare plans in many 
Indus! lies, i i may he surprising In 
many of our members that the 
railroad workers under the provi- 
sions of i he Railroad Retirement 


and Railroad Unemployment In- 
surance Ads have a plan, national 
in scope, providing for retirement 
annuities and unemployment sick- 
ness Itcnefhs. which are second to 
nunc iu any major industry'. These 
conditions were established by leg 
mini ion advocated by the labor or- 
ganizations. 

The result of effort in the rail- 
road industry is well demonstrated 
by the recent amendments wliieh 
we secured 1o these laws in eo 
operation with the other standard 
railway labor organizations. Not 
eon tent with merely securing the 
enactment of this legislation iu the 
first instance, we have constantly 
tried to improve* it* consistent with 
the wishes of tuir mem I tenth ip and 
sound actuarial practices. 

Recognizing the necessity of pro- 
viding relief From the mounting 
cost of living to mil road workers 
wliu had retired, annuities were in- 
creased by 2fJ percent without any 
further increase in taxes as the 
result of further amendments sc 
cured in 1JU*. Tins increase was 
applied to those who Imd already 
retired, as well as to further an- 
nuitants. 

Worthy of mention also is tin* 
move on the part of the standard 
railway* labor organizations in the 
railroad industry to secure the 
union shop and as a first step in 
t hat direct inn run! ding legislation 
in the form of an amendment to 
the Railway Labor Act is being 
sought to permit the negotiation of 
agreements to this effect. 

Meanwhile, our railroad mem- 
bership has been increasing as the 
result of continuing organizing ac- 
tivities so that on the whole* it can 
he said that excellent progress has 
been made in the railroad industry 
since our Iasi convention. 

Government Employes 

The TBT3W International Office 
realizes the real importance of 
proper legislation in connect inn 
with its members employed in Ihe 
various agencies of the United 
Stales Government, both in the 
United States and in its territories 
and possessions. We have* I he re- 
fore, been constantly on t he alert 
in supporting, as well as fostering, 
the introduction of legislation in 
Congress, which is for the benefit 
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of our members hi federal employ- 
ment* We have the very able 
assistance of the National Legisla- 
tive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and the Govern- 
ment Employes Council of the 
American Federation of Labor* 
both of whom are always ready to 
assist us at our ‘'hock and rail, 1 * 

Successful Legislative Effort 
Affecting Government 
Employes 

Many bills have been introduced 
in the Congress and enacted into 
law, as follows: To regulate sub 
sistence allowances ot* civilian of 
fleers and employes of the Govern- 
ment by in creasing from $(i.0O to 
$9.00 the per diem allowance and 
not. to exceed seven cents per mile 
for automobiles; to correct certain 
inequities in pay of certain officers 
and employes of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and of the Government 
of the District of Columbia (ibis 
legislation granted retroactive in- 
creases in pay amounting to $330 
to dune 30, 194S); to extend the 
benefits of the Civil Service Re- 
tirement Act lu officers and em- 
ployes of the Panama Canal and 
the Alaskan Railroad; to amend 
the Panama Canal Zone Code re- 
ga r d mg t h c ] > owe r s of the Gov- 
ernor; to extend the benefits of the 
Civil Service Retirement Act to 
certain employes involuntarily sep- 
arated between duly 1, 1945 and 
duly 1, 1047; to amend the Civil 
Service Retirement Act to provide 
survivorship benefits for widows or 
widowers of persons retiring under 
the Act, providing for his or her 
survivor widow 7 or widower to re- 
ceive a life's annuity equivalent 
to 95 percent of the employe's 
annuity (the penalty for this ben- 
efit being a 5 percent reduction 
of the first $1500 and 10 percent 
above $1500); to extend the ben- 
efits of the annual and sick leave 
laws of part-time employes cm 
regular tours of duty; to repeal 
the classification Act. of 1923 and 
establishing in lieu thereof the 
Classification Act of 1949, with an 
average Increase for all employes 
covered under the Art of $140 per 
year; to amend the United States 
Employes Compensation Act and 
generously liberalize the disability 
payments for injury sustained on 


the job; to amend the Civil Service 
Retirement Act giving those em- 
ployes who retired prior to April 
1, 1948 the same right as those now 
retiring under the Act, that is to 
name a beneficiary and also receive 
up to the maximum increased an- 
nuity of $400 per year; to amend 
the Civil Service Retirement Act 
so as to provide an order of prece- 
dence for lump sum death pay- 
ments to beneficiaries, 

Unsuccessful Legislative Effort in 

Behalf of Government 
Employes 

Other legislation unsuccess fully 
introduced is as follows: To pro- 
vide lor separation pay; to provide 
unemployment insurance for fed- 
eral employes as now is provided 
for workers in private industry 
with no cost to the federal em- 
ployes; to eli minute military per- 
sonnel from doing work which 
rightfully should be done by ihc 
civilian employes; to liberalise the 
penalties under the Hatch Act so 
that absolute dismissal is not man- 
datory for minor infractions of the 
Hal eh A el; !o provide for collec- 
tive bargaining by government 
agencies with labor unions; to 
change the law relative to per- 
formance ratings and to retain the 
impartial appeals hoard procedure 
in the matter of efficiency ratings 
appeals. 

Four new government local un- 
ions of the TBEW have been char- 
tered since the last convention, 
three of them in the Naval Ship- 
yards and one ii 1 a Naval Ordnance 
Test Station, 

Many eon tads have been made 
with the agencies of federal gov- 
ernment on various matters of con- 
cern to the Brotherhood and its 
members. Government Employe 
Representative nrrin A. Burrows 
has visited most of the local unions 
having n considerable number of 
federally-employed members at 
least once since the last couven- 
t ion, 

Radio Broadcasting and 
Television 

During the past two years much 
additional organization work has 
been done in 1 lie radio and tele- 
vision broadcast field of the Com- 
munications Branch of our trade. 


The drive for I'urt Iter organization 
is more intensive at this time than 
any time in the Brotherhood s his- 
tory, The broadcasting industry 
1ms been plagued for many years 
with dual unions. Due to efforts 
of the Brotherhood in the past few 
years tins trouble is gradually but 
definitely being eliminated. 

Over fifty percent of the em- 
ployes in the broadcast ing indus- 
try that properly cm no within the 

jurisdiction of the Brotherhood 
have been organized into 1 BKW 
local unions. When the fact that 
virtually all groups of broadcast 
employes arc small in number 
when compared with those found 
in other industries, the organizing 
that has been accomplished to date 
represents considerable effort. 

Over 2000 standard radio broad- 
cast stations arc now licensed by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission* More than 100 television 
stations are now operating* How- 
ever. the expansion in this part of 
the industry has been delayed by 
1 lie order of the FCC in Septem- 
ber, 1948, halting the issuance of 
any further permits to build sta- 
tions, When this situation is ad- 
justed, there will he several hun- 
dred television stations built in (he 
United States. Nearly 400 appli- 
cations are pending at the FCC 
for such authorizations at the pres- 
ent. 

Serious Problem 

A serious problem encountered 
in the organization of employes in 
broadcasting work has been that of 
obtaining representatives with l tie 
specialized training necessary for 
this type of work. This difficulty 
is now out of the way and we have 
a broadcast representative assigned 
in each Vice Presidential District 
in the United Stales, The work of 
these men is under direction of the 
Vice President of the district with 
certain mailers of a general nature 
being coordinated through the of- 
fice of the Intmmlidhal President. 

Local Unions of the Brother- 
hood have agreements with approx- 
imately 700 radio stations (AM ami 
FM) t and with over GO of the tele- 
vision stations. Agreements have 
been made with several regional 
networks and one national net- 
work, Tremendous improvements 
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hare been made in working eondi- 
1 ions for broadcast employes 
through t lie organising work of 
I Ih i Brotherhood* Agreements ne- 
gotiated with broaden sting stations 
by the Brotherhood have estab- 
lished the highest rates of pay to 
be found in the industry* 

The plan of organization we have 
followed establishes local unions 
of broadcast technicians! and en- 
gineers, where there are sufficient, 
employes involved to do so* Such 
locals are now chartered in prac- 
tically every state and more are 
licing formed each month* 

Jobs Will Increase 

The total number of employes 
in the broadcasting industry will 
never lie numerically large m com- 
pared to the number in the manu- 
facturing* utility or construction 
branches of the trade* il will, how- 
ever, with the development and ex- 
pansion of television, offer consid- 
erably more employment opportun- 
ities than at present* With over 
fifty* per cent of the total number of 
ice I mica] employes already mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood we antici- 
pate even greater progress result- 
ing from our organizational plans* 

Manufacturing 

Organization progress bus con- 
tinued in I he manufacturing field. 
Our local unions* generally* have 
improved wage and working condi- 
tions to a gratifying extent. An 
advancement is being made in this 
as well as radio broadcasting and 
other branches of our industry in 
the provision of paid vacations, 
hospitalization* sick and other ben- 
efits in addition to wage increases* 

In this field we are still troubled 
with the existence of independent 
and other organizations of a clan- 
destine nature* It can lie honestly 
stated* however, that lalmr con- 
sciousness is being gradually slim- 
uated with the result Unit interest 
in proper organization on the part 
of wage earners is being manifested 
by our success in organizing, de- 
spite the gains made some years 
back by dual organizations trading 
upon false 1 promises* misrepresenta- 
tion and other elements of rabble 
rousing. 

However, the entrenchment of 
dual organizations cannot be dis- 


counted to the extent that hope 
will he entertained that complete 
conversion of wage earners m mis- 
led will result in a short time* Such 
accomplishment will require a dec- 
ade at least. 

Public Utility Employes 

Since our last convention the 
IBEW has been certified as the ex- 
clusive bargaining agency on the 
Pacific Has imri Electric rompimy 
prope riles, lire? Niagara- Hudson 
proper! ies* the Scranton Elect ric 
Power Company and others* We 
previously represented it portion 
of the employes of the V(\ and E f 
a* on the Niagara- Hudson proper- 
lies where I Harriet No* fiO of the 
United Mine Workers was strongly 
entrenched. Throughout the Elec- 
tric Light and Power utilities field 
wages have substantially increased 
and other employment benefits im 
proved such as increased vacations, 
pensions, hospitalization, and sick 
benefits* 

There lifts been some progress in 
organization of REA groups but 
not nearly as much as desired. 
However, greater gains are expect- 
ed us our efforts continue, I be- 
lieve a comprehensive review of 
tins report will reveal substantial 
grounds for such expectations. 

Construction Branches 

The Outside and Inside Branches 
of our organization have averaged 
improvements economically, the av- 
erage of which is unexcelled by 
any other labor organization* Paid 
vacations are now enjoyed by some 
of our coi i struct ion local unions. 
Tliis, what might be termed 
u fringe benefit,” has been dis- 
cussed with administrative officers 
of the National Electrical i Viu trac- 
tors Association and the possibil- 
ities of expansion of this additional 
method of compensation are being 
explored. Objections have been 
voiced but such objections have 
been based on difficulties encoun- 
tered by reason of the turnover 
iu the individual shops* This phase 
of the problem is being overcome 
by local chapters of N K < 1 A through 
emit ion of a general fund. Some 
of the funds more closely resemble 
bonus payments though they are 
termed vacntioiml funds. Close ob- 


servation affords opportunity for 
analysis of employes 1 react ions as 
being in some eases negative on the 
subject. In such cases the employ- 
es prefer straight compensation to 
fringe benefits* Under the circum- 
stances it is quite probable that 
some time may be required before 
vacation and other fringe benefits 
become universally accepted by the 
construction branches of the Bro- 
therhood, In many instances the 
members of local unions prefer 
providing these benefits through lo- 
cal union asM'ssmeids and conse- 
quent management of t lie necessary 
funds independent of employer 
participation. In other words* 
some members insist upon a deter- 
mined wage rate pi I us allowance for 
fringe benefits. 

The increase of organization in 
ihe construction branches of the 
trade has been more than siibslan* 
tial as may lie understood from the 
Intern at kmnl Secretary s report 
showing the growth of our organ 
ization as a whole. 

Private vs* Public Ownership 

On May 25, 1W50, your 1 liter- 
national B resident issued a public 
press release on this question 
prompted by economic disad- 
vantage suffered by the members of 
our Brotherhood as a result of 
what we believed to lie improper 
administration by sulwrdi nates of 
the REA This release constituted 
a declaration of determination to 
protect the inherent rights of our 
members as citizens of our country. 

This declaration was issued not 
ns a spontaneous outburst but after 
mature deliberation, following per 
fasten t though patient effort, to 
obtain correct ions of policies in 
themselves inimical to the interests 
of our members in various parts 
of the country. 

Un fort nt lately* our statement of 
position was not uniformly under- 
stood. We have received numer- 
ous comma idat loirs and a few 
criticisms. Such criticisms proper- 
ly emanated from some who fell 
our declaration of policy was detri- 
mental to them ns employes of 
public utilities operating under 
public ownership. This, despite the 
fuel that the declaration itself spe- 
cifically staled : 
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* * TJhc! IBEW does not raise ibs 
voice on llm subject of public 
power in behalf of private com- 
panies or their management. We 
have met the abuses of power 
by these companies in the past 
ami have achieved substantial 
correct ion. Today fiO percent of 
the workers in the privately 
owned elect rie light and power 
industry are covered by union 
contracts and l lie IBEW itself 
represents more than To percent 
of the organized employes in 
this industry, 

4 The IBEW raises its voice 
on the subject of public power 
at this time in the interest of or- 
ganized labor in the electric light 
and power industry. The subtle 
transformation of the govern- 
ment program from l he proper 
purposes of providing power as 
a by-product of the initial pro- 
gram and of furnishing a ‘yard- 
stick for private utilities has 
reached the stage where it threat- 
ens free enterprise in this in* 
dustry. We support free enter- 
prise not only in our capacity as 
citizens of the t inted Slates but 
also in our capacity as repre- 
sentatives of organized 1alw>r. 
The increase in the area of gov- 
ernment and tiuasi-governmeut 
ownership operation in utilities 
necessarily carries with it a de- 
crease in the area of freedom 
for labor as well as other groups, 
“ladior cherishes its right to 
ba rga in col I cet i vclv ft » r wa ge s 4 
hours and working conditions. 
It fights the abrogation of such 
rights whether in the form of 
anti-labor laws or in the more 
complicated form of transferring 
their status to employes of the 
government without any rights 
to bargain collectively or other- 
wise exercise their economic 
strength. *' 

Correcting Situation 

Rapid correction of the indicated 
situation com plained of is now be- 
ing manifested by cooperation 
thoroughly consistent with the 
principles under which REA be- 
came a function of the Federal 
Government. Space does not per- 
mit minute detailing of such coop* 
oration. However, it should be suf- 


ficient to advise the delegates to 
this convention that the construc- 
tion local unions of the Brother- 
hood nre being presently advised 
of $107,507,824 estimated cost of 
currently proposed REA projects 
throughout the country. Line con- 
struction has been brought under 
Hie provisions of the Davis-Baeon 
Act. Hitherto this act was ap- 
plicable on building construction. 

Before concluding this subject, 
however, 1 do want to urge every 
delegate representing inside local 
unions and nut side and utility lo- 
cal unions 1*» impress upon the 
local unions they do represent and 
emphasize I he necessit y for com- 
pliance with the above referred to 
i*oiii m indent ion in the interest of 
securing and protecting earning 
oppor limit ics for t heir members, 
I am sure the significance of this 
portion of my report will be read- 
ily grasped by the delegates and 
thoroughly understood as an ex- 
planation of the current IBEW 
policy with respect to public* and 
private ownership of utilities. 

The International Office has sup- 
plied the local unions a specially 
prepared form “ certification of 
wage rates*’ with a covering letter 
explaining the necessary details to 
be followed before returning to the 
I. O, Proper attention given to 
these details will result in more 
prompt approval by the DnvLs- 
Bacou Division for application cm 
line const ruction under the REA, 
as well ns federal building con- 
st ruct ion project s s 

General Counsel 

The < Jeneral * ’ounsel s office of 
the International has been engaged 
in the performance of two major 
tasks; (1) advice and (2) litiga- 
tion. 

The Taft* Mart ley Law and vari- 
ous state antidabor laws have 
raised numerous and difficult legal 
questions with respect to trade un- 
ion operations which formerly were 
entirely free from regulation or 
other legal restrictions. The 1.0. 
lias assisted in the handling of 
these problems by nut king written 
and oral legal opinions available to 
representatives of local unions and 
officers and representatives of the 
International when specific ques- 
tions have been raised. 


The L O. has also endeavored, 
through the office of the General 
Counsel, to coordinate and handle 
litigation on problems of national 
importance to the Brotherhood and 
tints, secure clarification of applic- 
able laws. 

Summary Report 

There follows a summary report 
on some of the more important test 
cases involving the IBEW which 
have been decided by the Louris 
and the National Labor Relations 
Board riucc tile HUS ( Convention ; 

LaCrossf Telephone t*orp m r. H* ta- 
ro H s i ti E m pi ** p m rnt R clot io n s 
Hoard* IBEW Local 953 r. Wis- 
consin Employment Eel a lions 
Hoard -Fatted Sinfc/t SupreiM 
('on rt ( January t 19 SB) 

Tin* Telephone Guild, an inde- 
pendent union, filed a petition with 
the Wisconsin Employment Rela- 
tions Board asking that it certify 
the collective bargaining repre- 
sentative of the employes of the 
La Crosse Telephone (Corporation. 
Local Lnion flail of the IBEW 
which represented the employes 
in 1 he plant and traffic depart- 
ments opposed the petition. The 
Wisconsin Board held a hearing 
and ordered an election which was 
won by the Telephone ( Solid, The 
Wisconsin Board certified the Tele- 
phone Guild as the collective bar- 
gaining representative In the plant 
and traffic departments. The rase 
went to a Wisconsin Ci mii t t ‘mi v t 
and then to the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin which ruled In favor of 
the Telephone Guild. The I. (b, on 
behalf o f Local Lnion 953, then 
filed an appeal with the Supreme 
Court fit* the Lulled Slates which, 
after hearing the case, reversed the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court in a 
unanimous opinion. The final out- 
come of the case was that the Tele- 
phone Guilds eerii Heat ion was 
cancelled and IBEW Local Lnion 
953 's bargaining rights were re- 
stored. 

The Lnited States Supreme 
Court tided that since the tele- 
phone company is engaged in in- 
terstate commerce and the tele- 
phone industry is subject to the 
jurisdiction of the National Labor 
Relations Board the Stale is pre- 
cluded from exercising jurisdiction. 
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Tin* Court held that the Federal 
law is supreme even though the* 
National Labor Relations Hoard 
hail not actually taken jurisdic* 
tion of tills particular ease, 

A recent application of this rule 
was made by the Supreme Court 
of t tie I ' niiecl States in Intcnm- 
tinned f'uion /MIV r. O'Brien de- 
cided May K, 1 tloO. wit ere the Mich- 
igan Anti-Strike Law was invali- 
dated <m the ground that tile Stale 
law wus in conlliel with the Fed- 
eral Labor- Management I tc hit ions 
Act of HM7 (Taft-IJarllcy Act’L 
The broad provisions of the 
Ta ft - I la il ley Act may furnish 
other occasions for the invalidation 
of state anti-labor laws on the basis 
of the smile rule which lias hern 
established by the Supreme i ourl 
in the La( *rosse and O'ttrirn eases, 

Denver Building and Construrfinn 
Trades (*nnnrit: I HEW Lund 
I n ion No. (>S t et id t\ National 
Labor Heiaiimis Hoard Cnih d 
States Court of Appeals for tin 
District of Columbia ( Septem- 
ber* 1950) 

In this tiasc, the United Stales 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia unanimously reversed 
the National Labor Relations 
I bam I and held that picket inn a 
non-union elect rical sub-contractor 
mi a building job does not violate 
tins secondary hoy rot I provisions 
of the Tnfl- Mart ley Act. 

The Solicitor Conceal of the 
I 'tilted States Has stated the in- 
tention of the Covcrn merit to ap- 
peal the decision to the Supreme 
Court of the United States which 
will probably rule oil the quest ton 
during the present term of court. 

The facts in the case were that 
I loose anti Liutucr, a union gen- 
eral contractor made arrangements 
with Could and ('manor, a non- 
union electrical sub-contractor to 
r|n certain electrical work, includ- 
ing the furnishing of electrical ma- 
terials, in the construct inn of a 
small conmierriat building on Man 
nock Street in Denver, Colorado. 
All other trades on the jobs were 
union. After the IBKVV repre- 
sentatives had requested coopera- 
tion to make the job fair, n picket 
was placed on the job with a 
placard reading, * * Tills Job t a fair 


to Denver Building and Const ruc- 
tion Trades Council.** There was 
a work stoppage for approximately 
two weeks and the turn -union eon- 
tractor was replaced. 

The Court adopted the dissent- 
ing opinion of Judge Clark of the 
United States Court of Appeals 
for t he Second t ’ircuil expressed in 
the case of fHEW Local I n ion 501 
i\ XIMB, which is discussed be- 
low, and held that the picketing 
did not constitute a secondary Ihjv- 
eott because Douse mid Liutner, 
the general contractor, was mu a 
“neutral M in the tabor dispute. 
The Court ruled that the picketing 
was protected by Section Kt of tlu* 
Act which safeguards the right to 
strike and that it was primary ac- 
tion directed againsi I oil (i the gen- 
eral contractor and the mm -union 
elec t r ieu I su b-con t rad or. 

The L O. participated in this 
cast* together with the Building 
Trades Department and the 
l J lu i niters* Union* 

I HEW Local 50 1 v, National La - 

hoc litlttliom Hoard Cnitcd 

States Court of Appeals for tin 

Second Circuit ( Ft bruit nj t 1950) 

The facts in this ease arc ns fol- 
lows; liiorgi, a general contractor 
of Port Chester, New York, eon- 
tract cd to build a private dwelling 
house for the sum of $ 1 5,200 in 
lirecnwieh, Connecticut. Longer, a 
non-union electrical contractor in 
Port Chester, New York, was given 
a sub-i'Oi it met for the electrical 
work on the house in the amount 
of $.*120.00 I iy (liorgi. The Business 
Repnxsenliitive of Local Union dot 
advised Drlturto, the union car- 
penter con tractor on the job, that 
the job was unfair, Thereafter, 
Local Union 501 picketed the job 
with a placard stating that "This 
Job is Unfair To Megan used La- 
bor.** Work slopped and Lunger 
agreed to give up his contract. 

The Untied States Court of Ap- 
peals for 1 lie Second Circuit by a 
divided vote of two to one, I odd 
that the picketing constituted a 
secondary boycott in violation of 
Section ft (!»► (4) (A) of the Taft- 
Hartley Act, The majority of the 
Court conceded that the picketing 
might have been legal if it bail oc- 
curred at the time when the nun- 


union electricians were on the job 
Judge Clark dissented from the 
majority view mid stated that be 
ladieved that the decision of lie 
National Labor Relations Board 
should be reversed because neither 
Liorgi, the general contractor, nor 
l icltorlo, 1 hi* carpenter sub-con 1 car- 
lo r* were nett train to the dispute. 
This dissenting opinion was sub- 
stantially adopted by the United 
States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia in the Denver 
Huildimj and ('onstruc tion Trades 
Coinin'/ case which has been dis- 
cussed above, 

A petition fora writ of certiorari 
was filed on behalf of the local 
union with ihe Supremo Court of 
the United States, The Solicitor 
L moral of the United States at 
first opposed the petition but lias 
since changed his position and 
agreed that the Supreme Court 
should take jurisdiction of the 
JBKNY appeal on the secondary 
boycott | H*i 1 1 1 . 

Il is therefore probable that the 
Supreme Court will accept the ease 
and hand flown a ruling on the 
right to picket in the building and 
construction industry during this 
term of court. 

The Internal inria] Office partici- 
pated in this case, together with 
the local union, 

(Ironnnan r, l HEW Local Comm 

35 f J ailed State s ('ourt of , l / *- 

pi ah for tin Tenth (* ire nit (No- 
vember, ID 19 ) 

The United States Court of Ap- 
peals for the Tenth Circuit ruled 
in this case I hat the picketing of 
a school board c onst met ion job did 
not affect com merer because onlv 
$(1000 of materials were shipped 
to tlic job across state lines amt 
this was eonsideml by the Court 
as too trilling in constitute an ef 
feel on commerce which would 
make the Ta f 1 - 1 1 a rtley Act apptic 
able. This decision represents one 
of 1 lie few rulings handed down 
by a Circuit Court of Appeals 
holding that a labor dispute doc*, 
not come within the commerce 
clause of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act or ihe Taft- Ha rtley Act. 

The case arose ns the result of 
a civil suil filed by Lroticniau, a 
general contractor, under Section 
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nm fin of the Tn ft -Marl ley Act 
alleging Hint damages had resulted 
to Oronoimm from a stoppage of 
work ea used by picketing carried 
oti by I HEW Local Union 354, 
The picket was placed on tin- job 
been use the school board had lei 
a contract to Knglc. u small non 
union elect Heal sub-contractor. 
The Federal District Oolirt dis- 
missed the case on llu* ground of 
lack of jurisdiction and the Court 
of Appeals affirmed the Titling by 
a u mini minis opinion on the 
grounds stated a hove. 

No appeal was taken by the gen- 
eral contractor after the Court of 
Appeals decided 1 lie ease. The I. 
n. participated in this case to- 
gether wit h ihe Local Union, 

U7 st Texas FtiW res < ' o tn pa n y t 
hie., I'ditiomr, Notional Labor 
It el a lions Hoard, Respondeat 
and IHEW {InUrrvnOr)- S. 
Court of A p; tea Is for (tn District 
of Columbia (Juhj f 1950) 

West Texas C I i I i t i es Company 
refused to bargain with Local Un- 
ions SUS, 020 and 1044 of the ln- 
teniftlimml Urol herhood Klec- 
t Heal Workers in the Fall of IP47. 
The local unions had been certi- 
fied by the National Labor I Mil- 
lions Board. They had bled the 
nou-Cpmnmiiisi affidavits required 
by the, aH and the Intermit iona \ 
had also filed such affidavits. The 
company claim ml. however, that 
it was under no duty to bargain 
because the Vice Presidents of the 
American Federation of Labor had 
not at that time signed such abi- 
de vils. 

The question presented by the 
case was ihe same question which 
had been ruled on by the National 
Labor Relations Board in the case 
of Northern Virginia HrOadnO iters 
Com pan tf (I HEW l, or a I Cinttn 
1215) in which the Board bad re- 
versed < loner a! Utmnsel Denhams 
interpretation of the Act, 

The United States f’ourt of Ap- 
peals for the District of (’olumbia 
ruled by a divided vote of two to 
one that West Texas I f Hides l.’oni- 
pjmy should have bargained with 
t he IBKW and that Board vs order 
against the company should be 
enforced. The Court held that the 
requirements of the act were sa- 


tisfied by the compliance of the 
local union and the International 
union. The Court also held that 
even if Ihe officers of the Federa- 
tion were required to file, such 
filing had occurred prior to iho 
lime when Ihe NLRB proceedings 
were inslit nled In this respect 
the Dourt disagreed with the posi- 
tion of tin' Nalitmal Labor filia- 
tions Board that the affidavits 
must be on file prior to the com- 
mencement of NLliB proceedings. 

The Internal iomd in ter veiled in 
tills case on behalf of Iho local 
unions. 

In the Mutter of Pefredis and 
F i '■ if e r f 1 *e n n s ytva n 1 a Bn il * i in g 
and Carntnictiun 7' rad ex Coun- 
cil; IBEW Local Cnion 
National Labor Udtt lions Hoard 
(July, 1919) 

The decision of the National 
Labor Relations Board in this case 
established I he important prin- 
ciple that the Board would de- 
cline 1o assert jurisdiction of sec- 
ondary boycott charges involving 
small building trades jobs, Pre- 
viously, the Board had taken the 
position that il was required by 
the To II - 1 1 art ley Act to assert 
jurisdiction over every case involv- 
ing a secondary I my cot t. 

The Trial Examiner ruled that 
IB KAY Local Union 5 had violated 
Section N ib) i 4 i (A) of the Act 
by imli tying the men on the job 
that a non-union electrical con- 
tractor was performing the elec- 
trical work. Tlie job involved the 
construction of on $S0,1M)0 drive in 
theater ul BridgevUle, Pcimsv b 
vanfn. All the contra dors were 
IVnnsyl vania contractors- The 
National Labor Relations Board 
in a unanimous decision reversed 
the trial examiner and dismissed 
ihe coni plaint against the IBKW 
on the ground that if did not 
effectuate the purposes or policy 
of the act to exercise jurisdiction 
tn the case. 

The Board has applied this doc- 
trine in a number of eases since 
the ruling in the Fctredis and 
Fry vc ease to dismiss complaints 
involving operations which are 
hoI deemed to affect commerce 
sufficiently Uj warrant the exercise 
of jurisdiction by the Boat'd, In 


the ease of Carpenter and Shaer, 
for example, the Board declined to 
assert jurisdiction in an unfair 
labor practice charge involving nn 
employer who was doing an an- 
nual volume of business amount- 
ing to $fi7<>,000 a year. 

tn the Matter of West Virginia 
Etn tnc ('orporafion ; IHE IT 
Local Vn ion 596 — National 
Labor 11* tat ions Hoard ( Jam. 
I960) 

hi ibis case the National Labor 
Relations Board dismissed the com- 
plaint against the IBKW and held 
that il would uoi assert jurisdic- 
tion of a school construction job 
amounting 1o $121,721 although 
the non-union electrical eoutraclor 
performed approximately 25 per- 
cent of his animal business outside 
the State, 

In the Matter of At ■/. Srhncidvr , 
lnt\; 1 HEW Local Cnion 16 
National Labor it elutions Board 
( November, 1919) 

JBE W Local I n ion Ifi picketed 
a school building project at Owens- 
boro, Kentucky* because of the 
employment of a non-union elee- 
i rica I cpnt rad or I iy the ( hvens 
boro Board of Eld uca lion. The 
National Labor Relations Board 
dismissed the complaint and held 
that Section S (hi (4) (A i did 
not apply because the school 
hoard Is a political subdivision 
and, therefore, not subject to See- 
lion S (b) (4) (A), This ruling 
appl ies only hi cases where the 
electrical contract is let directly 
by 1 he school board or other polit- 
ical subdivision. 

In th( Matin' of FithUr Herrin 
Company of Colorado; IBEW 
L o t n a f C nio n 1 i $6 ,V at i o n a l 

Lab or lit fat ions 11 oa rd ( . 1 grit , 
1950) 

The trial examiner in this ease 
ruled that a clause in the agree- 
ment between the local union ami 
the company providing for the 
support of the collective bargain- 
ing agency by non-members of the 
union, pursuant to which a dis- 
charge occurred, was a violation 
of the Wagner AH, The National 
Labor Relations Board reversed 
ihe trial examiner and held that 
the support money provision was 
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valid under the Wagner Act. No 
ruling has been made aa yet on 
the status of such a clause under 
the Tal't. Hartley Act. The I. 0. 
participated in these Board cases* 

Legal services were also fur* 
1 1 Lshed or provided by the 1.0, in 
re | > resen ta t ion p n weedin gs be fore 
the National Labor Relations 
Board which arose out of organiz- 
ing campaigns of the International 
in the electrical mamifacturing, 
light and power, telephone and 
other industries. Memorandums 
of law have been supplied for (he 
eon si deration of officials of the 
National Labor Relations Board in 
determining whether to dismiss un- 
fair labor practice charges against 
local unions of Ihe Brotherhood 
a Tul legal assistance has also been 
furnished in cases before flic 
State and Canadian Courts. 

Wage and Price Controls 

It is obvious wage controls 
could be placed into effect in Ihe 
construction industry in one of 
so v e ra 1 w ays : ( 1 ) ( j encra l w n ge 
controls for all industry are now 
requited by law at the same time 
i hat general price controls are 
imposed. (2) Selected price and 
wage controls in a single industry 
could be invoked under the law* 
f'3) Apart from any law a volun- 
tary program of wage stabiliza- 
tion might bo undertaken as was 
done in the stabilization agree- 
ment of May 22, during the 

last war* 

At the present time it appears 
that wage controls are unlikely in 
the construction industry in the 
immediately forseeable future. 

■ 1) General price and wage con- 
trols are not apt to be imposed 
until other methods of controlling 
inflationary pressures have been 
Tried and have been shown in- 
adequate, Voluntary appeals to 
control prices probably will not 
work if inflationary pressures are 
strong* Credit controls and high- 
er taxes are also likely to precede 
total wage and price controls. 

{2} The difficulties of applying 
price ceilings to const ruction work 
make more unlikely the imposi- 
tion of wage ceilings in this in- 
dustry under Ihe new law* Dur- 
ing OP A days a formula type of 


price ceiling was developed in 
construction, fixing the bids or 
prices which contractors could ac- 
cept* This formula was deter- 
mined for any con trad or by OP A 
ceiling prices on materials, wages 
as approved by the Wage Stabil- 
ization Board* and a base period 
profit margin. The absence of 
price controls on building mate- 
rials prices renders ineffective any 
formula pricing on const ruction 
now* and at the same time makes 
wage controls less likely* 

(3) The voluntary stabilization 
of wages in construction in May, 
was accomplished tit the 
grave crisis after Pearl Harbor 
and in the face of the imminent 
probability of wage controls be- 
ing imposed by government* 
These conditions are not parallel 
today. The changing inflationary 
picture, however, merits the close 
attention of oil members and of- 
ficers of our union. Substantial 
further inflation will certainly re- 
sult in the invoking of general 
wage and price controls* 

Resolutions Adopted by the 
1948 Convention 

The following is a brief report 
of the action of the International 
Office in compliance with the ac- 
tion of file 1 948 Convention in the 
adoption of the indicated resolu- 
tions: 

Resolution No. 5: 

During the intervening sessions 
of Hon gross the purpose of Res- 
olution No. o was impossible of 
a r com pi ishiiicu t . II owe v c r T a d - 

mmistratively, the situation is 
being partially improved gradu- 
ally by the Navy Department 
through the instil Hat ion of Navy 
officers with industrial electrical 
engineering background. It is 
conceivable that with imminent 
potentialities of war existing dur- 
ing the past two years Congress 
was not amenable to persuasion 
In the matter covered by this res- 
olution. 

Resolution No. 7 : 

Comm unicat ions were forwarded 
to the business managers and 
financial secretaries of all local 
unions urging ihe members, their 
families and friends to register 
and vote and informing them of 


the necessity for individual action 
as free American citizens inter- 
ested in and concerned with the 
welfare of our Nation and also 
urging voluntary contributions for 
Labor's League for Political Edu- 
cation* 

Numerous articles have appeared 
in the Electrical Workers Journal 
emphasizing the value of individ- 
ual effort in this direction. 

Our legislative representative, 
combined much effort with that of 
representatives of other labor or- 
ganizations on Capitol Hill* De- 
spite every effort failure was met 
with in the endeavor to have the 
Ta ft -Ha rt ley 1 ,a w re) waled in t he 
Hist Congress because of an in- 
congruous alliance of reactionary 
Republicans and horse-1 ending 
Democrats. The only hope for cor- 
rect ion o f t he Ta ft- 1 1 a rl ley e vi l 
lies through those in Labor hav- 
ing representatives elected to Con- 
gress who at once recognize the 
justice of labor's cause and the 
unholy determination by certain 
elements of society to bind wage 
earners with r ha ins of enslave- 
ment. 

Resolution No. 10: 

Purport of lids resolution was 
given serious consideration and ap- 
proached from the angle of possi- 
bilities of accomplishment of pur- 
pose. The conclusion was reached 
that ihe desired result would be 
facilitated through cooperation of 
the utility electric and power com- 
panies and that obtain men t of such 
cooperation should be indicated 
before organization among our 
members was attempted* The mat- 
ter could then be proceeded with 
on a joint sponsorship basis under 
a carefully formula ted plan. This 
can be readily understood when 
the various types of construction 
practiced by utility and power 
companies, employing our mem- 
bers, are considered with other 
types of construction made use 
of by companies not organized. 
Procedure consistent with the 
above 1ms been inaugurated but 
progress to date indicates a greater 
length of time will be required. 

Resolution No. 11: 

The IBKW legislative repre- 
sentative combined endeavors with 
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tin* legislative representatives of 
other labor organizations in fnip- 
porting Public Law No. 171, which 
wan approved July 15* 1949. This 
law cslablisLies u National Housing 
objective of a decent home for 
every American family, 1* pro- 
v id cm federal aid for si tun clear* 
anee project* and Low rent hous- 
ing projects* as well as federal 
assist anee for the construction of 
decent, safe and sanitary farm 
dwellings, h authorizes the build- 
ing of 810*000 lovv rent housing 
units over a period of six years, 
for the use of American families 
with small incomes- It is also de- 
signed to stimulate the private 
building industry to const ruct 
more than one million housing 
units each year to overcome the 
severe housing shortage in the 
rutted States. 

Resolution No. 14: 

Senator Douglas, Illinois, intro- 
duced Senate Hills 3394 and 33115 
and others introduced legislation 
to rut animal leave from 26 days 
to 20 clays each year and sick 
leave from 15 days to 12 days, 
Mllier legislation was proposed to 
abolish the privilege of acetimuln- 
tion of leave mid to make it man- 
datory that all leave be used lip 
by December 31. 1950, The IBKW 
and other government employe 
unions vigorously and successfully 
opposed this legislation and will 
continue to oppose similar legisla- 
tion which is in preparation for in* 
i rod net ion in the next < 'ongrca*. 
The ill lent pis referred to above, 
resulted in failure for the sponsors 
of such legislation because of the 
opposition developed by govern- 
men l employe groups. None of 
the a I wive mentioned Lulls succeed- 
ed iu getting past any commit toe 
In cither Mouse of Congress, 

Resolutions No. 19 and 20: 

Public Law No. 734, as approved 
August 28* 11*50, is known ns the 
Social Security Bill. As approved* 
the bill increases the average social 
security lienefit from $20.00 per 
uirnilh Hi $45.00, and extends cov- 
erage tit ad ami 10 million more 
workers* including federal employ- 
es hired on “force account and 
such other federal employes who 
are not presently covered by some 


kind of retirement plan. It in- 
e maxes lux rate to 2 percent iu 
11*54, to 2i/f» percent until 1960 
and gradually increases to a maxi- 
mum of 3y> percent in 1970. It 
also taxes the first $3000.00 earned 
per year instead of the present 
$3000.00, 

The legislative representatives of 
many of the labor organizations 
including our own, made much ef- 
fort iu connection with the desired 
improvement in the Social Secur- 
ity Bill, Their success is attested 
by the above brief description of 
results. However, it was impossible 
to accomplish the desired improve- 
ments indicated iu resolution* 19 
mid 20. 

Resolutions No. 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 
and 28: 

These resolutions requesting or- 
ganization in the Lamp and Lamp- 
shade Industry, the Wholesale and 
Jobber* Industry, Wire and Table 
Industry* and Armature Winding 
and Motor Repair Industry, have 
hmt complied with since, as well 
as prior, to ihcir adoption by the 
1948 Touvctitiou, There has been 
no concent rated effort or special as- 
signment of representatives to or- 
ganization in the respective fields. 
The intensive program of organ- 
ization in broader fields did not 
permit cum parable effort in the 
classifications described at this 
time. The manufacturing plants 
and factories in most of these fields 
are not so concentrated as to en- 
able an I ntemational Representa- 
tive to profitably devote time to 
the purpose without sacrificing ef- 
fort in some pa ni mount directions, 
This, of course, does not mean the 
employe* Ln such fields should not 
1 m; organized but it does mean that 
until other organization programs 
are concluded organization efforts 
in these fields through the Inter- 
national Office must be limited to 
the encouragement of and arous- 
ing the interest of the local unions. 

Progress has been made in the 
organizing of the Lighting Fixture 
Industry, A number of new agree- 
ments ha vv been negotiated cover- 
ing fixture manufacturing firms 
previously operating on a non- 
union basis. Among this number 
\s the well known Benjamin Fix- 
ture Tom puny when* the IBKW 


is now recognized as the exclusive 
bargaining agency for its em- 
ployes. 

Resolution No. 26: 

The American Federation of La- 
bor has been giving much thought 
and consideration to the adoption 
of the 30-hour week program . To 
date no progress has been made 
in the direction of accomplishment. 
This is not to say that we should 
not pioneer in establishing cumin 
lions, it is said, however, with 
the courage of conviction that deli 
it civ we should refrain from 
launching into a program that is 
untimely, ax well as mm-feasiblc, 
and experience defeat \ hat will re- 
sult in discouragement of a later 
effort at a more appropriate time 
and under eireumsta rices more con- 
ducive to success. Some few of our 
local unions have established* dur- 
ing Hums of depression* conditional 
30-hour work periods. These work 
periods are conditional upon per- 
centages of unemployment in given 
territories, It is a constructive 
procedure* but it does not justify 
local unions claiming they have 
a 30-hour week work period nor 
does it justify the convention 
adopting a resolution recommend 
ing a 30- hour week to Im observe* I 
at tins time by all of the local 
unions affiliated with the Interna 
tioiui! Brut herhood of Electrical 
Workers, 

Resolution No. 29: 

The subject of paid vacations has 
been covered in other portions of 
this report. From time to time 
articles have appeared in I lie of- 
ficial Journal bearing upon the 
subject encouraging and promo* ing 
the idea. 

The first “Resolve* 7 of tins reso- 
lution suggests the distribution of 
Maniple agreements for paid vaea 
tions. The non -feasibility of such 
procedure at this time is clearly 
pictured by this report under tin- 
ea pt ion of “Construction Branch* 
ex.** 

Resolutions No. 30 and 38: 

The objective* of Resolutions No. 
94* and 3S have been attained. 

Resolution No. 40: 

This resolution has been com- 
plied with in the manner Ulus- 
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t rated in this report under the 
rapt Ion “Telephone Industry. M 

Off Shore Territorial Jurisdiction 

In the Panama Cana! Zone our 
lorn I unions have main mined pro- 
gress indicated by an increase in 
membership of better than fi per- 
cent and as local unions of govern- 
ment employes the members enjoy 
v i rt ua 1 1 y 1 00 percent orgn i 1 i zn - 
tioit. They have benefited by mod- 
erate increase in wages since our 
last convention* 

In Alaska Local ITiion No. 15o0 
has been chartered bringing the 
total local unions in Alaska to o r 
and a general increase in incmber- 
sliip of better than 10 per cent* 

In the Hawaiian Islands we have 
made greater effort and I am con- 
vinced greater progress than any 
other AFofL labor union. A na- 
live has l*cen appointed as an In- 
ternational Representative with a 
very prominent beneficial result. 
It must tie recognized that there 
hits not been a great deal of con- 
struction work in the Islands since 
our last convention. 

Political Situation 

In the field of political activities 
the members of the IBKW are 
ami in manifesting the interest of 
citizens in good government U> tin 
extent not equaled by the members 
of any oilier labor organization. 
This correct and proper statement, 
however, must not be misconstrued 
to indicate that any lessening of 
effort is wise. As a matter of fact, 
I ice a use of the desperate need of 
improvement hi government laws, 
doubling and then again doubling 
of effort is warranted. Our mem- 
bers as individual citizens have 
again led by a wide margin the 
mem bars of other labor organiza- 
tions in financial contributions to 
Labor's League for Political Edu- 
cation. 

Financial contribution is not 
only an essential but a necessary 
manifestation of interest. But 
financial contribution of itself 
alone is not sufficient. Fulfilling 
the duty of every American citizen 
to exorcise his franchise, to register 
as a voter, to vote, to interest his 
friends in and convince Ids ac- 
quaintances of the qualifications of 


candidates and to make the proper 
choice of candidates, is equally, if 
not more important titan financial 
contributions. 

More and more each day it be- 
comes idea rly demount ru t cd that 
government is increasing activities 
in the economic lives of the con- 
stituents. This is inadvertent in 
some instances in other instances 
it is the result, of a deliberate 
intention by certain elements to 
regulate 1 lie economic life of other 
elements to t he advantage of profit 
and prosperity for some at the 
cost of sub-human standards of 
living to others. 

Our country today is taking the 
lead in the fighi for freedom from 
enslavement of peoples throughout 
the world. In this tight for free- 
dom i to organization or groups of 
citizens have contributed more or 
served as effectively as a bulwark 
against international gangsterism, 
known suid identified as commun- 
ism, than the American Federation 
of Labor. This is a contribution 
by labor with which most people 
are unfamiliar. Despite this fact, 
however, we must have the cour- 
age of our convict ions and charge 
1 rut h fully, fact fully and undeni- 
ably, that there arc representatives 
whose voices in the halls of Con* 
gress today are I icing, and have 
been, spent in the effort to deny 
labor and those who labor, the 
Hod-given inherent rights of Anier 
lean citizens. 

Building Trades Department 
Affiliation 

In the introductory seel ion of 
this report your attention is called 
to our jurisdiction 1 icing en- 
croached upon. You arc also ad- 
vised of my intention to apprise 
the convention of the seriousness 
of the effect of such procedure and 
to request the convention to give 
serious consideration to and ap- 
prove the remedial measures that 
I recommend in this report, 

In reporting to the Twenty-third 
Convention, you were informed of 
the situation in its then present 
stage. You were also requested to 
give serious consul crat ion lo a pro- 
posal authorizing the International 
President to withdraw the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Fleet rim I 


Workers From the Building and 
Construction Trades 1 >eparl incut 
and jurisdictional disputes agree- 
ment, The Committee on the In- 
ternational President a report 
recommended that the Report of 
the 1. P* lie accepted and the re- 
port of the committee was adopt* 
cd. However, there was no pro- 
posal submilted to the convention. 

I must now report to you that 
we have patiently endeavored dur 
ing the period intervening between 
conventions to properly protect 
our jurisdiction under the plan 
adopted by the Building Trades 
Department, Due to highly capa- 
ble and commendable presentation, 
the score is IT favorable and X un- 
favorable derisions to the Elect id- 
eal Workers. This score, however, 
cannot he viewed as a score ill base- 
ball, games or other athletic con- 
tests. We did not participate in 
a single ease before the Board un- 
less we were convinced, that the 
ease involved an encroachment on 
our jurisdiction. We had, and still 
definitely have, firm con vie lions 
l hat the S east's lost eons! i luted H 
instances in which the rightful 
eu ruing op port unities were denied 
members* of the Brotherhood Ac- 
cord i ugly, on the basis of the mim- 
lw>r of eases, we were denied one- 
third of our rightful jurisdiction. 

The jurisdiction of each labor 
organization affiliated wit h t he 
American Federation of Labor is 
generally hut thoroughly compre- 
hensively designated in the charter 
granted. 

In the past when the American 
Federation of Labor was disposing 
of jurisdictional disputes involving 
organizations affiliated with the 
Building Trades Department, char- 
ter definitions of jurisdiction were 
recognized and respected. How- 
ever, since the creation of the 
Build ing Trades Department, the 
tendency has been increasingly 
I irova leu t to assume preroga t i ves o f 
the American Federal ion of La- 
bor itself without authority for so 
doing and without ever being 
granted to the Building Trades De- 
partment, 

hi the process of rendering jur- 
isdiction dispute decisions I am 
frank to say that the awarding of 
(Cunt i it m d tm pat}' $■#) 
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In bringing you mv report as 
I ntemalhmal Secretary of mir 
Brotherhood, 1 should first tiki 1 to 
extend cordial greetings to each 
of you. 

This report is made to voti anil 
through you, to every mendier of 
our Brotherhood, in accordance 
with Article til, Section 5 of our 
Constitution, and covers the period 
from duly 1, 194H. when my his! 
report was made to you, to duly 
31, lWil), 

A General Summary 

Article VI of oiir 4 %m^t il ill ion 
ilcscriltcs fully the duties and re* 
sponsihilitics of the I utcniat ional 
Secretary. 1 have tried to the best 
of my ability to live up to these 
duties and responsibilities in the 
letter and should like to outline 
for you here, point by point, the 
methods and procedures followed. 
This will be an outline only a 
general summary. However, it is 
in y desire to give you a complete 
report of all that has transpired 
in the Secretary's I >e part men t 
since our last (Vnivention and 
therefore T have again asked our 
supervisors to summarize for you 
the work of nil our departments. 
Their more detailed reports will 
follow my general one. 1 slum hi 
like to say here and now that we 
have tried to do a good job. I 
think you will find that much has 
been accomplished since our Inst 
Convention and that in general 
our service to the Brotherhood has 
been satisfactory. This could never 
have been accomplished without 
these supervisors and nil our cue 


By •!. S«*oll Mi Ini' 

ployes who worked with them. 
Hiily the supervisors * names ap- 
pear, but it is only by the con- 
certed effort of every member of 
the staff, and they have worked 
long and faithfully, Dun we have 
been aide to accomplish anything, 
1 should like to mention here too, 
the good work of my assistants in 
the International Office, William 
\\\ I to! || lilts, Howard I\ Wright 
and Dona Id Fan cry, 

1 wish to mention also the work 
of the International Secretary's 
stenographic pool. Volume of cor- 
respondence in our department has 
been greatly increased and we have 
tried to give quick, efficient serv- 



ice to every request. The stenog- 
raphers and typists have done good 
work under the able super vision 
of my present secretary. Miss Bcr- 
nndinc Quinn and my former sec- 
retary, Sirs. Doris Fanccy. 

My thanks go to every person 
on in v staff, I am grateful to them 
for all the help they have given 
me. 

The first duty of the Internation- 
al Secretary listed in Section I of 
Article VI of our Constitution is 
stated thus: “To keep correct rec- 
ords of the proceedings of the In- 
ternational ronveniion and pre- 
serve nil import nut papers of 
I.B.K.W business/* You have the 


Proceeding* of tin* last Convent ion. 
Those were carefully compiled and 
edited and indexed as com pi cl cl \ 
as possible. Action on resolutions 
and i Vmsfi till ional .changes are 
given a I Hie end of each with the 
page reference fur your conveni- 
ence. With regard to other im- 
portant papers, they have nil been 
carefully preserved at iltc Interna- 
tional Office in our files and vaults. 
We have had countless documents 
microlUmed mid the film stored in 
fireproof cabinet*. thus making our 
records secure mid conserving 
space at the same time. 

Archives Collection 

And speaking of our import an f 
records, we should like to mention 

here, the growth of our Archives 
collection. This living record of 
the history of our Brotherhood is 
slowly but surely expanding. Since 
our last report to you, wit h t he fine 
cooperation of our locals and in- 
di vidua I members we have added 
many items in our collection. With 
the except inn of a very few Hems 
still missing, we have a full set of 
Journals from Volume I, No. 1, 
published in is 93 to the present 
day, all official (*f invention pictures 
from 1891 on, all Convention 
badges from the very first up to 
the ones you are wearing today, 
all Convention Pm-mlings. Of- 
lieen/ Report h and Constitutions 
from our inception up to the pres- 
ent, We have many other interest- 
ing pieces in our collection also, 
among them in I cresting early elec- 
trical fixtures and equipment, as 
well as pictures, programs, news 
clippings, receipt H p etc, which have 
a special meaning to members of 
the I.B.E.W. We have set up a 
permanent file for every local 
union in our Brotherhood, lulu 
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I host; files we are placing all photos, 
news clippings, anything old ov 
new concerning our members. Cur- 
rent material will he valuable arch- 
ive material some day so we are 
assembling it now. Labor papers 
from all over ihe country are 
scanned daily for items of interest 
concerning our locals or individ- 
ual members, clipped and placed 
in their proper local union file. 

We hope that these files and the 
general material in our display 
eases will prove an ever-growing 
source of pleasure and interest to 
all visitors to the headquarters of- 
fice. I should like to publicly thank 
all locals and members who have 
made our collection possible, Tn 
this regard we should like to men* 
lion that certificates of thanks have 
hocn designed a in l are inscribed 
in decorative script for issue to all 
donors of Archives material. 

Financial State Good 

Section 1, Article YT of our Con- 
stitution further states the duty of 
the Secretary with regard to de- 
posit of funds in banks approved 
by the International Executive 
( Sou n c i 1 a n d Sect! o 1 1 3 cm pc >we r s 
him to make in vestments of 
LB.E.W. and pension funds, sub- 
ject to the approval of the I.E.C, 

In this regai'd, I should like to 
make a few comments. You will 
see in the International Treasurer's 
report, our audit with full details. 
You can see the healthy state of 
our finances and will note that the 
auditors find all details of our 
bookkeeping in good order. 

All money is kept in hanks ap- 
proved by the LEAb and in accord 
with the Constitution a bank ac- 
count was opened at the Florida 
National Bank and Trust Company 
in the City of Miami, to cover all 
< Convention expenses. 

Pension Plan 

No comment on our finances 
would be complete without men- 
tion of that subject which is of 
such keen interest to us all — our 
Pension Plan. The number going, 
on pension is increasing steadily. 
At the end of 1847, we had 2028 
persons on pension. In June of 
ih is year there were 3775, The in- 
crease is not alarming when we 
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consider our growth in membership 
over the years, but we must he 
mind fut of our responsibilities to 
our long-time members and con- 
stantly seek to strengthen and sc- 
cure our Pension Plan, In ibis 
regard we have made progress since 
our last convention. The contin- 
ued cooperation of our employers 
in the National Electrical Con- 
tractors 1 Association and their col- 
lection of the one percent, for the 
Pension Benefit Trust Fund has 
been the greatest factor in stabil- 
izing our plan. In the spring of 
this year, a drive to get our utility 
companies to cooperate with us on 
the pension was begun and has met 
with success in several utility com- 
panies. We hope I he plan will 
spread and many more will come 
in with us. Revenues to the Pen- 
sion Fund have also been increased 
by the assessments pni d by most 
of our Palladia u locals in an at- 
tempt to compensate for the lack 
of contributions from Canadian 
contractors, and also by the addi- 
tional sums added by ihe number 
of “B” and “BA” members who 


have changed over to “A 1 ’ mem- 
bership. 

One additional factor contribut- 
ing to stabilizing of our Pension 
Fund was the arrangement made 
in June 1H50 with the N.EXVA. 
providing for the payment of 
Canadian pensions out of the Pen- 
sion Benefit Trust Fund. 

So much for comment on the 
financial side of our Pension Plan. 
To me and 1 know to you dele- 
gates too. discussion on our Pen- 
sion Plan cannot he confined to a 
statement of dollars and ecu Is, It 
is a living, vital part of our Brolb- 
e Hu h ) d am 1 on e of the fi n es l tilings 
that has ever come out of our band 
ing together in a union. 1 wish you 
could read the letters that come 
into our office daily, so that you 
too might know what the pension 
means to the old-timers who built 
our Brotherhood. Space will not 
permit voluminous quotes, but read 
an excerpt or two picked at ran- 
dom from our files of recent cor- 
respondence. 

From An 84 -year Old 

From a member In New Jersey: 
‘"1 consider our pension plan the 
best that any organization has 
adopted and feel that 1 have been 
very fortunate la share in its bene- 
fits so many years, I am 84 years 
of age and unable to earn a living, 
but with care can live comfort- 
ably.” 

From Amarillo, Texas: '‘The 
pension I mn receiving from the 
I.R.EAV, means the difference to 
my wife and myself between just 
getting by and being comfortable. ’ * 

An old-timer in Missouri says: 
“No need to tell you how thank- 
ful we are for the monthly pension 
check as it is our only means of 
livelihood.” 

Another Texan writes: “It sure 
is good for an old man to know 
lie is going to get $50 every 
month.” 

Those are just a few of the hun- 
dreds of hcurl -warming comments 
that reach your International Of- 
fice and make us know we've got 
to keep faith with these, our old 
Brothers* and work constantly to 
preserve and stabilize our Pension 
Plan so we may never fail one of 
these or any other who looks for- 
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ward to sharing the promised bene- 
fit. 

The nest duty of the Interna- 
tional Secretary set down in your 
Constitution states that he must 
keep a record of all members and 
the correct financial account of 
every local union with the f.B.K.W. 

These records are being kept 
very carefully and we have tried 
very hard in the past two years to 
keep on a current basis in mak- 
ing our per capita reports to the 
locals- — that is, have all reports 
credited, posted and returned to 
our locals within :i0 days. Report 
of tiie Recording. Department will 
bring you the details of our prog- 
ress in this regard. Our “Suspense 
Account *’ -name applied to that 
money which has been received m 
the L O. but must wait posting 
by the Recording Department be- 
fore it can be credited to its proper 
account by the Bookkeeping De- 
partment — has not increased ex* 
i-essiveh in lieu of our increased 
membership of approximately 50 t - 
000 and our changeover of many 
M B M and “BA M members to “ A 

WV are endeavoring to simplify 
the record keeping and bookkeep- 
ing work both in our own offices in 
Washington and in the offices of 
our local unions. 

Improvements Made 

Certain improvements have been 
made su far and ot Iters are in the 
formulation process. Our system 
of over printing receipts and tilling 
in all items except the member's 
name and card number is working 
well in many of our locals, being 
best suited to those in the utility 
and manufacturing fields where 
members often pay dues by check- 
off, It has been found that this 
type of receipt saves *0 percept 
of the time formerly required to 
fill out the basic receipts. 

We are now in the process of 
consulting with several companies 
on a system of punch card opera- 
tions for local unions whereby ma- 
chines will make out receipts for 
members, copy for the I.n, t post 
standing to a ledger sheet and in 
general keep the members' records. 

After much invest jga lion and 
discussion, it has been determined, 
and contracts are already under 
way to install a punch card system 


in the l.O. covering certain in- 
formation on all our "A 1 ’ mem- 
bers. We feel that this is necessary 
because of our Pension Benefit 
Fund* We are required by law 
to submit to the Treasury Depart- 
ment an actuarial report every two 
years, ns it applies to the National 
Electrical Benefit Fund, The 
N.E.B.F. has no means of supply- 
ing this information and the 
1.B.EAW having all records of 
those eligible for pension must sup- 
ply the information. Yearly also, 
we must supply the number of our 


members eligible for death bene- 
fits to fulfill requirements of the 
insurance laws of the District of 
Columbia. 

Installation of this punch card 
system and maintaining of up-to- 
date records on it will enable us 
to supply all required information 
in a short space of time, rather 
than in a matter of weeks involv- 
ing tedious labor and requiring the 
complete attention of the majority 
nf our most experienced clerks. 

In an effort to he helpful to 
financial secretaries and other of- 
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fleers making reports to the 1*0. 
we have made a study as to the use 
and intent of many of the present 
forms furnished by our office, Many 
of these forms hail their incep- 
lion many years ago nnd are now 
being used for entirely different 
purposes than when originally tie- 
signed. Each of these forms has 
been redesigned to provide for the 
necessary information required by 
this office and by the Constitution. 
Routine circulars have then been 
written covering the purpose of the 
form, its use and dispatch. These 
have been mailed to the financial 
secretaries of all our locals as they 
were issued. 

More Will Be Done 

It is the hope of the secretary 
that more will be accomplished 
along these lines to help our finan- 
cial secretaries who have a big and 
important job to do which is time- 
consuming, and in many eases per- 
formed for no compensation. 

In the Progress meetings I have 
attended m the past two years, I 
have met with many financial sec- 
retaries of local unions and out of 
ihcse meetings have come many 
ideas and suggestions. We hope to 
develop a Financial Secretary's 
Manual which will cover in detail 
the duties of financial secretaries 
and the bookkeeping procedures 
and work plans for their guidance. 
The manual is planned as a loose- 
leaf type, and as changes may dc- 
velop new sheets for the book call 
be issued. 

It is also the hope of the Secre- 
tary that in the coming years all 
financial secretaries can meet with 
the f.S* and his staff one day ahead 
of all Progress meetings to go over 
matters affecting their mutual 
work. 

To eon tin ue with the duties of 
the Secretary as stated in our Con- 
stitution the next listed duly con- 
cerns charters. This work has been 
carried on in accordance with the 
f 4 onsl itiltioii and since our last 
( invention 1.33 new locals have 
been chartered. 111 in the United 
States and 22 in Canada. 

The next duty instructs the I.S, 
with regard to the editing and pub- 
lishing of the official r foitninl. hi 
this regard I have tried to carry 


out the i volley of our Const i tut ton 
and the wishes of our membership 
and to turn out a readable, attrac- 
tive magazine which would truly 
interest our members. If we have 
made progress, we have been great- 
ly aided by the members them- 
selves — by their contributions, com- 
ments, suggestions and encourage- 
ment. 

Our Constitution requires pul>- 
I i cation of our annual audit in 
the September issue of the maga- 
zine yearly. This has been done* 

Other duties stressed by the Con- 
st! tut ion require publication of a 
local union directory, furnishing a 
correct record of the Convention 
vote to the 1. K.F, 15 days prior 
In the month in which the Con- 
vention convenes, and the posting 
of bond. All these requirements 
have been met. 

Provision is also made for the 
taking of referenda votes. There 
have Imen no referenda votes since 
our hist Convention* 

There are other services not men- 
tioned in the Constitution which 
l he Secretary feels it is his duty 
to perform. 

Help for Organizers 

One of these embrace* giving as 
much help to our organizers and 
local unions as possible* The work 
of t he Rescn rch Department is de- 
voted in large part to providing 
as much help to unions and our 
representatives engaged in nego- 
tiations as possible lit addition the 
Secretary's Department has tried 
to provide other assistance, for ex- 
ample the lists of the numbers of 
nil “BA" and “1C' num- 

bers which are furnished to eaeli 
vice president for the local unions 
in his district quarterly. 

Since our last convention four 
new organizational pamphlet* luivc 
been issued and more (Imu 150,000 
of them distributed* In addition n 
fifth pamphlet which was a com- 
plete revision of an old one was 
set up with new ill list rat ions and 
art work and issued. Several other 
pamphlets are under way for issue 
in the near future* 

Posters of our emblem in full 
color in three- font and aiic-and-a- 
hnlf foot in diameter sizes, have 
been executed by silk -screening 


process and are available for the 
use of our local unions for union 
label shows, anniversary cdclira 
lions or any display use they might 
have for them. 

Decals of our emblem for use on 
windshields of ears or other pur- 
poses have been made up with the 
promotional angle in view. 

In line with a campaign to get 
our memlKU'K to work safely, safety 
covers have been run in the Jour- 
nal and reprinted an heavy card- 
board for the use of our local 
unions. 

With I he idea in mind lo help 
our members by promotion of the 
union label, We have done all We 
could to push our own union label 
goods as well as that of cmr Brother 
and Sister members in the A. F. of 
L., by three methods: (!) partici- 
pation in the yearly A* F, of 1 1 . 
Union Industries Show (1040, 
Cleveland — 1050, Philadelphia) ; 
(2) by feature stories in our Jour- 
nal; (3) by distribution and dis- 
play of our union label* 

We would like lo make mention 
here of tile public relations policy 
as promoted by the Secretary's De- 
partment. While bdieving that our 
union and its accomplishments 
speak for themselves* we have at- 
tempted to promote our organiza- 
tion by providing literature and 
display material in every instance 
where it was requested; by answer- 
ing numerous letters and sending 
information to all students and 
others requesting it; by means of 
our complimentary mailing lisi of 
the Journal; by articles in the 
Journal and by attendance and 
participation in various meetings 
and conferences. 

Political Work 

Our department has worked, ns 
has the P resident ’s Department, on 
the political action campaign and 
the promotion of Labor's League 
for Political Education* 

With tin eye to the future and 
anticipating needs of our locals and 
members, we are building up files 
of source material— historical data* 
job studies, pension information, 
labor reference books, ete. We now 
receive in our office the official pub- 
lication of every national and in- 
ternational A. F* of L. union. 
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At 1 Lie last cun vent kuu tin* See* 
rotary was iiintruffleil to do certain 
tilings. I wish to report that these 
have nil been done according to the 
delegates' lust met Ions. I should 
like to make special mention of one 
of the motions passed nt the Inst 
Convention, This was the one 
which authorized T lie Secretary- to 
design n still able scroll and pocket 
card to present to I.B.E.W. mem- 
bers going on pension, A certificate 
bearing ottr seal in gold, and a 
replica in a pocket card enclosed 
in a plastic case, which we thought 
was attractive in color and style, 
was designer] and lias been in- 
scribed in decora live script and 
issued moot Idy to ottr pensioners 
with their first pension check. In 
addition scrolls and cards were in- 
scribed for our more than 3000 
members currently cm pension and 
sent to them. This was a splendid 
idea on the part of the T94S Con- 
vent ion delegates who passed the 
resolution and particularly of Lo- 
cal 1 1 *s delegates who proposed it. 
According lo the many letters re- 
ceived, tiiis little gift brought much 
pleasure to our old-timers. As one 
old fellow put it, “It is good to 
know we’re not forgotten. 1 * An- 
other said “I’m so proud of my 
scroll which calls me a faithful 
member of our llrnlhu-rhood. I have 
framed it and hung it in my liv- 
ing room for all to see/* 

This certificate idea 1ms spread 
to other fields too. We now have 
honor scrolls and cards intended 
for award by local unions to their 
members, wit h ] on* design at ing 
their years of service. These are 
also inscribed in the International 
t Mice. 

Honor Pioneer Members 

Iri addition, pins* scrolls and 
pocket cards, as well as testimonial 
letters have been designed and is- 
sued to our members with 50 years 
standing in our Brotherhood. To 
date --5 have been presented with 
these tokens of honor. 

Another certificate inscribed and 
issued from our office is tue attrac- 
tive apprenticeship certificate bear- 
ing the industry seal and signed 
jointly by LB.EAV. and RRC. A. 

representatives. 

Since April of last year approxi- 


mately 21,000 certificates ami cants 
of the various kinds have been in- 
scribed in the Secretary's Depart- 
ment. signed by myself and Presi- 
dent Tracy (in the ease of the Pen- 
sion and 50- Year Awards i and 
mailed out. 

There was one duty unsigned me 
by the delegates to our 104S t # on- 
vention which has not been com- 
pleted. but which is underway and 
will be finished soon, 1 refer lo the 
resolution regarding a llicmc song 
for our Brotherhood, which mutter 
was referred to the International 
Secretary. Your International Sec- 
retary is anxious to have such a 
theme song developed and has 
given consideration and time to it. 
A song was developed entitled 
“Onward Brother hood/ ' However, 
this did not come up to the stand- 
ards we desired and so we are not 
going to present it to you. We 
are now working mi a song, words 
for which will be written nt the 
International office and which we 
plan to have a professional song 
writer set to music. As soon as 
such a song is available, sheet music 
and a record will be forwarded to 
every local. I am sorry this is not 
available now. 

According to convention action, 
all changes authorized by the dele- 
gates were made in mtr IVmstitll- 
tion. It was revised, changes co- 
ordinated in all sect it a is, corrected 
to the host of our ability, printed 
and sint out lo our locals within 
a JO-day period from the close of 
the convention. 

This year I have other changes 
to recommend for your conside ra- 
tion here and I respectfully re- 
quest that the delegates authorize 
your International officers to see 
that all changes in our l Constitu- 
tion as adopted by amendments 
passed al this roitvenlioii, be made 
and that these changes be incor- 
porated into every section of the 
Constitution where applicable, so 
that every part of our Constitution 
will be in conformity. 

Recommended Amendments to the 
Constitution 

OBJECTS 

Our Objects ( page 5 of the Con- 
stitution) now read: 

“The objects of the Interna- 


tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers are: To organize* all 
electrical workers into local 
unions, to develop and in main- 
tain a higher standard of skill, 
to encourage the formation of 
schools of instruction for teach- 
ing the practical application of 
electricity and trade education 
in general, to promote reason- 
able methods of work, to culti- 
vate feelings of friendship 
among those of our industry, to 
settle all disputes between em- 
ployers and employes by arbi- 
tration (if possible)* to assist 
each other in sickness or distress, 
to secure employment, lo reduce 
the hours of daily labor, to se- 
cure adequate pay for our work, 
arid by legal and proper means 
to elevate the month intellec- 
tual and social conditions of our 
members, their families and de- 
pendents, in ihe interest of a 
higher standard nf citizenship/' 

The above was written many 
years ago. Parts of the wording 
give the impression that this is an 
organization of skilled elect Hein ns 
nnhf. Complaints have been made 
about tliis by officers of some of 
our local unions having other class- 
i f i rn tiotl o f til e I n 1 ft* r s. Besidt *s, som e 
of the wording causes misunder- 
standing during our organizing 
campaigns. 

Therefore, l recommend that mtr 
Objects be amended to read as fol 
lows: 

“The objects of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers are: To organize all 
workers in the electrical indus- 
try into local unions, to promote 
reasonable method# of work, to 
cultivate feelings of friendship 
among those of our industry, to 
settle all disputes between em- 
ployers and employes by arbi- 
tration (if possible), to assist 
each other in sickness or distress, 
to secure employment, to reduce 
the hours of daily labor, to se- 
cure adequate fmy for our work, 
to seek a higher and higher 
standard of living, to seek secur- 
ity for the individual, and by 
legal and proper means lo ele- 
vate the moral, intellectual and 
social conditions of our members, 
their families and dependents, in 
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the interest of a higher standard 
of citizenship/ T 

ARTICLE II 

Section b states that the* per cap- 
ita vole to which each local union 
is entitled ;i i our conventions is 
based on members in good standing 
‘M1Q days’ 1 prior to the first of the 
month in which the eon veil lion is 
held. 

It would be helpful and would 
simplify matters to change the 4i 90 
days * to ** three calendar mouths/' 
Therefore, this change is recom- 
mended. 


ARTICLE III 

Section 1 provides that one of 
our 1*2 Vice Presidents shall be 
selected from the District of "Do- 
minion of Canada, Newfound- 
land/* 

As Newfoundland is now a part 
of Canada, it is recommended that 
the word ‘‘Newfoundland* 1 he de- 
leted. 

ARTICLE IX 

Section 10, in the eighth para- 
graph thereof, provides that an 
Executive Council member shall be 


selected from the "Dominion of 
< ana da, Newfoundland/* 

As Newfoundland is now a part 
of Canada:* it is recommended that 
lire word tl New found land he de- 
leted, 

ARTICLE X 

Section 1), 10 and It read: 
M Scc. 0. If at any time the 
fienernl Fund falls below $20,- 
000, the I. I\ shall levy an as- 
sessment of $1 on each male and 
5(ty on each female member of 
the LB.EAV. 

* 1 Sec, 10, If at any lime the 
Defense Fund falls below $20,- 

000, the I l\ shall levy an as- 
sessment of 50 r on each male amt 
25^ on each female member of 
the I3.EAV. 

“See. If. If at any time the 
Pension Benefit Fund falls lie- 
low $1,000,000, the I, P. shall 
levy an assessment of $1 on each 
“A” member of the I.B.E.W., 
except those on pension/’ 

The above provisions have been 
in the Constitution for well over 
-10 years, except Section 11 which 
was included when our Pension 
Fund was created over 20 years 
ago. 

However* no I.1LE.W. President 
has ever levied an assessment even 
t hough the funds mentioned had 
fallen well below the minimum 
amounts stated. 

We doubt that any President 
would ever exercise sneh authority 
and that any assessment would 
ever be levied without a majority 
vote of the membership. 

Besides, the above provisions are 
Often used against us by our op- 
ponents in organizing campaigns. 
For these reasons, it is recoin mend- 
ed that the three sections be de- 
leted from the Constitution. 

ARTICLE XII 

Section 2 now provides — 

14 Any A member, who bus at- 
tained the age of 05 years, and 
who has been a member of the 

1. B.EAV. in continuous good 
standing for 20 years immediate 
ly preceding Ids application, 
shall be eligible for pension bene- 
fits 

The question has arisen that this 
does not prohibit a B or BA mcni- 
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her from belonging fur 19 years 
imd then transferring to the A 
membership. After one more year, 
it is claimed lie would Ik* entitled 
to pension benefit if he hud reached 
nge 65. Therefore, it is recommend- 
ed that this seel ion he amended 
to read: 

44 Any A member who has at- 
tained the age of 65 years, and 
who has been an A tuetuboi' of 
the I BMW in continuous good 
standing for 20 years immedi- 
ately preceding Ids application, 
shall he eligible for pension bene- 
fits ..." 

ARTICLE XII 

Section 2 — Sixth Step ( Page 

28)* 

Many of our local unions have 
complained that the B and BA 
members hesitate to transfer to the 
A membership because they can 
remain as B or BA member* until 
45 years of age and then pay the 
A dues for 20 years and enjoy our 
pension benefits. It has again been 
suggested that a graduated plan he 
put into effect. 

After much consideration— and 
wanting to give all B and BA mem- 
bers an opportunity to transfer to 
the A membership and take ad- 
vantage of t lie 20 years continuous 
standing requirement as of lids 
date — 1 now recommend the fol- 
lowing changes apply as of Janu- 
ary I, 11)51. (All present A mem- 
bers would he covered under the 
20-year provision as now written. 
Any new A member or B or BA 
mem Iter transferring t o A after 
January 1, Iff 51— would come un- 
der the recommended plan) : 

14 Sixth — The I S. shall author- 
ize for each member initiated 
prior to January I, 1951 and 
admitted to pension benefits, 
$50.00 a month. 

The 1,S. shall authorize for 
each member initiated or trans- 
ferring from B or BA member- 
ship to the A membership on and 
after January 1, 1951 and ad- 
mitted to pension benefits, the 
fol lowin g a mounts — 

1, A member who has 20 
yearn continuous standing im- 
mediately preceding his appli- 
cation for pension! #50.00 a 
mouth. 

2. A member who lias 25 years 


continuous standing immediately 
preceding his application for 
pension, #40.00 a month, 

3. A member who has 30 years 
continuous standing immediately 
preceding his application for 
pension, #50,00 a month. 

The I.S. shall also pny, from 
the pension benefit fund, the per 
capita tax of each member on 
pension as provided for in this 
article and as provided for in 
the Employees’ Benefit Agree- 
ment, first made September 3, 
1946. 

Any member who accepts a 
pension payment for any par- 
ticular month, as provided for in 
this ('(institution, shall thereby 
eanecl any elaim for pension ben- 
efits he may have for the same 
month against the Pension Bene- 
fit Trust Fund as established by 
the Employees’ Benefit Agree- 
ment*” 

INFORMATION AND REOOM 
MENDATION 

The Treasury 1 )epart merit, in 
giving approval to the Employees' 
Benefit Agreement which is the 
agreement entered into by and be- 
tween the National Elect Heal Con- 
t motors 1 Association and the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (commonly referred in as 
the One Percent Agreement) pro- 
vided that an actuarial study 
would have to be submitted to the 
Treasury Department every two 
years. 

The firm of Wyatt and Company 
lias been employed to make this 
study. The records from which the 
study will lie made can bo secured 
only from the I.B.EAV. When the 
actuaries interviewed us on l ids 
matter and discussed the necessary 
work, it liecame apparent that to 
do a real job and one that would 
continue every two years, it was 
necessary for us to change our sys- 
tem of keeping records. 

Therefore, we have employed the 
firm of Remington Rand, luc, — 
effective as of September 1, 1050— 
to make a key punch card for each 
A member from which the actu- 
aries can make their survey. In 
addition, the same cards will be 
used for making reports to the 
various Insurance Commissioners 


of the Stales in which the Fieri ri- 
val Workers 7 Benefit Association 
is licensed. 

The Remington Band Company 
will complete their work by Feli- 
ruary t, 1951. The actuaries esti- 
mate that it will lake them four 
nmii Ills tn complete their report. 

Therefore. I recommend that all 
proposals affecting the Pension 
Benefit Fund Ik- referred to the in- 
coming officers and Executive 
Council for u special study and 
that a referendum vote be sub- 
mitted to the A membership nut 
later than August 31, 1951 

ARTICLE XIII 

Section 2 in its last paragraph 
provides that an amount not to 
exceed #300.00 can be advanced 
for the decent burial of a deceased 
member when a beneficiary cannot 
be located. We have had eases 
where the beneficiary has )m*n lo- 
cated hut was a minor. Before Mir 
court procedure could he gone 
through 1*» make the payment ef- 
fective, two or more weeks have 
often elapsed. There are other con- 
tingencies that ariae in connection 
with the same paragraph. There- 
fore, it is recommended that this 
paragraph he changed to read as 
follows : 

“The amount of death bene- 
fit shall be paid as provided 
above, except that the I.S. may 
apply this benefit, or part of it. 
toward the decent burial of the 
deceased member if l:he bene- 
ficiary cannot be located — or if 
any oilier contingency arises 
which, in Mie judgment of the 
I.S. would require the burial ex- 
pense to be advanced before a 
deceased member could be buried 
— the amount expended not to 
exceed $300.00.” 

ARTICLE XIV 

Section 7 now provides: 

* 4 A 1 1 |ier capita lux due shall 
be in the hands of the I.S,, or in 
the mails, on or before the I Oth 
of the month.” 

Many of our local unions are col- 
lecting dues in advance. While the 
present section does not definitely 
say that the per capita tax from 
these dues shall be forwarded to 
the LS., in all cases it has been 
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il» mi*. To make- the seel ion Hear, 
it is recommended 1 1m I this read as 
follows : 

' * All per capita tax collected 
fmtn members shall be in the 
bauds of the LK, or in tlic mails 
on or before the 10th of the fol- 
lowing month/' 

Section 0 provides that local 
unions collecting an assessment on 
overtime shall pay 15 percent of 
this to the LS. 

This is a troublesome provision 
and one that is not worth retain- 
ing. In the past year, this has 
amounted to not more than $*200.00. 
Therefore, it is recommended that 
the section be delisted and that the 
other sections of this article be 
renumbered. 

ARTICLE XV 

Section 2. The first sentence of 
this reads: 

** BaHi charter must state the 
tyjH 1 of work and the territory 
or jurisdiction covered by the 
charter/’ 

Our original charters did not 
specify the type of work, the ter- 
ritory or the jurisdiction covered. 
Every time now that a local union 
is allowed to change its charter 
either its type of work, its tern- 
lory or its jurisdiction — the charier 
must be returned to 1 lie 1.0, 
Many of the local onions have 
complained bitterly and some oh! 
charters that have a sen 1i mental 
value have been almost destroyed 
in mailing. 

In checking with many other 
ALL International ITiinns, we find 
they do not designate type, terri- 
tory or jurisdiction on charters. 
The ]> roe edit re in the lust year has 
been to cover ihc type of work, 
territory or jurisdiction in local 
union bylaws. 

The re biro, it is recommended 
that the following be substituted 
for the first sentence of this sec- 
tion : 

’ The type of work ami the 
territory or jurisdiction coveted 
by a charter must be defined in 
approved local union bylaws/'’ 

Section S, This now provides 
that “The LP, is cm [towered to 
charter local unions of BA or l J » 
members engaged in the niiseel 


hi neons branches of I lie electrical 
industry/’ The present policy is 
not to charter any new local unions 
for B members. Therefore, it is 
recommended that the letter “it" 
He eliminated from this section, 

ARTICLE XVII 

Section 7. This provides that by- 
laws and agreements sludi lie sub- 
mitted to the l.l\ in duplicate 
form for approval. Copies of ap- 
proved agreements must also he 
submitted to the l>a vis-Bacon !>i- 
vision of the Depa rtment of Labor 
hi have the wage rates (if building 
trades approved for predetermina- 
tion ou (Invemmrni contracts, Ex- 
tra copies of agreements are also 
needed for the general tiles and for 
Hie Research I hqinrlmcnl, There- 
fore, it is recommended that tills 
section lie changed to provide that 
bylaws la 1 sent to The LO. in dupli- 
cate — building trades agreements, 
six copies -all other agreements, 
five copies, 

ARTICLE XVIII 

Section 10, This provides that 
ill local union elections no mem- 
ber is eligible for office *“ unless he 
has been a member in continuous 
good standing at least two years 
in the L d\ prior to nomination, 
providing the L,t , has been in 
existence for this length of time/’ 

The above does not say **tw- 
mt f/tVi/r/jf/ prim 1 to muiimatiims. 
Some candidates, I here fore, have 
claimed they were eligible because 
in previous years they did have 
two years continuous standing— 
bui not. immediately* ' prior to 
nomination. 

To avoid misunderstanding and 
dispute, it is recommended that the 
word “ immediately' ’ be inserted 
just before the words 44 prior to 
mnninatiem/* 

Tins concludes my recommenda- 
tions for changes in our Constitu- 
tion, 

Before concluding my section of 
this report and bringing you the 
reports* of mi r depart incut heads. 

1 should like to make mention of 
the Internal Soon I i iffiee and certain 
physical changes incorporated there 
since my Iasi report to you. I lie- 
lie ve that every member is a little 
better acquainted with the 1,0.. and 


our employes* tftntr employes- 
there since our ** Know Your 1.0/* 
series covering all departments un 
dee the Internal mind Secretary ap- 
peared in our JtfHrtml. 

It is the feeling of President 
Tracy and my self that employes 
can do their hot work in pleasant 
surroundings and with good tool* 
and equipment. 

Many of the offices were enlarged 
and rearranged for efficiency. \\Y 
have tried to improve and simplify 
the work just as much as possible, 

When plans were made to paint 
all offices early in I !>4SL studies 
were made to ascertain what color 
was best for offices — which was 
most restful and caused minimum 
eye strain. Statistics proved a soft 
blue-green was best and all our of 
lives were so redecorated. Improve 
melds in lighting were also made 
and new furniture, files, typewrit- 
ers ami other equipment secured 
where necessary. 

Venetian blinds were also in 
stalled to add to the attractiveness 
and convenience of our offices as 
well as some new lighting fixtures. 

In September of 1948, Muzak, 
soft . instrumental music was in 
stalled in all offices of the LO. 
Music is played one-half hour of 
every hour. It is much enjoyed 
by Olir employes and as we were 
told la* fore eon trading for it. it 
has a quieting effect ou groups of 
persons working together, and we 
believe work production has in- 
creased ns a result of its install a 
tion. 

Office Workers Organized 

A signed agreement is in effect 
between the Internal innal Brothel* 
hood of Elect riciil Workers and the 
Office Employes International Vt\ 
ion. Local No, 2, the labor union of 
Which ou r 1 75 employes are mem 
hers. 

Since our last convention, when 
our employes were on a 40-hour 
week, we have returned to our 
former regular Tr-hour work week, 
and certain salary adjustments 
throughout the organization were 
made to help to compensate for 
the loss of overtime. 

\Yc feel that there is a friendly 
spirit existent in the International 
( Iff ice. Our cm p loves a re w i 1 1 i 1 1 g 
and cooperative and relations be 
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I ween supervisors ami employee is 
a pleasant ami harmonious one. 

Wilh this note cm the Interna- 
tional Office I shall conclude my 
general summary ami comments on 
if n- work of the Secretary Depart- 
ment. 

The detailed reports of mir De- 
partment heads follow. 

RECORDING DEPARTMENT 

Miss Mae Bowe, Supervisor 

Shire our last convention report 
in which we explained the detailed 
work of keeping accural e records 
on all mem 1 iits of tin 1 I BEAV., 
our members luive lioconiu more 
familiar with the work of the Re- 
cording Department through the 
ill nsl rated account firm led in our 
JnuninL They all know the hun- 
dred amt one details involved in 
keeping the records of nearly linll- 
a-milllon dohn 4, Does in HiOfl 
local unions in good order. The 
work is detuned, responsible and 
exacting, particularly where death 
and pension benefits ami all they 
involve are at stake, and the ap- 
proximately 75 clerks who pusi and 
receipt reports, record initiations, 
transfers, etc,, realize the impor- 
tance of their work and strive to 
do a good, amt rate job. 

In MM* we reported to you that 
we had succeeded in ent ling the 
lime lapse between (he receiving 
of per capita in the International 
Office and its recording ami re- 
port in g back to the local, from 12 
months to livo man tils or less and 
were operating nn practically a od- 
dity schedule. We also reported 
that we had cut the amount hi mir 
Suspense Fitful — amount of unre- 
ceipted monthly reports from 
*2,432,074.12 to Vr)5>00,2«, 

We have managed during the 
past two years, with a few excep- 
tions, to maintain our recording 
of receipts on practically a current 
basis. We slipped back a little dur- 
ing the first six months of lids 
year for two reasons. One, u num- 
ber of our experienced clerks were 
loaned to the Jan mat Mailing De- 
partment to aid that department 
in making a complete check of all 
members in all local unions to as- 
certain whether or not they were 
on the Jmtmat mailing list. The 
second factor involves mir HAW 


lb A. annual statement, popularly 
referred to here at the UK, as 
the *’ insurance count” which is 
required by law every year. This 
count which must ho absolutely ac- 
curate, requires us to take more 
than half of our experienced clerks 
off of their regular posting and 
recording work, and have them do 
the work and assemble the figures 
for this statement. This job in- 
volves from six weeks to two 
months" work and during that time 
our reports fall liehind. our Sus- 
pense Fund mounts avid it is diffi- 
cult to get caught up again. 

As of duly fit, 11)50, our Sus- 
pense Account stood at $1100.540,25. 
Tills is a sizable increase over the 
104* figure of $49fi,MHl,2fi, How* 
ever, wo call to your attention the 
fact that our receipts are consid- 
erably greater now. We have had 
an increase of membership of more 
than 50,000 since our 1!I4S Con- 
vent ion. We have also had a very 
considerable number of our me in- 
hers change from *’B” to **BA ,f 
and from “B M and M HA t# 10 14 A” 
membership thus increasing our re- 
ceipt total. Our monthly receipt 
figure for the month of duly 1*14*, 
always a hen v \ mouth for receipts, 
was *703,733, 1 S t This duly lb 50, 
it was $1,042,1)12,0*, nn increase 
of nearly $330,000. So in spite 
of increase in membership, in- 
creased receipts, increase of work 
involved in changing mein* 

hers over to “BA/ 1 * and M B” am! 

* * BA * members over to ** A ' \ elim- 
ination fit" practically all overtime 
work (there was a greal deal of 
overtime work in l!)4s) the post- 
ing department has managed to 
hold its own. 

Many innovations have been in- 
troduced into our department lo 
he] j i st rea mt i m a ml s \ iced our 
work. Home of these were: 

Division of the Recording De- 
partment into three sections— one 
under the supervision of Mrs, Mary 
Driver, handles the records of all 

* * A locals from 1 to 150 (many 
of our larger locals fall into this 
group), another handles all 41 A” 
locals from 150 on, and the third, 
under M rs, t 'uthermc I looker's 
supervision* processes all records 
for uondienefieinl, the *'B” and 
“BA” members. 


The introduction of pre-da ted 
dues receipts has aided not only 
the 1,0. but local unions to nil 
clerical work considerably. 

To simplify the work of report- 
ing group transfers, amalgama- 
tions. mergers or changes hi types 
of membership. forms, numbered 
2! 14 a ini 21 15 were designed and put 
into practice, These have cut work- 
ing time a great deal and have 
situ fdi tied the operations involved. 

I -hum are now being formulated 
to institute a punch card system 
to record all information needed 
annually for the EAVJ4.A. state- 
ment. Once Die information is re- 
eon led mi cards, the “insurance 
count/' can be obtained in a matter 
of hours instead of weeks. This 
will eliminate I lie six weeks <u more 
of work by our clerks yearly, th 
outlined above, during which time 
our reports fall behind. 

Thus in the years ahead, with l lie 
aids here described, wc hope to he 
able lo serve our membership more 
quickly and efficiently than ever 

before. 

I O WITHDRAWAL MEMBERS' 
DEPARTMENT 
Mi’S- Eunice Prince. Supervisor 

The work of tins depart men t 
concerns the acceptance of with- 
drawn! cards of members who have 
retired from the trade ami the 
ma in I rim nee of their records in the 
Internal tonal Office. The work of 
this department has increased con- 
siderably in the two-year period 
since the report to our last con- 
vention. 

In Siq it ember of DM* there were 
10,27b members on Withdrawal 
Card. As of July 31, I!h5fl, there 
were 12,351 Withdrawal Card 
mem 1 mu's, an increase of over 2.000 
members. 

The volume of correspondence is- 
sued from the **1,0/' Department 
lias in cron set I perceptibly also in 
the past two years. This is due in 
part to the fact that our local un- 
ions do not instruct members going 
on withdrawal of the proper pro- 
cedure to follow. It would be most 
helpful and save much unnecessary 
writing back and forth if our locals 
would follow the set policy staled 
in our rojistitution. 

It is ii grxili tying feeling io the 
Inter national Officers, as well as 
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to 1 1 io employes of the Brotherhood 
that membership in the I.B.K.W. 
is precious to so many of our mem- 
bers, and regardless of any Pen* 
si on or Death Benefits involved, we 
feel confident that the majority of 
members going into the contract* 
tug business or assuming super- 
visory positions in various con- 
cerns, would choose to keep their 
membership intact. 

Letters from our members prove 
niir point, ( 'om merits like these are 
welcome to those who love the 
Brot herhood : 


41 1 am retiring from the trade, 
but 1 wouldn't give up my 
I.B.E.W. membership for any- 
thing, S have always pointed 
with much pride to my member- 
ship in this great organization/' 
© © e * 

“If going into contracting 
meant I hmf to give tip my mem* 
herslnp in the Brotherhood, then 
it could just go by the board. It 
gives a feeling of satisfaction to 
belong to so fine a union ns the 
LB. HAW and I'll keep my card 
in it till the day I die/’ 


BOOKEEPING AND 
PENSION DEPARTMENT 

Mrs. Ekie Burgess, Supervisor 

The report of our International 
Treasurer which contains a de- 
tailed auditor's report on tile stale 
of our Brotherhood's finances, will 
prove conclusively, we believe, that 
your ML Bookkeeping Department 
is functioning properly and that 
all Brotherhood books and ac- 
counts are in good order. 

* V ■ ri a i n chan go s I \ n ve 1 icon e f - 
footed in tin* routine work of our 
department since our last Doiiven- 
t ion. These may be summarized 
briefly as follows: 

Arrangements were made in 
June UtlO with the National Elec- 
trical Contractors Association, for 
Canadian pensions to he paid mil 
of the Pension Benefit Trust Fund, 
rather than out of our Brother- 
hood funds as had been Ihc practice 
until that date. 

As of June 1, IfloO, also, a Death 
Benefit plan was established by 
the Intcnuitioiml Office for cover- 
age of its staff members, and on 
duly 1, ItluO, a similar plan went 
into effect lor the office employes 
of the 1.0. Maximum coverage fur 
stair members is #5,000 in ac- 
cordance with years of service, 
whereas the maximum amount pay 
able for office employes is #1,0011 
< ‘overage of our office employes is 
paid entirely by the Brotherhood, 
while that for staff members is 
borne jointly by the Brotherhood 
and the staff members through a 
salary deduction. 

There has been a considerable 
increase in the work of the Book- 
keeping Department since our last 
( Convention due to increased re- 
venue from local unions ami with- 
drawal card members. Also the re- 
duction of the “Suspense Ac- 
count" -the unallocated funds— 
has created a greater volume to be 
processed by our department. 

We should like to mention too, 
a change made in recent years, re- 
garding the payment of transporta- 
tion expenses etc. for the delegates 
In our Con vc mi on. For both our 
DBS Convention and this one, these 
expenses were figured and checks 
drawn in advance, til tin: Book- 
keeping Department of the I.O., 
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I tills insuring a higher degree of 
accuracy ami saving the time of 
i he delegates. 

With regard to our Pension 
Plan : 


S 7 ih on 
Pension 

Ah *<f IXwmtiCP 

3), m* .... airs 
A' iif Urn* ill tier 

31* 1949 3588 

A* of iTujio 
30, 1950 .... 3775 


A if mu rtf 
I'ftid 

for Ff ar 

$1,01 7,2fflU0 

2,125, 545.30 

Util'jHltJO 
{ 0 mo. ) 


The total amount paid in pen- 
sions .si nee mir last (Vmvenfimi re- 
|mrh from July I* 194S ihrough 
June 30, 1950, was $4.271.141770. 


CERTIFICATE DEPARTMENT 

Miss Marjorie Radbourne* 
Supervisor 

During the two years since our 
last Convention, our ‘*A M member- 
ship. carrying with it attendant 
benefits, has grown ho rapidly, that 
it became necessary to scl up a 
separate department lo handle de- 
tails concerning death benefits pre- 
viously handled by the Recording 
Department. This, we fell* was a 
step toward more efficient service to 
our members. 

While the general routine for 
benefits both for the LB.EAV, and 
E.W.BA. is much the same, many 
tittle things have been done lo con- 
serve time in the International nf* 
five and to expedite the issuing of 
death benefit certificates to mem- 
bers of the E.W.B.A, 

The new E.W.B.A, application 
for death bene tits. Form 124* now 
has incorporated a waiver cm for* 
liter u A ,f membership. Our older 
members will recall lhal Ik: fore 
such clause was incur imrated* re- 
initiated "A M members, having 
been issued a 1 benefit certificate on 
former inem1x k rsinp, would have lo 
return to the LO. cither the void 
certificate or a waiver before a 
certificate could be issued on the 
new membership. A member fail- 
ing to return Ins void certificate 
with his application for new mem- 
bership* would often hold up the 
issuance of his new certificate for 
many months and sometimes years. 
On the new Form 124, a reiniti- 
ated member may simply indicate, 
by waiver eta use, that he has de- 
stroyed, lost, or never received a 


certificate issued on former “A” 
niemliership. 

Over 20,000 death benefit certi- 
ficates have been issued this past 
year. 

A change has also been made in 
contacting our members who fail 
to correct ly state their beneficiary 
on application for death benefits. 
While each member was personally 
contacted by letter from the LO., 
it would necessitate the member 
answering the letter. While we 
know the member intended to an- 
swer. he often failed to do so. We 
still contact each member, but we 
HOW word our letter so that the 
member will give the necessary in- 
formation on the same letter (usu- 
ally a word or two serves the pur- 
pose! and the letter is returned to 
I his office. We suggest that the 
financial secretaries stress the im- 
portance of a member correctly 
stating: his beneficiary as requested 
on the application for death bene- 
fits. 

The changing of beneficiaries is 
also done in this department for 
the LB.EAV . and MW. BA. The 
LB.EAV. members are not issued 
benefit certificates, and t herefore 
when these members desire lo 
change beneficiaries, they have only 
to complete an LB. E.W. eliange- 
of-benttficiary application, Form 
127. When the change has been 
completed on the 1.0, record, a 
letter of acknowledgment is 
written, KAWB.A, members com- 
plete an E.W.B.A, rluingc-of -bene- 
ficiary application. Form 128, at- 
taching same to E.W.B.A* benefit 
certificate. When the change has 
been completed on the I. M, record 
and the member s certificate* the 
certificate is returned with a letter 
of acknowledgment. Some 200 
changes and other requests are re- 
ceived weekly* All acknowledg- 
ments are made within n week pro- 
vided complete and correct data 
has been forwarded to 1 ho LO. 

We suggest that members and 
financial secretaries request bene- 
ficiary instructions* Form 292. 
when requesting a change of bene* 
ficiary application. These instruc- 
tions will help the member to cor- 
rectly complete his application and 
forward complete data. 

Due to the complete change be- 


ing made in the mailing depart- 
ment, requiring the help of a num- 
ber of our clerks* all E.W.B.A . 
records, some 461,000 have not as 
yet been transferred to this depart* 
incut. This will Ik* done, however, 
ns soon as help is available, and 
when nil records have been trans- 
ferred, the files will be revised 
into active and inactive* This re- 
vision wi]l be made in conjunction 
with the new revision of the death 
benefit records. 

DEATH BENEFIT CLAIMS 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs, Bertha Bridges, Supervisor 

Following Ls the statistical re- 
port on death chums paid during 
the two-year period since our last 
Foil vent ion, as well as the total 
of all death claims paid since the 
inception of our death benefit plan 
in January of 1922. An analysis o f 
the figures will show the steady* 
rapid growth of our total death 
claim figure. In l he past two- 
year period, the total amount of 
benefits paid out was just a frac- 
tion under one-sixth of the entire 
amount paid out in nearly 2* years. 

DEATH CLAIMS 

Pnkl fntm July l t 1048 tv J ntu 30, 
1950 — o two-ytar period 
ULKJi\ 

Death Benefit Fund 
< Kun»fi% Michigan 

ami i'miada) * $ 101*250.00 

fioncrnl Fund (Overage 
iMemlier* initialed 
jtriur to Jurinarv l, 

1947) 27,321*42 


Total LB.EAV IS8#7L42 

h'Ar.lt.A .$ 2,745*555.80 

Total LB.EAV. amt 

EAV.lt. A. $ 2,871,127.22 

Paid from Jmmry 1, 1922 ta June 30, 
1050—27 ifairti, S mttnttift 
uuv.w. 

Dentil Benefit Fund . ...$ 527,324.03 

(teiierul Fund ......... 1 77,803.00 

EJVJi.J. $1 6,048,360.0(1 

Tut al $17,053,487.09 

Figures are always cold and 
impersonal, but behind these fig- 
ures are many warm, personal 
stories of the comfort and help that 
the death benefit has brought to 
the families of our members. 

The founders of ihe LB.EAV, 
set forth in our Constitution, as 
one of the objects of our Brother- 
hood the words: 14 to assist each 
other in sickness and distress/* hi 
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mi Ih'Mit way lias this aim been 
ivalimt than in making a dentil 
benefit possible for its members, be- 
ginning way bark ill tin* days when 
Hfi elcetriiuil worker could not pet 
insurance at any price, been use of 
tlir hazards of ill e trade, mid it 
often been me necessary for union- 
ists to take up u ml lection to in- 
hi i re deer lit burial fur a Brother 
meinWr. 

When at all possible. death bene- 
fit payment* hit forwarded 10 local 
union officers su that they may 
present them to the licmived fami- 
lies and offer sympathy and assist* 
mice. 

Letters from Beneficiaries 

We receive many lei fern at the 
1.0, that show wluit prompt pay- 
ment of death lieticllts lias meant 
to relatives of our mein tiers. For 
example, lie re are a few excerpt* 
from letters received in the past 
week : 

14 Thank you so much for the 
insurance cheek ivotiived today. 
Receiving it so promptly was a 
great hel| * to us in the confusion 
that followed our loss. May we 
take this nppori unity to tell you 
what a flue organization the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers is and how sympathetic and 
kind the members were In us a I 
the time of the loss of our fa- 
ther." 

» * • * 

‘d wish to thank yon for your 
very prompt and courteous al- 
ien l ion in regard to payment of 
my husband s death claim. We 
were fortunate indeed to have 
this splendid benefit to assist us 
when we needed it most." 

• • « • 

* • My mother has asked me To 
write and thank you for your 
kind letter and check for $l.OUt! 
You can’ i know how much this 
money helped us when we needed 
it so desperately. * ? 

• • # # 

There are hundreds more such 
letters in our files which prove con- 
clusively the value of our death 
benefit plan and the interesting 
story of com fort and help behind 
the statistical tables printed here. 


MICROFILMING DEPARTMENT 
Miss Cecelia Hoffman. Supervisor 

In the three yearn since the 
establishment of the Microfilming 
1 tepartmunt, an almost unbeliev- 
able number of documents have 
passed through the department. 

Beginning in September lfi47. 
with two Filni-a-lteeord machines 
and two Viewers, we have since 
added two additional Viewers to 
take rare of the steady llmv of reels 
being photographed Also, five 
steel Fil lint -Record microfiles, of 
special design for storing micro- 
film and holding !HK> reels per cabi- 
net, have been added These cabi- 
nets are equipped with humidified 
drawers to prevent our film from 
drying out mid special locks for 
safe keeping. The eon tents of one 
of i hc'sc files i> comparable to the 
contents of Ifif) letter files, yet the 
luierolile cabinet uses approxi- 
mately the same amount of space 
as a single letter file. 

( decking back into the various 
projects we have completed reveals 
that a total of approximately 12 
millitin documents have been photo- 
graphed in the past three years. 
These include Ml million dues re- 
ceipts, 452. HOO death benefit appli- 
cations. nearly u million obligation 
cards and about 17JMJ0 death 
claims. 

Hundreds of other items in 
less vr quantity have been photo- 
graphed also, for example, ap- 
proved pension applications, 1 ,11. 
KAY. vouchers, 1 11. KAN. pension 
checks, KAY. II. A. waivers, (Cana- 
dian pension cheeks, l. lb KAY. 
Canadian vouchers ami chocks 
(Bank of Nova Scotia }, enliven- 
lion checks, KAY.B.A. salary 
cheeks. LH.lv W, salary cheeks, 
EAWB.A vouchers. 

Future projects fur the depart* 
incut tmdude l lie photographing 
of correspondence as well as keep- 
ing the other various projects up 
to date. 

This miapofi lining of the impor- 
tant records of our Brnt herttnud 
saves valuable space in the Inter- 
national Office as well as insures 
their safekeeping for any purpose 
for which they may be needed, 
now, or in generations to come. 


JOURNAL DEPARTMENT 
Miss Marie Downey, Supervisor 

Ever since our 1U4S Convention 
we have had a very definite goal 
in mind with regard to our Journal 
and we have worked very hard to 
attain that goal. It is simply this 
—to give our members the kind of 
Journal that i hey want, with at- 
tractive make-up and features in 
which they have an interest, We 
have much still to attain, but we 
make this report with confidence 
In cause we feel we have made sonic 
real progress in the past two years. 
We say this, not from our own 
feeling but because our members 
have said it. By their wonderful 
letters they have Ini us know that 
they like their magazine and that 
we are giving them the articles 
that they want. Tliev have given 
us encouragement and have en- 
abled ns to know what they 
wanted and helped its to do ilic job 
as best wc could. 

Slimy have made splendid sug- 
gest ions and we have tried to in- 
corporate every one that we pos- 
sibly could, into our JuuntaL Our 
locals have sent us interesting news 
items and pictures for articles. 
Our press secretaries have written 
splendid articles month after 
month, so if the Jnnnutl has im- 
proved as our uientiiers say it bus. 
the major portion of the credit is 
due to them, to I heir interest, their 
cooperation, their encourage men t . 

There have been some specific 
changes iii the Jaun nt/. At the 
time of our last convent ion it was 
a 40 page magazine. With the ex 
cep t ion of one 64-pitge issue, the 
last seven issues have contained 
SO pages, and in December of ’40. 
wc ran a 96-page issue, the largest 
Journal in the history of our 
Brut lie rl mod. The December issue 
bore a cover in full color, which 
was also the first in our history 
We are now running fulbcoloi 
covers every other month. In this 
regard we have also ineur ponded 
spot color (one color for cm pirn 
sis) throughout the inside of out 
magazine. 

A spot check of one of our Jmtr- 
note for 194s and for the same 
month 1 fioO, shows that our cor- 
respondence in the 44 Local Lines" 
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station has doubted ami four titties 
ns many pictures it re I wing; sent 
In hy tmr locals as were sent in two 
yearn ago. We feel tills is added 
evidence of tile interest anti tip* 
pmval of our readers, 

With regard to the subject nui 
ferial in our Juurnnl, we repeal, 
we have tried to write the articles 
which would have most appeal to 
our members mid in every installer 
tried to give authentic, first-hum! 
in formation wherever possible. We 
liiur attempted to slant every fra 


ttire with the thought in mind thal 
it was written fur the mendiers of 
on i* I trot fieri mod for Electrical 
Workers to read. In this regard 
we want to state that no " hoi ter- 
plate/' no 1 * canned material ever 
fl ni Is a plaec in our columns. 

We rail special a Hint ion t*» some 
of the series featured in our maga- 
zine. A complete study ami full 
picture coverage was given to every 
phase of ihr work of the Interna- 
1 tonal Secretary's department, to 
give our readers a better under 


standing of the set-up at the In- 
ternational Office and the way the 
work is handled there. 

In our * Know Your AJF.Ij.** 
aeries, we are attempting to tell 
the story of our Brothers and Sis* 
tel -s in the labor movement, and 
promote their goods and services* 
believing that what helps one helps 
ill J. While this series has involved 
a great deal of research, we feel 
it is doing a job not only for the 
education of our members, bill 
from the public relations stand- 
point. In every instance, in I lit 1 
eight internationals covered so far. 
the union involved was pleased 
with our coverage, secured ntinior 
ous copies from ns for wide distrib- 
ution, and in several instances or- 
dered reprints to lie used for or- 
ganizational purposes, line union 
secured 20,000 reprints of our ar- 
ticle on their union and also bad 
it translated and printed in three 
other languages for distribution* 

We have had requests from 
students all over the country for 
copies of our A.F.L. series, since 
this seems to Imve been the first 
venture of the kind anywhere, and 
the Workers Education Bureau of 
America has asked if they may use 
our articles In a book they arc com- 
piling. 

Our health series has been well 
received and was undertaken at 
the mpiest of n number of our 
members. These articles do not 
pretend to give medical advice but 
merely give general information 
and advice as to bow and where 
help eaii l>e obtained. 

In our attempt to make our 
Jintnuil not only a good trade 
magazine land we have attempted 
to bring you news of electrical 
developments, experiments, inven- 
tions. new produets. He.) but a 
family magazine, we have corilin 
ued our features for the ladies and 
published an annual t lirlsimas 
story for children. 

We have added two features 
which appear to be popular, 
‘'Poem of the Month’* and an 
original "Prayer for our Deceased 
Brothers** on our "In Memoriam" 
page monthly. 

To promise safe-working among 
our mem hers we have been run- 
ning safety covers monthly and re 
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print in*; them on heavy cardboard 
for distribution to all who desire 
them. 

While accepting no paid adver- 
tising, we have run, free of charge, 
articles or notices on every inven- 
tion or product ma no facto ml or 
hook written, by members of the 
Brotherhood, when submitted to us* 
Believing that “one picture is 
equal to a thousand words/' we 
have increased our picture content 
by about 400 percent over our 
coverage of two years ago* 

As we have slated, wc are in- 
terested only in creating a Journo/ 
our members want to read. If it 
pleases them wc ore more than 
satisfied. However, we would like 
to give them pride in their publica- 
tion if at all possible. In litis re- 
gard, we state that during the pe- 
riod since our last report, the 
Journal won several awards- one 
from the International Labor Press 
of America at its ( Cincinnati Cc in- 
vention for a feature article, and 
a first award in June of this year, 
from the Eastern Labor Press Fon- 
fercnce, for the best union publica- 
tion submitted for typography, 
make-up and general editorial c,v 
rcllence. 

On the day on which this report 
was sent to the printers, a com- 
munication containing the follow- 
ing excerpt was received by our 
Journal Editor, Mr* Milne, from 
the Secret a ry-Tren surer of the In- 
lenmtionul Labor Press of Amer- 
ica: 

“X consider it a real pleasure 
to inform you that the report 
filed by Dr. Frederic E, Merwiu, 
('hairman of our Journalistic 
Award Contest, shows that your 
publication received unanimous 
vote of the Committee, composed 
of the faculty of Rutgers Cut- 
versity School of Journalism, as 
winner of First Prize for Edi- 
torial Excellence, 

“An 4 Award of Merit' plaque, 
certifying this selection of your 
publication for outstanding 
achievement in labor journalism, 
will be presented to you at the 
official annual banquet of this 
organization, Sunday evening, 
September 17, at Rice Hotel, 
Houston, Texas/’ 

The award fur editorial excell- 


ence is the lop award of the LL.- 
P.A. In addition the Journal re- 
ceived second prize under the clas- 
sification, “Best Pictorial Dis- 
play/' 

With regard 1*> our editorials, it 
may please our ntcniliers to know 
that during the past year, 14 Jour- 
nal editorials were reprinted in 
other papers and magazines. Last 
year at the International Labor 
Press of America convention in 
St, Paul, our editor, Mr. .Milne, 
was elected a vice president of this 
official organization of the A.F. of 
L . labor press and at the Houston 
Convention this year he was elected 
the Fraternal Delegate to repre- 
sent all members of the L L* P, A, 
at the A. P. of L. ^invention and 
make the press report to that body. 

There is another phase of the 
Journal work which wc feet should 
be reported, to the membership. We 
have endeavored to cooperate in 
every way with Labor's League for 
Political Education in its campaign 
to elect friends of labor to Con- 
gress, In our December issue last 
year wc ran a Ifi-pugc supplement 
cut it led, “ What \ Wrong wit h 
T- It — Plenty/ 1 We have run i wo 
roll call voles, numerous editorials 
and oilier original articles designed 
to further the work fostered by 
Labor s League, 

We have many plans for the 
future. Wc have many articles in 
mind which wc hope will he of 
i merest to our readers* We are 
building up tiles of source and 
background material constantly* 
We invite ideas and suggestions. 

We wish to express our sincere 
thanks lo our press secretaries ami 
others who sent as material and 
pictures for ihe Journal* With 
their help and the interest and co- 
operation of our readers, we hope 
to go ahead and make your Journal 
one you will be proud to receive, 
and a leader in the field of labor 
press* 

MAILING DEPARTMENT 

Miss Margaret Cleary, Supervisor 

In the 1948 Convention report 
we explained that the Journal 
mailing list was shipped from 
Springfield to our International 
Office in Washington. We ex- 
plained at that time the sizable 


task involved in the changeover. 
Our aim and ultimate goal since 
the first addres-sngraph plate ar- 
rived from Springfield, Luis been 
to send the Journal to every I IV 
K.W. metiilier every month. We 
have not reached our goal as yet 
but we hit certainly much closer to 
it than we were two years ago. A 
definite step toward our goal was 
taken in January of this year when 
additional temporary help was se- 
cured for the Mailing Depart men l 
and a cheek was made of every 
name and address currently on the 
Journal mailing list against the 
membership cards in our local un- 
ion files* ft was only natural that 
discrepancies should occur I h rough 
ihe years, but this thorough check- 
up of nearly hal La-mill ion names 
and addresses, revealed some sur- 
prising facts. Wc found persons 
who had been deceased for 20 years 
still receiving their union maga- 
zine while hundreds of others in 
good standing were not receiving 
(hell's ut all* This was an mi fur- 
lunate situation hut it has been 
corrected to the best of our ability 
now, or will lie within a short time. 
Incidentally, tlu? dropping from 
our list of all not eligible to re- 
ceive the Journal lias resulted in 
the saving of thousands of doll am 
in printing and postage for the I.O* 
Setting up tlds new file by local 
order has proven very helpful and 
definitely n lime-saver in checking 
on members* addresses. 

In connection with this complete 
check-up. the Mailing Department 
would like to thank the local un- 
ions which cooperated with ns in 
returning to m ihe addresses of 
members whom wc found were not 
receiving their magazines. 

One© again we ask your patience 
and cooperation. We know there 
are still some persons who do not 
receive their Journal t and wc are 
sorry* We do know, however, that 
our list is more up-to-date and ac- 
curate by about SO percent than it 
was in September of HUS* Wc are 
working very hard on that remain- 
ing 20 percent, and with t he splen- 
did cooperation wc have been re- 
ceiving from the local officers, and 
if our members will send us their 
address changes promptly, that 
goal of a Journal every month Ui 
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crcry member, will become a re 

alii y* 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
William W Robbins, Director 

The fE ft s ft a r e li I hquirfment *s 
work in the past few years 1ms, for 
Hie most part followed along the 
lines nT the major divisions f » f in- 
dust rv, The trend in collective bar- 
gaining today*, emphasizes industry 
negotiation*— more now than ever 
I h? fore. More mid more of the de 
partmeut \ energies, therefore, are 
lifting spent along industrial lines, 
tn 1 lu* segment of industry wliieh 
we cover* 

To keep abreast of changing 
trends,. to cope with new lyjies of 
demands confronting our nienilicrs 
and representatives tn the field, it 
is essfttitii.il (hat we put our whole 
house in order. This means that 
every I ora I union must mope rate 
in seeing to it that its own records 
in the InteruiLtiotml ( iffiee arc mm- 
p let e, so that we may hr in a posi- 
tion to serve our membership to 
tile fullest possible extent* 

In the past two years, the Ro- 
sea re h Department has been aide 
If) gel more factual material into 
the held than at any time in its 
previous history, hm it needs more 
information from Hie field* much 
of it information of n new variety, 
to enable the department to serve 
as an ftlTicient rent ml clearing 
house for wage rates, hours, fringe 
benefits and all kinds of material 
But more inter as to the depart- 
ment \ operational needs. 

Data mi corporate financial anal- 
yses, eusl -u I -living figures, wage 
rales, elc*. lias been furnished to 
the Itesi of our ability, wherever 
requested* Much material has been 
sent out on pensions, insurance and 
related benefits, recent wage in- 
creases and other gains. We have 
Assisted our members with facts 
arid statistics for use in wage nego- 
tiations and arbitration cases, tn 
two major negotiations on a na- 
tion-wide scale — those with the 
\\ ex! inghotlsc Electric and Nation 
a I Battery corporations our re- 
search stalT prepared sizable book 
lets, assembling agree men I clauses 
on wages, union membership re- 
quirements, .seniority and many 
oilier points in ea eh of the locally 


negotiated eon tracts with these 
companies. 

To meet the changing trend in 
I ho direction of industry bargain- 
ing, the Research Department has 
launched a program of industry- 
wide surveys of current signed and 
Approved I B.EAV. agreements 
filed in the Internal ionat Office in 
important Holds. Tin- surveys have 
been strictly an exploratory proj- 
ect , They show wage rales for key 
occupations in 1 he industry, offer* 
live dates* overtime pay rates* the 
last wage adjustment, if available, 
and occasionally other pertinent 
da tn* 

The first such industry survey, 
Summary of Approved Wage 
1 fates for Journeymen Wire men 
Employed in ihe Building Con- 
struction Industry/ 4 reported tin* 
hist sut'b information in Hie 1*0 
files of appro veil agreements for 
every “inside" and "mixed" lot'll I 
in the l.H.BAV. Its initial release 
was in Juno BUS. Revised editions 
were issued in January and July 
lflfia A similar survey followed 
for the Elect rift Sign branch of our 
organization, I icing published in 
July 104H, and a revised edjlion 
which will he publish ei ] in Sep- 
ten it>er 1!K10. Cpou request, these 
surveys are available to our Vice 
Presidents, staff personnel and 
local unions* h is our hope to is 
sue them periodically in order that 
our people in the field may be kept 
abreast of conditions and trends as 
reflected I It rough the continuous 
How of agreements and amend- 
ments received in the International 
office. The information is ncecs 
sarily eon lined to fuels which are 
supported by agreements, propetiy 
signed and officially approved by 
our International President in ac- 
cordance with our Constitution* 

In progress at the present time 
is an industry survey in the Elec- 
tric Power and Light brunch of our 
organization. This survey is con- 
siderably more eomprehensi ve than 
those previously attempted. The 
work is still in a highly develop- 
mental stage, but is by Far the big- 
gest undertaking ever shouldered 
by the Research Department. Other 
industry surveys lined up or in 
progress lit present include the 
telephone field and outside line 


coil tract! tig work. More will, be 

undertaken hi the future. 

Tn making these surveys the Re- 
search Depart men 1 has specialists 
engaged full time in analyzing our 
tunny hundreds of agreements* The 
department is well aware that the 
results of the studies at times do 
not reflect ihe true picture in the 
field. In fact its members feel that 
they are leading with their chins 
in publishing Hieir results. Not 
having sat in on the negotiations 
or covered the operations person 
ally, they must (and properly 
should) depend solely on what is 
written in the agreement* If a 
clause is ambiguous f ax it some- 
times is) f*r con filets with another, 
they* must use their own judgment 
in interpreting it* No one expects 
them to he mind renders* Neither 
can they re licet a condition which 
in operating practice is more lib- 
eral (or less liberal! than that 
spelled out in the contract. And 
neither can they analyze agree- 
ments or publish facts which have 
not been properly documented and 
filed with the 1,0. The department 
welcomes your comments, correc- 
tions or criticisms on its endeavors. 

Another new and important ac- 
tivity* of the department has been 
the development of routine circu- 
lars covering several forms used by 
the Brotherhood in the field. 
Worked out in cooperation with 
other operations in the Interna- 
tional Office, the routine circulars 
have made it possible for us » 
help our people in the field* light- 
ening the burden on them by 
standardizing and simplifying pro- 
cedure, accounting methods, rec- 
ord keeping ami the filing of neces- 
sary* reports* Incidentally, it is 
very important t hat the routine cir- 
culars he kepi together, preferably 
filed in a binder as they are re- 
ceived from time to lime, in order 
that they may be referred to read- 
ily; for we find that they* greatly 
facilitate operations and work for 
the lienef ft of the Brotherhood us a 
whole* 

All in all we find that the work 
of the Research Department today 
is more closely filled to the operat- 
ing needs of our mem Ikts than 
ever before and that it is handled 
with greater dispatch. To be of 
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service to our members the depart- 
ment finds acute need for the five 
following typos of information 
whenever an agreement is com- 
pleted : 

(1) The- principal prod i ids imimi* 
fnclurcd or services per lorn ted 
by t he 1 employer under the 
contract* 

(2) The approximate number of 
employes covered in that bar- 
gaining unit. 

(3) The average wage adjustment, 
if any, 

(1) The full wage schedule to- 
get her with complete informa- 
tion as to the specific job classi- 
fication embraced in each wage 
group* 

(5) Any new fringe benefits pro- 
cured* 

We are continually receiving re- 
quests for this type of informa- 
tion. All too frequently the neces- 
sary data either is not available in 
the 1,0* nt alt or it involves spend- 
ing needless hours comparing pres- 
ent with previous agreements. All 
these required facts are readily 
available to the negotiators at the 
time that the eon trad is made. 

We n re confident that the work 
of the Research Department will 
become of greater service to the 
members of our Brotherhood. Its 
energies continue to be shaped to 
present day requirements and it 
acts as a clearing center for all 
types of informal ion vital to our 
people everywhere. 

BONDING DEPARTMENT 

Mrs, Jean Eelie* Supervisor 

We again want to call your at- 
lei it ion in the fact that local union 
financial officers are bonded under 
a blanket bond for a minimum 
amount . 

At the present lime Iwcausc of 
the few losses in the past* our local 
unions arc entitled to a 20 per- 
cent reduction In premium. A $500 
bornl, the cost of which formerly 
was $3.75* is now $3*00 ami on ii 
three-year basis it can be secured 
for $7*50. 

It is the duty of this department 
to check the bylaws of our local 
unions to ascertain when they de- 
sire to increase or decrease their 
present coverage* Wc then notify 


the bunding company and request 
a corrected certificate of bond for 
the local union. Tims we arc as- 
sured that our build schedule at 
the International Office and at our 
agency are in accord with l he by- 
laws of l In' local union. 

We would like to stress a l this 
time that when audita are made 
and the local union members feel 
that their present coverage should 
he increased, that they notify the 
bonding company. This is not only 
the best protection for our local 
unions but for the International 
< tffiee. 

In the past it was necessary for 
our local union officers to com- 
plete individual bond applications. 
With our present relations with 
our bonding company, the only 
time that applications are required 
is when the coverage desired i*s in 
excess of $10,000. 

As of the date when this report 
was made to you, the amount of 
bond coverage for all local unions 

amounted to $3,03.6,300* 

During the two-year period since 
our last Convention report* the 
bonding company has paid the lo- 
i j al unions who reported shortages 
the sum of $2*SI 1 , 

CHARTERS AND LOCAL 
UNION RECORD 

Mrs. Nora Casey P Supervisor 

Since our last convention* the 
Tiilenmtional Office lias amended 
347 charters, discontinuing the 
44 B” type of membership. In ad- 
dition many more charters were 
processed as a result of charters 
being returned to the I.O. to have 
their trade dnssilteatioii spelled out 
in place of using the terminology 
‘‘mixed/' 

In the two-year period since our 
last convention wc have chartered 
133 new local unions* 111 in the 
United States and 22 hi Canada. 
Charters canceled in the same 
period amounted to (JO: 

37 — United Slates 
17 — t ’amnia 

15- Amalgamated (all over ILS.) 

m 

The count of our local unions 
as of June 30, HI50 was as fol- 
lows : 


TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP 

“A", “A" and “R" or A * 
and * 4 BA # ‘- United Stales* 1*146 

*\V\ M A M and “K” or *'A” 
and* 1 BA'*- l 'amnia * i Hi 

Total *..***i f ?3fl 

** BA M Local Unions — United 

States * 1 13 

“HA" Local I i dons — Canada 7 

Total 120 

“R" Local Unions- — United 

States . . * * 142 

41 B M Local Unions — Canada 23 


Total ».*. 165 

The total of all our local unions 
in existence as of June 30, 1350 
was 1*52 L 

At the time of our last report, 
as of June 30* 1048, we had 303 
4< IV* local unions, as compared 
with llm* *1 title 30* I!>50. Thus you 
will see that nearly 50 percent have 
been amended to either “A* or 
* * BA * f membership, 

UNION LABEL DEPARTMENT 

Miss Doris F roman, Supervisor 

The International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, like all 
A. F. of L. unions* believes that 
the union label and public demand 
for it, is the life blood of the labor 
movement. A large segment of t he 
American public now demands un- 
ion products ami union services. 

In uri effort to help the public 
TOCOgmze and ask for go* a Is pro- 
duced by members of our Brother- 
hood, the International office is- 
sues a booklet entitled, * * Manufac- 
turers Entitled to Display Official 
Labels of the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers/' 

This pamphlet lists more than 
1000 firms* However, the list is 
far from complete. Wc would ap- 
preeinto if, if our local unions 
would help us in furthering the 
union label cause by sending us 
the unities of firms not listed, with 
which they have agreements bear- 
ing the appropriate union label 
clause* and the products which 

they manufacture* so that they 
may have the proper listing in our 
next edition. 

{Continued on page 
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'Price of Peace Is Preparedness’ 

Aiusf Be Ready for New Red Forays , Green Warns 


Foltmwng is the test «/ fht 
speech given William (fret a, 
President of the Ameriron Federa- 
tion of Ltth<*r, at tht Twin tip fourth 
convention of tin Lll.EAW: 


President Tracy, ofTii-cnt and del- 
elates in attendance at tins tre- 
mendously impressive enliven! inn T 
visitors and friends: I <*atim>i find 
words adequate to express my deep 
uuprmxhm of I lie magnitude and 
the size and the import n nee of this 
historic convention. It is sn out- 
standing, so unusual and so strik- 
ing I mu conscious of the flirt that 
vmi represent a great organism! inn, 
a strong: organization, n well estab- 
lished union affiliated with tlir 
American Federation of Lalutr. I 
ask you lo interpret my visit with 
you in thin halt this rimming as 
com hiring evidence of my deep in- 
terest in your great organization. 


I am ]>rotid of it, I esteem it a 
great honor to he with you and 
to lirt ng to you a short message. 

First of till, may I extend to you 
the Fraternal greetings of the great 
family of hi I mu’ of which you form 
a tremendously import aid part, 
you are associated with that great 
imny <*l" labor, If is rlie largest 
labor organization in the Fuited 
Stales* !l is the largest single itr , 
gam/irtinn in the world* Tlie rec- 
ords in Washington in our office 
show that there are eight million 
members paid up and in good 
standing ill the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and yon are a part 
of that eight million mcniherx 
which make up this great family 
of organized lahor. Who can ade- 
tptnicly appraise the strength, the 
standing, the influence of a great 
army of men linked together, 
joined together, thinking together 
and working together as this great 


family of labor** I am proud of it* 
I uni willing to make any sacrifice 
necessary to I mi Id if up and to 
maintain it, and I ant proud that 
your great movement is a part of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

The march of communism in 
Southern Korea has been definitely 
stopped i'nder the vigoroim and 
timely leadership of President Tni 
man* I he free nations of the world 
have struck the greatest blow for 
democracy since our victory over 
Japan. 

Our foreign policy has found its 
fruition in the success of t ruled 
Nations forces in Korea, World 
opinion has crystallized into a solid 
front against further aggression. 
The Kremlin has received a stem 
lesson oil whut it means to 1 rifle 
with the peace of the world. 

We ourselves have gained a 
clearer view of the price vve must 
pay for peace and freedom* and the 
path We must take lo secure it 
The price of peace is prepared ness 
for war, and constant readiness to 
move against new Ued forays, 
wherever they may take place* 

Military preparedness is expen- 
sive insurance. The cost will be it 
bun leu on our economy mid a 
drain on our resources. It will 
mean hard work and economic sac- 
rifice for al! of us. But in a di- 
vided world, where to be weak and 
irresolute is to invite catastrophe, 
it is the only reliable insurance w* 
can get. The cost is small when 
measured against what we might 
lose were we to fail to maintain it* 

Labor I ms endorsed the decision 
of our govern men i to move to an 
emergency footing. We recognize 
that if wo arc to live in pence, the 
democrat ie nations must make 
themselves stronger than the cue 
mics of pence. The prompt attain- 
ment of superiority in arms and 
fighting efficiency is the first order 
of the day. As much as we would 
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prefer in use our manpower and 
productive capacity to meet our 
many unfilled peacetime needs, we 
accept the fuel ilm t the defense 
program must lake 1 priority over all 
other console rations. Labor has 
pledged its complete cooperation 
and support to that program. 

The workers of America stand 
second to none in their patriotism 
and willingness to fare sacrifice for 
the common good. But they have 
the right to expert the assurance 
that, while they are making sacri- 
fices, others are not profiting at 
their expense. They have the right 
to expert that the burden will be 
reputably distributed, according to 
relative ability to bear it. 

Flagrant Profiteering 

Thus far they have failed to re- 
ceive this assurance. They have 
witnessed the disheartening specta- 
cle of fia grant profiteering, as 
prices have sou reel oul of alt rela- 
tion lo costs of production.. They 
have seen their employers raise the 
prices of their products as high as 
the market would stand, and then 
turn about with pious smirks and 
wave l he flag at the bargaining 
table. 

foil grass has passed an Act call- 
ing for the imposition of wage con- 
trols wherever and whenever prices 
are put under control. Yet prices 
have continued to climb unchecked, 
while wages have lagged far be- 
hind, subjected to the inroads of 
inflation. The effect of a general 
freeze ai this time would thus be to 
freeze prices high and wages low. 
Equality of sacrifice demands that 
wages be allowed to rise until they 
have reached a basis of parity with 
prices, he fore any wage controls 
are considered. 

More action is needed in the tax 
field before we will have arrived 
at an equitable approach to the 
needs of the times. Withholding 
taxes have already been upped con- 
siderably, but we have received 
only a vague promise of an excess 
profits tax. Yet the unabashed 
profiteering that followed upon 
the heels of the Korean crisis has 
done more than anything else to 
handicap and hamstring the de- 
fense effort. 

While corporate taxes have 


been advanced by inches, corporate 
profits have advanced by yards. 
For this we may thank those 
super- pat riots in I km grass who 
found that, while the drafting of 
men was hardly debatable* the 
drafting of excessive tuxes was 
<4 an extremely controversial sub- 
ject , T ' We need new tax legisla- 
tion, providing for an excess profits 
tax, the closing off "f loopholes 
through which the wealthy have 
escaped, and a genuinely pro- 
gressive schedule of income taxes, 
based squarely on the principle of 
ability to pay. 

Low-Income Group Hit 

The credit controls thus far in- 
voked have placed the brunt of the 
burden on the shoulders of lower 
and middle-income families, while 
leaving the well-to-do virtually un- 
scathed. Credit on moderate terms 
has provided the only means by 
which the millions of families with 
low cash savings have been able to 
provide themselves with the high- 
er-priced necessities of life. The 
new restrictions mean that many 
of these families, whose needs are 
most pressing, will have to do 
without. 

Labor* of course, recognizes that 
credit restrictions are needed to 
hold hack inflation in the present 
emergency- but it also feels that 
these restrictions should be accom- 
panied by measures designed to 
place their proper share of the 
burden upon those whom credit 
restrictions alone do not affect. 

These restrictions upon housing 
credit, in particular, are not in ac- 
cord with equitable or practical 
considerations. No one questions 
the necessity of diverting much of 
the manpower and materials now 
used in civilian const ruction into 
the essentials of national defense. 
Nevertheless, our national policy 
should still grant low and middle- 
meonic housing priority over other 
kinds of residential construction, 
and most kinds of non-resident ial 
construction. 

For years there Inis been a criti- 
cal shortage of lower and middle- 
priced housing. Upper income fa- 
milies have had no housing prob- 
lem, The new housing credit con- 
trols make tl virtually impossible 


for lower or middle-income fami- 
lies to buy houses. Yet upper* 
bracket families, having ample 
cash for down payments, are flee 
to buy or build, though they are 
already adequately housed. Mean- 
while, it should he added, nothing 
has been done to curb price-goug- 
ing builders and suppliers of 
building materials, though some of 
the most scandalous profiteering 
has I ►ecu taking place in this area. 

Nor arc these (he only inequities 
that will have to he corrected be 
fore this nation ran gear itself 
effectively to the long-range de- 
fense of freedom and democracy. 
There are others that arc of even 
more direct concern to the labor 
movement as a whole, and to un- 
ions in the construction trades in 
particular. 

Public Will Suffer 

In drafting the Defense Produc- 
tion Act, (km gross moved with un- 
seemly haste to insert a pro- 
vision grant i n g corpora t ions u 
sweeping immunity from prosecu- 
tion under the anti-trust laws, 
even though such immunity can 
only lead to a further stifling of 
corn petition and aggravation of 
the monopoly problem. Tn the 
long run, the public will suffer for 
this. History has demonstrated 
that each time corporations have 
found a new way around l he anti- 
trust laws, it lias led to a higher 
price level. 

Yet these same legislators ap- 
parently expect lalmr not merely 
to remain subject to the vicious 
assaults of the Taft- Hart ley Act — 
but to relax ami enjoy it, 

in the emergency that faces us 
now, labor must be free to put 
forth its entire strength ill behalf 
of the common effort — in promote 
industrial peace and security, and 
to render the lies! service of which 
it is capable in the furtherance of 
the defense program. This we 
cannot do so long as our hands 
are shackled by the unjust and 
discriminatory rest ra ints of the 
Toft-Hartley Act. 

And the American Federation 
of Labor, that army of 8,000,000 
will never remain passive, will 
never stop politically or economi- 
cally until we have repealed and 
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wiped out thul obnoxious law from 
the statute luniks of the nation. 

Can t hey reasonably ex pert our 
unions to servo effectively in main 
mining industrial peace a ini eon- 
liimmis production, under tin* 
burden of an not which forbids 
them to exorcise oven 1 he most or- 
dinary disci pli nary powers over 
their members even over t *om - 
inunist saboteurs? 

Ye l this sitnie net* which de- 
prives our unions of cfiVotive 
means of dealing with wildcat 
strikes, renders them liable to suit 
and financial damages where Midi 
strikes take place though they 
bad no hand in them and were 
made powerless, by this net, to 
prevent litem. Is this the kind of 
justice for which this nation is 
fighting? 

Labor in War 

J K the last war, unprecedented 
demands were placed upon many 
of on r unions, particularly in tlie 
construction and metal trades, ill- 
chiding the International Brother- 
hood of IJled rieal Workers, to 
furnish skilled workers for the 
erection of defense facilities in re- 
mote areas of the country, this 
frequently involved the recruit 
incut of men. through the facilities 
of the unions, many miles from the 
site of the job. In every case 
where such a demand was made of 
us, we were able to cooperale to 
the fill lost extent. It did what llir 
government itself eon Id not do, it 
supplied the ski I left workers where 
workers were needed* We received 
for this service, many letters of 
praise and expressions of gratitude 
from the highest officials of both 
the civilian and military branches 
of the government P Let me just 
read you one of them — a telegram 
which 1 received on August s. 
I!Mo, shortly a tier the first atomic 
bomb was dropped upon Japan: 

*' Through you I want to thank 
all the officers ami members of your 
Building and Metal Trades Un- 
ions who helped build and man 
the plants in which our atomic 
I tombs are made. You recruited 
skilled mechanics from thousands 
of miles avvav to work on these 
projects, even though we could 
not tell you what they were mak- 



ing. Now you have the reward of 
knowing that their efforts are 
making an important contribution 

to final victory/* 

That was signed by Hubert V 
Patterson, who was tlum serving 
as rnder-Secrctary of War, t re- 
call, ami I know your distill* 
mushed President recalls in like 
manner that many times they were 
seeking to build air force buildings 
where soldiers would he taken care 
of, atomic humh plants in remote 
seel ions of t he country — some of 
them in i he South, some in the fur 
Northwest, some on the Pacific 
Coast and in other places. They 
appealed for skilled workers, but 
it was not until (lie unions called 
for their workers to go arid sene 


that these workers did so in a most 
wonderful manner, as indicated b> 
this telegram from the I nder-Sce- 
rctary of War which 1 have just 
read to you* 

Couldn't Do It Today? 

Brothers, it may interest you to 
know— if you do not yet know it 
that the use ol the good offices of 
our unions in such a maimer to 
day would be a violation of ihe 
specific terms of tile Tuft -Hartley 
Act* -Just think of it the reac 
tionarics of i he country placing 
that restriction upon our unions 
to serve our mil inn in time of war 
What they need now in preparing 
for defense is to take that rcstric 
Hon off our unions by repealing 
the Taft* Hart Icy law. 

The performance of that task 
during the last war brought the 
labor movement great praise, and 
tributes to its patriotism. Ii helped 
to shorten the war and therein 
saved the lives of t hott .sands of 
American soldier*. Yet to render 
the same service today would make 
outlaws of us all. Pan we conceive 
of that? Vet thai is what thei 
(ConfuMifJ nn piifft’ a*?) 



President Tracy congratulates AFL President Green cm stirring address. 
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Economy Is Strong, Says Tobin 

Credits Social Reforms for Nation’s Well-Being 


Fol fatring is the text of the 
speech ffirwi bt/ Man rice */. Tobin, 
Sicretonj of Labor, at th< Twenty* 
fourth eon rent ion of the t. ft, RAW: 


International President Dan 
Tracy, officers and delegates lo I his 
nm vent ion of the Intornivtiotml 
! trot herhood of Elect rical Work- 
ers; li is a real pi ensure for me lo 
he aide to bring to ibis great gat li- 
ering of real, genuine Americans 
the greetings of the President of 
the United States. Harry S L Tru- 
man. It is also a distinct pleasure 
to he presented by your President, 
n real American, even though he 
dot's com* from the great inde- 
pendent State of Texas, amt a man 
who gave great service to the De- 
partment of Labor as an Assistant 
Secretary, and then has gone on to 
lead 'one of the greatest union or- 
ganizations in this country. 

I was just saying to Dan In* fore 
lie proceeded lo introduce me that 
I cover a great many of the labor 
conventions of this nation, the con- 
ventions of t lie great national labor 
federations and also the greatest 
of the Internationals, and there 
isn't n labor convention held in 
America that compares In the mum 
her of delegates to that which is to 
he found at the convention of the 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, 

Recalls *48 Convention 

I shall never forget two years 
ago in September, when I Talked 
to your convention in 1948 in the 
great Municipal Auditorium at At- 
lantic City. After J left that cheer- 
ing gal lu ring no one enidd tell me 
but that the rights of the workers 
would be vindicated at the polk 
in the November election of 1948, 

There are lenders of labor 
throughout the count ry T members 
of the various International Union 
organizations, but you have nu- 
ns mil men as your lenders in the 
various ureas of the country. Lou 



Secretary of Labor Tobin 


Ma monte just left the platform. 
Frank Jacobs in 1948 developed 
one of the greatest meet i tigs I have 
ever spoken to in my life — Dun, 
an indication of the type of leader- 
ship you have in your organization 
throughout the country, 

A great many things have hap- 
pened since 1948. If you will re- 
memlier, the 80th Republican Con- 
gress had l*een called back into 
special session, and they left with- 



out writing into law the platform 
that had been written in Phila- 
delphia in the second week in June. 
President Truman came to his con 
vent ion the week following the Re- 
publican Convention, and at J :(K) 

0 clock in the morning, after a 
brilliant talk at that convention, he 
said that he was going to call the 
Congress back into session and 
give them an opportunity to write 
into law the platform it icy had 
accepted in that self-same city a 
week prior, lie was going to give 
them a chance to do something 
almiit housing, which had been 
completely ignored after two years, 
with millions of new families un- 
able to find privacy in homes they 
could call their own. 

Chance to Do Something 

I It* said he was going to give 

1 hem an opportunity to do some- 
thing a limit the minimum wage law 
He said he was going to give them 
an opportunity to live up to their 
pledge to elevate the minimum 
wage above 40 cents, and, further, 
lie was going to give them the op- 
portunity to make the changes they 
l ulkcd a limit in their platform in 
I he held of social security, winch 
had remained unchanged from 

when il was originally writ- 
ten, all hough there had been an in- 
crease in the cost of living amount 
ing at 1 lint time to 74 percent. 
You remember that that session 
had just ended before I talked Jo 
you, and they had gone home with- 
out doing one single thing about 
housing, they bad mu done one 
single thing about I he minimum 
wage, and they had not done one 
single thing about changing pay- 
ments on social security. Oh* they 
ilid do one thing, and that was 
prior to the special session : in 

place of increasing the number of 
Americans who could be covered 
under the law, they decreased it 
by a quarter of a million. 

As a result of the great demo 
era tie action of the American pen- 
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pie at the polls in 1948, the HLsi 
Congress did do many good things, 
although iliey failed to do one 
major thing that 1ms yet to he 
done, and that is tlio wiping out 
of the Taft- Hartley law and the 
substitution of a law that, will be 
fair to labor. 

Minimum Wage Raised 

The minimum wage law was 
changed, and I know it means noth- 
ing to you as individuals, except 
that reeling that you have for other 
fellow American workers. The min- 
imum wage law was elevated from 
40 cents to To cents, and in addi- 
tion to that: there was a mil hous- 
ing program initialed, and those of 
you who are engaged in the build- 
ing trades know the great coverage 
that has had over the country, al- 
though a great many communities 
will not yet give their people the 
privileges that housing inis brought 
to so many areas. But we have 
averaged better than 1,250,000 
homes a year during the course of 
the last two years, as a result of 
legislation that was enacted 

Then the old members of tins or- 
ganization — and 1 want to paren- 
thetically state that the social pro- 
gram written by your International 
Union for the benefit of the mem- 
bers of the locals throughout this 
country was headed by them, carv- 
ing on! a pith way, charting a 
course for the other trade unions 
of the country, because you were 
pioneers in the field* But never 
I Iiel css social security from the old 
age survivors insurance point of 
view lias meant much to the Amer- 
ican worker, and as the result of 
the action of the Hist Congress 
It million additional working peo- 
ple of this country are now 
covered, and in this very month 
the recipients of the country have 
received an average increase of 77 
percent, it certainly has meant a 
whole lot lo those who have been 
retired under social security under 
the old age and survivors insur- 
ance system. 

Much to Be Done 

Yes t there is yet much to be done. 
More and more we come to ap- 
preciate the part that government 
plays in the soundness of our econ- 
omy* We have to go back to 1933 


to see the radical differences, the 
radical changes that have occurred. 
In fact, let's go hack to 1920* We 
had six million members of organ- 
ized labor. As a result of the able 
leadership of Samuel Oompers, 
whose hundredth anniversary of 
his birth WC are celebrating this 
year* and us a result of a kindly 
president by Ihe name of Woodrow 
Wilson* who did everything possi- 
ble to encourage the unionization 
of American workers, we increased 
from 2,750*000 pre-war, lo six mil- 
lion in 192(1 Then started the 
great union -busting drive, started 
the great light for the open shop, 
the fight for llu? right of the indi- 
vidual American worker to work. 
But what were they doing? They 
were destroying one of the greatest 
props our economy had and l hey 
succeeded, because by 1929 the 
American trade union movement 
had been chopped down by 50 per- 
cent and we had but slightly more 
than three million members. This 
eventually sunk by 1933 to approxi- 
mately two and a half million mem- 
bers. 

Effect on Economy 

What effect did it have oil the 
economy? Il had this effect: In 
1925 the average factory wage in 
the country was $24.50. After that 
tremendous expanse during the 
four intervening years between 
1925 and 1929 ihe average factory 
wage in I he country had gone up 
50 cents to $25.00* 

What do we find the status of 
our economy is today? Let us first, 
review what has made our economy 
no strong. First a minimum wage 
law; secondly, the Wagner Act 
guaranteeing the right of the 
American worker to band together 
in an organization of Ills own 
choosing, and the requirements 
that management in turn deal with 
t hose chosen representatives; un- 
employment compensation insur- 
ance that prevented the starting of 
a great depression whenever there 
was a decline in the economy and 
unemployment status* In fact, 
Business Week in July of last year 
referred to unemployment compen- 
sation insurance as one of the great 
stabilizing influences in our econ- 
omy. T happened to have been (i ov- 


en iov of Massachusetts. 1 ain thor- 
oughly familiar with the city that 
they chose as their example, the 
City of Lawrence. It is primarily 
n woolen textile center. Out of 

52.000 people, 2fi*O0Q were unem- 
ployed for a stretch in the second 
quarter in 1949. and yel retail sales 
in that community, because the 

26.000 were drawing unemploy- 
ment compensation insurance at an 
average rate of $24.00 a week, felt 
hardly any impact and was but 
3 percent behind the average re- 
tail sales of the nation. Similar 
programs of that character have 
only made stronger the private 
enterprise system of tins country. 

Great Blessing 

One of the greatest blessings we 
have in the United States is that 
American workers and American 
management agree as to the kind 
of economy we should have* All 
the American worker wants is a 
just, proportionate share of the 
profits that accrue from his work 
and a protection to the economy 
by protecting hi in as an individual 
in the sense of protecting him in 
His old age, protecting him during 
periods of unemployinent. The 
only phase of the program that has 
not been written into law as yet 
is ihe health insurance program, 
and I am positive 1 hat eventually 
that p 1 1 a sc o f I ! i e i > ro gram v v i 1 1 1 >e 
written and there will he a greater 
security for t he American worker 
in the years that lie ahead. 

Highest Productivity 

Now, what is the status of our 
economy? In the second quarter 
of this year before any impact from 
the great defense program was felt 
we hod ttm highest productivity 
our nation has ever known — $250*- 
000,000,000. We had 61,500,000 
gainfully employed. The average 
factory wage in the nation from 
Canada to Mexico, the Atlantic to 
ihe Pacific including north, south, 
east and west, rural areas and all* 
men and women, amounted to 
$59.50. Yes, corporate taxes were 
at a level higher than we have ever 
known before, hiving standards 
were the highest the world has ever 
known* Our economy was in a con- 
dition to meet any totalitarian 


Journal for December, 1950 


Page Sixty-seven 


throat from any part of the world, 
a*nl I believe Russia has been 

g really disappointed a use they 

have been expert i rig an ocoiiomie 
roll apse hi t lie United States* This 
is l he first lime following a major 
war that America has not had n 
major depression or recession with- 
in two years following the teriuiim- 
t ion of a war. Here we are in the 
fifth year. 

Let ns analyze the conditions be- 
fore Korea — the second quarter of 
'30 — been use Korea oeeurred on 
the 27th day dune, leaving only 
three days out of the 91 or days 
in the quarter, and otic of them 
was a Sunday so there was prac- 
tically Hi tic or no impact whatso- 
ever on Mutt great prosperous sec- 
ond quarter* 

Why We Arc Strong 

Yes, we have come a long way. 
Our economy is stronger by far 
than it has ever been before. Why 
is it strong? Because in 1922, start- 
ing under tlic leadership of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, there was for the 
first time a full recognition of the 
fact that people, the hitman beings 
Mint go to make up this country, 
arc the greatest asset this country 
has ever had; that by giving con- 
sideration to people you are giving 
consideration to your whole nation , 
yon are strengthening your whole 
nation. I have said quite often 
recently that the tremendous num- 
ber of rejections that we have for 
I lie draft in those youngsters up 
to the age of 25 might not lie re- 
jections, they would be physically 
ni hi ud were it not for the lack of 
adequate diet during their infant 
and very young years during the 
first live years from 1920. Hie bitter 
part of 29 to 1925, when we were 
for two years doing nothing but 
rebuilding the economy and for 
three years trying to rebuild the 
shadow of an economy. The econ- 
omy has been rebuilt and the econ- 
omy is surely sound today, sounder 
than it has ever been before, and 
when we start reaching the young- 
sters for physical examination in 
the years following 1955 I nm con- 
fident that we are going to find 
that that consideration for people 
that started in 1922 is going to be 
reflected in sounder minds, kou ruler 
bodies in the youngsters who had 


the benefit of the great economic 
changes that occurred in this coun- 
try from 192:] on. 

We certainly have to be con- 
cerned about the international pic- 
ture today. Our President has been 
concerned right from the termina- 
tion <if the second World War. I 
would like to bring your minds 
back to the program that has con- 
tained communism in Europe dur- 
ing that period of time* First there 
was the driving of the Russians 
out of Iran in IfMfi. Secondly, you 
will remember the Turkish situa- 
tion when the Russian ambassador 
used to come to Istanbul every day 
visiting the foreign office and say- 
ing: “We warn the Dardanelles. M 
You will remember at the same 
time when Russia through its 
Balkan satellites was sending com- 
munistic aggressors abroad from 
KoumtuiiJt, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia 
and Albania, and in that year the 
British declared they had to with- 
draw from I i recce. Overnight Pres* 
ideiit Truman proceeded to till the 
vacuum first with economic aid and 
then military advice and military 
equipment. 

Greek Battle Won 

The tireck battle has been finally 
won. Today Greece has a flounder 
economy* Many phases of it can 
be improved, but nevertheless they 
have a standing tinny of 250.000 
men and the communist aggressors 
have been driven back to their own 
homeland* Turkey lias been com- 
pletely rebuilt. Turkey today has 
a fine railroad system. Turkey lias 
line roads. They have rebuilt the 
economy and they have 500,000 
lighting men under antis that will 
fighi to defend every last inch of 
Turkish soil* 

Marshall Plan 

Then we eitme to the .Marshall 
Plan. The first pliu.se of the pro- 
gram was referred lo as the Tru- 
man program. President Truman 
proceeded to go forward with the 
Marshall Plan helping the Low 
Countries, helping t lie Norwegian 
countries* t lie Scandinavian coun- 
tries, helping France and helping 
Italy, and those economics have 
been built back* 

1 leave from here for a conven- 
tion that contributed one of the 


ablest men to Hint rebuilding of 
Western Europe and helping them 
to defeat communism. No man did 
more than your own doc Keenan 
in rebuilding a free trade union 
movement in (far many. 1 know as 
late as early last summer then’ 
were those in ihe State Department 
who desperately wanted doe Kee- 
nan to go buck to Germany and l*» 
Europe to help make even stronger 
the free trade union movements of 
those areas. But we had a demo- 
era tie job for doe to do at home. 
He has done a wonderful job. 

Resist Foreign Ideology 

As t lie result of the encourage- 
ment given by the American trade 
union movement the French and 
Italians are now being Frenchmen 
and 1 1 al inns before they follow any 
foreign ideology. Great eredit can 
l>e given to Hie rebuilding of a 
new free trade union movement in 
Europe with the help of the United 
States mill onr Uamidian ami Brit- 
ish brothers, dust recently, in ihe 

last year* the President made a 

mmendatioii in band logcllier 

the free countries of Western 
Europe eeonomieally and militar- 
ily, There wen* those in the (toll* 
irress of ihe United States who 
voted against the program for com- 
bining the groups, combining the 
countries of Western Europe. 1 
might say that Senator Taft. Sen- 
ator Donnell and Senator Wherry* 
leaders of (he Republican Party, 
all voted against the North Al- 
la uric Pact and all voted against 
the military aid that would imple- 
ment that compact . In other words* 
their action was an open indication 
to Stalin to move closer* clear 
across the path of Europe right to 
the Atlantic* There were Rcftnb 
lien ns l ike Yundcnburg who did 
see the need of a united America, 
who did see I hat we should con line 
our partisanship to do mesh e issuer 
and that wo should stand as a 
united front on our foreign policy 
Why shouldn't America lm help- 
ful to those people? Hen* we are* 
the richest country in the world* 
richest in income for the average 
individual in America* No matter 
what It ts status may be, a worker 
or a professional man, flintier or 
manager* vve arc the richest in 
agricultural resources* the richest 
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in mineral product#, rich in agri 
culture. How did we gain so much ' 
Manpower was needed We had 
only three million Americans in (he 
days of the Revolution, Today 
there are 152 million Ammcans in 
the United Staten. How did we 
develop to be such a great eon n try ’ 
It was liccausc your fathers and 
your mothers before you, the (low- 
er of the young manhood and the 
young womanhood not only of 
Europe hut of the rest of tin* world 
mime (lurking to the United States, 
to this land of golden opport unity. 
Rut they hud to contribute i In- 
(lower of their young manhood and 
their young woman liooil, and today 
we would indeed lie eat Ions, we 
would be lack in g in charity if we 
did not attempt to help these shat- 
tered countries where their cities, 
ill many instances; have hem* lev- 
eled to the ground. Their economy 
is completely disrupted and we 
should help them build hark to the 
kind of ail economy they enjoyed 
before the coming of the second 
World War, 

Solemn Obligation 

America does hold that obliga- 
tion, a ml if we do mil live up to 
it we will stand alone and some 
day pay the penalty for our selfish- 
ness, 1 f we were to reverse the con 
dition and we Americans had our 
cities leveled and had lost our pos- 
sessions in the fighting of not one, 
hut two World Wars, would wo 
not say indeed that Europe was 
selfish if she failed to give us n lit- 
tle hit of help? The total we have 
given lias annum ted to twelve bil- 
lion dollars in a period of four 
years. We used to spend twelve 
billion dollars every sis weeks in 
11142 1u 1h45 in the fighting of a 
war. Today we have built back the 
strength of those who believe In 
freedom as wc do, and I think that 
our country, under the leadership 
of President Truman, lias built 
back a eonfldeliye in these people 
that gives them a confidence com- 
parable almost to t lint of pre- 
World War L Standing together 
the United States and those coun- 
tries that believe in freedom as wc 
do without the firing of a shot can 
become so strong that our diplo- 
matic leaders will have the power 
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helm id them to say it shall lie right 
and it shall not be wrung that yoi 
rule the world in the years that lip 

ahead. 

Point 4 Opposed 

Then conics Point 4* Again this 
was opposed by some Republicans* 
Point ! called for an appropria- 
tion of 50 null ion dollars. We 
used to spend 50 million dollars 
every six hours in the second 
World War Tibs 50 million dol- 
lars was to be spent to meet com- 
munist aggression, to attempt to 
give the people of the world who 
have a low, menial living an op- 
purl unity to enjoy amt meet a bet- 
ter standard* to teach them meth- 
ods of public health, to teach them 
modem mellnxls of agriculture, 
and to teach them how to harness 
their rivers. Yes, lo teach them 
how to lake advantage of the things 
that Mod lias given them. A sim- 
ple sum of 50 million dollars was 
cut to 25 million dollars, and yet 
there were Americana who voted 
against that program. Ye*, we as 
Americans, have a great moral ob- 
it gat ion tii the world and I am 
confident that there is no group 


of La bur Tobin to Convention, 

who stands more steadfastly be- 
hind the President and his foreign 
policy, his nil erupts to build a freer 
world, the North Atlantic Pact, (he 
military implementation and Point 
4, than l he members of the trade 
tiniotis of the country and particu- 
larly the members of the I BKW. 

You have been u very attentive 
audience, and I have been in con 
sideratc to talk to you so long as 
I have, in view of the heat and in 
appreciation of the fact that you 
have so much business to do. 

Continue to Build 

Dan, may Uod bless you and (he 
delegates and the members of this 
g rea t orgtuiixn (ion. May t hey Ita ve 
an opportunity to go on contribut- 
ing more to the building of a 
stronger American economy and to 
the building of a great free coun- 
try that can help the rest of the 
world that is now free remain free, 
and contribute toward the knowl- 
edge and the know-how that will 
eventually permeate beyond that 
Iron Curtain and bring freedom 
and peace to all of (aid's children 
from one end of the globe to the 
other. Thank you very much. 
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Labor Is Plagued by Legal Problems 

State , National Laws Discussed by General Counsel 


The foil tar in ft is the test of on 
address j^re pared for the conven- 
tion hjj Louis Sherman, General 
Counsel for our International. 


I believe that the simple reason 
why the International Brother- 
hood of Fleet Heal Workers has 
sue reeded In achieving its present 
position as one of the great est 
mule unions in America is be- 
muse the Brotherhood is composed 
of practical men who have con- 
centrated on getting praetieai re- 
sults in terms of increased work 
opportunities and better wages, 
hours and working conditions. 

There was a time when yon 
rontd iro about the business of get- 
ting these results without too inueh 
concern over legal problems. In 
recent yearn however, the Con- 
gress and the Slate Legislatures 
have steadily inc reared the num- 
ber and the harshness of laws reg- 
ulating labor. It has. therefore. 
Itceoinc ueeessa ry for you to se- 
cure information on the laws 
w I deli regulate labor so that you 
mu better accomplish trade union 
objectives. 

Recent Rulings 

1 t hi uk. therefore, that instead 
of making a formal sjieeeh today, 
it would Ik 1 more useful if 1 would 
discuss with you certain legal 
problems which particularly in- 
volve the LB, HAY. and review 
with you recent rulings whic h have 
been handed down by l lie courts 
and the National Labor Relations 
Board at Washington, IX (\ in a 
number of important LB, KAY. 
lest eases. These eases have been 
prosecuted by the International 
either on lie ha If of its local unions 
or in cooperation with the local 
muons before the Supreme t *omi 
of llie Fulled Slates, and Federal 
Fmirts and the National Labor 
Kid a lions Board, 


The first question I would like 
to discuss is picketing. 

We all know that picketing is 
frequent I v most vital in protect- 
ing the union scale of wages and 
in preventing non-union employers 
from taking n way our work op- 
portunities. It is obvious that legal 
rulings which free ns from restric- 
tions against picketing aid us in 
doing our union job. 

Must of the Ml, BAY. picketing 
cases arise out of I lie following set 
of facts: it non-union electrical 
contractor gels a job where other 
union trades are working. A picket 
is placed on the job. The other 
trades walk off. The non-union 
contractor runs in the NLItB 10 
get an injunction under the Ta fi- 
ll art Icy Act to stop ihe picketing. 
As you know, the Taft -1 fart ley 
Act applies i o labor disputes which 
affect interstate commerce. Wo 
have argued that our picketing of 
smaller building jobs does not 
affect commerce. 

The NLRB issued its first ruling 
agreeing with the position of the 
IBKW in the case of Pitted is and 
F rtfe r a ml lit FAY Loco / 5 of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, In that 



case the XTjRB dismissed the com- 
plaint against Local 5 and others 
on ihe ground that picketing an 
$80,000 drive in then lev construc- 
tion job on which 1 Vitus v 1 van ia 
contractors were employed did not 


substantially affect commerce. The 
Board took a similar position in 
dismissing a nun plain 1 against 
IBKW Local 505 of Clarksburg, 
West Virginia in the case of 
West Virginia Electric Corpora- 
tion. Thai case involved a $120,- 
000 school house construction job 
and the non-union electrical con- 
tractor did approximately 25 per- 
cent of his annual business out- 
side the state. 

You may Ik? interested Jo know 
that former General Counsel I>en- 
luiin of the Nattmuil Labor Rela- 
tions Board bitterly disagreed 
with the Board on the question of 
its [lower to turn down purely 
local cases and this was one of the 
Issues which ultimately led to his 
resignation. 

Policy Stated 

Since Bcnhaiu has been replaced 
by General Counsel Bott a state- 
ment of policy has been issued by 
llte Board, and concurred in by 
Ihe new Bciierul Counsel which 
reaffirms the Board's previous 
rulings holding that the Board has 
power to refuse to handle cases 
which do not substantially affect 
commerce. 

hi tins statement of | ml icy the 
Board has adopted a new formula 
for measuring effect on commerce 
which 1 believe will expand the 
relief we have secured previously. 
For example, an enterprise which 
does no business across the stale 
lines and which does not. serve 
companies engaged in interstate 
commerce will not be considered 
subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Board even though such enterprise 
is receiving up 1o one-half million 
dollars of goods directly nr mss 
state lines. The formula will un- 
doubtedly be further defined. I 
suggest to yon that if you have 
matters involving the question of 
commerce it would be advisable to 
cheek your ease against the new 
formula. 
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While we are talking about 
“commerce** I believe I should 
tell you al Hint 1 he ease of Crone- 
a i an \ > , / B E 1 r L m ft f *V5 / of *V a / f 
/^iAy (TD/, Ufa A. There the gen- 
eral contractor, instead of asking 
for an injunction sued the local 
for damages under the Taft- Hart- 
ley Act because only $6,000 of 
I mild ing mat cria I s were ah i pped 
across stale lines to the job. As 
you know, the United States Cir- 
cuit (Courts of Appeals arc the 
Federal courts of highest import- 
ance below the Supreme Court of 
the Fnited States. There are 10 
Circuit Courts in the Fnited States 
anti some courts other than the 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals 
have taken a different position on 
ibis point. 

In evaluating the particular im- 
portance of the rulings of the 
XLRB which 1 have mentioned 
previously it would be well to take 
into account the fact that non- 
union conditions are more preva- 
lent on smaller building trades 
jolts. The rulings on commerce, 
although limited to such cases, 
therefore give us substantial assist- 
ance in taking care of the actual 
non-union problem which we face. 

Labor’s Right 

Wc have also argued that our 
picketing does not violate the Tal't- 
Ilartley Act even where commerce 
is affected bemuse t lie j ticketing 
does not constitute a secondary 
boycott prohibited by that act. We 
say that when we picket we are 
merely exercising labor’s right to 
strike which is conceded even by 
the Taft- Hart lev Act. 

The United States Court of Ap- 
pca 1 s f o r the 1 > ist ric t of I *o1 imibia 
has accepted this view ami ruled 
that the picketing of a non-union 
electrical sub-contractor is not a 
secondary boycott prohibited by 
the Taft-JUrtley Act, The Court 
unanimously reversed the NLItB's 
ruling against us on tills point in 
the case of Denver Building ami 
Construction Trades ( f on m il and 
f.B.EAV. Load fid. You may re- 
call that 1 mentioned this case 
to you at the 1048 Convention. It 
involved a non-union contractor 
who was paying 42*4 cents an hour 
less than the union scale. 



Louis Sherman 


The Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals has taken a contrary posi- 
tion in the ease of ULEAY. Local 
501 of Yonkers, Xcw York rs. 
XLRB. The International Office 
has joined with the local union 
tu appealing that ease to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 
The Solicitor General of the 
United States has stated his in- 
tention to appeal the Denver case 
to the Supreme Court, also, and 
wc should have a final ruling on 
the important point of whether 
we can picket to protect union 
wage scales during I Ids term of 
Court, 

Good Leadership 

Another question which 1 would 
like to discuss with you is the mat- 
ter of non -Column (list affidavits. 
You will recall that the Brother- 
hood did not attack the constitu- 
tionality of this Section of the 
Taft-Hartley Act and that we 
were the first International Union 
in the American Federation of 
Labor to sign the affidavits. The 
policy laid down by the President 


of the Brotherhood three years ago 
has proved its wisdom. The local 
unions of the I.B.EAY. and the 
International itself have been in 
a better position because of this 
policy and it is interesting to sec 
that most other unions have fol- 
lowed suit. 

You will also recall that former 
t i cm* nil Counsel Denham took the 
position that although the Interna- 
tional had filed the non-Cum- 
inunist affidavits and the local 
unions had filed such affidavits, 
nevertheless, in his opinion, wc 
were not entitled to secure the 
services of the XLRB because one 
Vice President of the American 
Federation of Labor, at that time, 
refused to sign the affidavits. 

Important Question 

This legal question was of par- 
ticular importance not only to our- 
selves but to the entire labor move- 
ment. For as long as Denham ’s 
ruling was outstanding, the I.B.E.- 
\X. and other parts of organ- 
ized I alio r were deprived of Gov- 
ernmental assistance in the holding 
■of elections for bargaining repre- 
sentatives and in prosecuting un- 
fair labor practice charges against 
employers. The International filed 
a test case on behalf of one of the 
radio locals - LB.E.W. Local Union 
No, 1215 of Washington, D, C. ) 
known as the X art hern Virginia 
Broadcast crs. Inc , case. The Board 
reversed Denham and we thought 
we hud heard the last of this prob- 
lem. 

Recently, however, a case arose 
in the public utility industry 
where the company refused to bar- 
gain with the local unions at the 
time when the AFL Executive 
Council had not filed the affidavits. 
The Board ordered the company to 
bargain with the local unions and 
the company appealed to the 
United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia. The 
International Office intervened on 
behalf of the local unions in the 
court case and, together with the 
NLRB, secured a ruling holding 
that the company must bargain 
with the local unions as long as 
they and the International were in 
compliance. The name of this ease 
is West Texas Utilities Corpora- 
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fitnt tw. ,V fj\ ft uitrf t.H.EAW Lo- 
cal f'nitnts H*JH of Sun Aiu/tlo f Tex- 
as, 920 of J ft if t n e , Texas n » tl 
loll of Quanafi. lUjrtts* The Com- 
pany is appealing the case to the 
I'nited States Supreme Court. 

The quasi ions which 1 have dis- 
cussed so far arise under the Tnft- 
1 1 art ley Art. There are many legal 
restrictions in the state iiutMahor 
laws which arc even more vieinus 
than the restrictions in the Tuft- 
Hartley Act. 

From a leieti I standpoint these 
state laws have become most dan- 
gerous because the Supreme Court 
of the I tilled States in the last 
lew veal’s has been limiting the up* 
plication of the Constitutional pro- 
tection of free speech. In May of 
this year a number of decisions 
were handed down involving the 
Teamsters and Building Service 
Employees * Unions whieh seem to 
no so far as to rule that either llic 
State Legislature or the State 
Courts may define unlawful pur- 
poses of picketing and. thereby, re- 
move the free speech protection of 
picketing. The LB. MW. has tried 
to meet the problems of the state 
autidalMir laws by asserting the 
doctrine of the exclusive power of 
Hie Federal Government whieh 
supersedes the exercise of state 
power. Hi is is a highly technical 
argument but is one of our major 
protections against anti-labor state 
laws under the current decisions of 
i lie Supreme Court, 

In the ease of IjO CnJfttfe Tele- 
phont f'ovporittion find t.ItJi, W. 
Local 959 cs, Wisconsin K hi ploy* 
moot ft rial tons Hoard t which was 
presented by 1 lie International Of- 
fice, the Cubed States Supreme 
Court ruled that where the Fed- 
eral Government lias jurisdiction 
of a field of labor relations, by 
virtue of Federal law, the State 
Government may tint exercise its 
power even though the Federal 
Government may not have acted 
in the particular ease. The court 
decided this point when it in- 
validated a certification of tin in- 
dependent telephone union which 
was seeking to oust the 1.B, MW 
local union from its bargaining 
rights with I his company. 

A recent application of the “ex- 
clusive jurisdiction ,T rule was 


made by Hie United States Su- 
preme Court in Inter national. 
Orion f A W rs, O'ttritn where 
the Michigan anti-strike law was 
invalidated on the ground that the 
State law was in con diet with the 
Taft-1 la ri Icy Act. 

It is no secret that the men who 
wrote the Taft- Hartley Law acted 
like eager (leavers. They threw the 
kitchen sink at organised labor 
and expanded the scope of Federal 
restrictions against IhIkjp into the 
most detailed forms of union acti- 
vity. The very eagerness of the 
antidnlmr Congressmen to get 
labor by Federal legislation may 
result in striking down substantial 
parts of the anti-labor laws of the 
state, with the exception of the 
state anti-closed shop laws which 
are specifically preserved by the 
provisions of the Taft- Hart ley Act 
from such invalidation. 

Public Power Problem 

The LB.EAY. has also run into 
legal problems in the protection of 
the rights of talxir under the 
public power program. We an* 
finding an increasing nttmlicr of 
municipalities who opera 1c utility 
properties saying that they can- 
not sign mi agreement with a 
lalmr tin ion because the Govern- 
ment cannot make collective bar- 
gaining agreements with its em- 
ployes. The International does m*t 
agree w till this position because 
we believe tluil when n municipal- 
ity takes over a light and power 
company, the municipality should 
not be able to deprive the union 
of the rights which it enjoyed 
under private enterprise, 

A ease is now pending in the Su- 
preme Court of Illinois on this 
question, B involves Local I nion 
702 of West Frankfort, Illinois 
and is known as Oofdm vs, ('if if of 
Flora, There the municipality first 
refused to bargain with 1 lie local 
union, a referendum elect ion was 
held and ail ordinance was enacted 
requiring the City of Flora to bar- 
gain collectively. After a contract 
was made, certain taxpayers in the 
city secured an injunction from 
which the present appeal has been 
taken. 

The litigation on I his subject 
shows flint the public power pro- 


gram may have serious consequen- 
ces for the labor movement in 
terms of our power to bargain col- 
lectively and make labor agree- 
ments. 

Further details on the cases 
which 1 have discussed with you 
today and oilier L1LMW. cases 
will be found in the President's 
report. 

I believe the record shows that 
just as the LB. MW. has been in 
Hie forefront of the political battle 
to secure repeal of the Taft- Hart- 
ley Act and other nnti-lalKir legis- 
lation, the r.B.H.W. lias also been 
in the forefront of the court and 
legal battles to find practical ways 
anil means of living under the law 
during Hie period of time required 
to muster our political strength, 

ti is most important, however, 
that false hopes should not be 
raised with respect to the status 
of Jalior under the TafMlartley 
Act. Our opponents say that the 
act cannot Ik* too had since labor 
has not liecn destroyed. This is a 
completely fallacious argument. 
We all know that the economic 
conditions dining the three years 
since Taft- Hartley was enacted 
have been favorable for !al>or amt 
the financial incentive has not 
been sufficient 1» cause a large 
scale use of the act against labor. 
It is also a fact that a period of 
time is required to put any law 
into operation. Oases take time to 
prosecute through the courts but 
we are beginning to see now actual 
decision* which foreshadow the 
ominous future. 

A few days ago a Federal Court 
jury in Cincinnati, Ohio awarded 
damages in the amount of $37,500 
to Hie Hamilton Foundry and Ma- 
chine Company in its suit against 
the International Moulders and 
Foundry Workers of North Amer- 
ica, A. F. of L. Tins award of 
damages against the Union was 
made under the Tafi-lfartley Act. 
on the basis of the company's con- 
tention I tiat it had an oral agree- 
ment with the union's district 
business representative and that 
this oral agreement was violated 
by a strike. You can see what a 
judgment in the amount of $57. 
500 against 1 he average local 
(Continued on paffc $0) 
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By IIkkrv Miller, 
Founder and First President 
of the Brotherhood 

ft / / tint rs( IffH rtf M if ft r t n w r 
founder % at it Id not writ r this story 
since he 'x hern dead flux* many 
years. Hut we like to feel that the 
dominant spirit of the ff a limit men 
who rreatnt our Brotherhood is 
with us i fit, sfnnttthetnnft us and 
u rtf i n y u s o n . 1Y< tiki t o fat f ha t 
t h * tf s o m * h me k n ow th * i r effo r t s 
hare come to fruition. Xn m Henry 
Milter reuM ntd writ* this article, 
hut the staff writer who did is on* 
who knows amt tons the Brother- 
httod r anti feels that this is what 
that (fraud old fostering father 
would write wen it in his fn/wer.) 


N early i\0 years ago, 1 fuel with 
nine hi her men in an ttpjicr 
room over Stoileys Un rice Hall in 
St, Louis. We Itiu t a dream, A 
ilraun of n union for alt men who 
worked in this strange and daugrr- 
oils old phenomena* newt if liar- 
nossed and jail to work, channel tv. 
We dreamed of n time wllCti men 

in cities all over mir country 
would lie men i hers of tile union 
wldeh we foil titled that day. 

Inspiring Sight 

I have just witnessed the Twen- 
ty- Fon rtli (Ion vent ion of the In- 
termit iovui I Brotherhood of Elec- 
t Heal Workers, I tell you it was 
the most inspiring sight in all the 
world Iti me and l felt as I looked 
out over that sen nf earnest fares 
ilia t all the work, alt I he sacrifice, 
all the effort that 1 mid others 
like me, put into 1 he organizing 
of our Brotherhood in those davs t 
are as nothing when we view tin* 
tremendous fruits of our lnlior. 

J looker! out over the thousands 
of faces that October morning 
when tile eon veil lion opened in 
that tremendous auditorium on 
Dinner Key, You know, there was 
not an auditorium that big in the 


whole railed Stales when our 
Brotherhood was organized, Not 
Unit we needed it. I >o von realize 
there were 10 times as many d*t r> 
(fates at that 24th foil veil tion as 
we had in our nWiV* inrmhf eshift 
in 1 SB 1 when we had our begin- 
ning. it was wonder I'u I to set 1 , 1 
can tell you, and realize I hut you 
delegates assembled there repre- 
sented lutinT vdlltou more at Inane, 
members in Seattle and Del roil 
and Los Angeles and Mont real and 
Houston and Memphis and Phila- 
delphia and Queliec and Tampa 
and New Orleans and Honolulu 
and Oshkosh and Timbtietoo and 
Podnrik in cities great and small 
nil over these United States and 
Canada. I *m proud to know you’ve 
grown as we who founded you 
imped you would. We dreamed of 
an International in those early 
years when the organization was 
only National* That dream lias 
long since liven realized. 

No Subversion 

Tt was wonderful lo roe too* to 
watch you rise and hear you sing 
The Star-Spamdrd Banner 1 * and 
14 O Canada/ ’ You hear n lot these 
days about Communists and about 
what they are trying to do to our 
country and other countries. We 
didn't have to worry about Coin- 
rm mists back in IS?) I hut after 
watching you in session, I know 
we have nothing to worry about ns 
far as our Brotherhood is con- 
cerned now, for there was not the 
slightest hint of the subversive in 
iinjk iieiion of your eanventii*n and 
1 real Id not help hut feel that lie re 
were loyal citizens who valued 
their government by democracy ns 
they knew it, and Dial they'd de- 
fend it to the death, 

It was interesting to sit buck 
where you could not sec me and 
watch you in net Ion, l watched 
your leaders of toil ay I observed 
Dan Tracy as he stood as once I 
stood, maintaining order as the 


democratic procedures nf ihe con- 
vention by which our Brotherhood 
will lie governed, moved along. 
And l had a good secure feeling 
1 hut this man who took my place 
was worthy of the trust, and that 
our Brotherhood was safe in liis 
hands. J. T, Kelly, mir first Sec 
rotary would have been proud loo, 
to know I lint a man of the caliber 
and business mm men of J* Scott 
Milne was carrying on in his place. 
He would be amazed and pleased 
to know the proportions to which 
our assets have grown in the ofi 
years since wo borrowed $1110 to 
start our union. 

Worthy Officers 

And I watched yirtir other offi- 
cers too, your Vice Presidents and 
Executive (Anmeil mcndiers. and 
I pay them all the highest tribute 
that is mine to give— they arc 
worth *f to be officers of the great- 
est organization in the world, our 
Brut hcrhoml. 

Yes, Dm proud to pay tribute 
lo these leaders of today and my 
Brothers, 1 ‘m proud in pay iribuh 
to you too. I thought ns I watched 
you in action, these are Electrical 
Workers as 1 knew them more than 
half a century ago— alert, smart, 
aide to think on their feet, trained 
by tire skills of their work to deli 
berate action without fumbling, 
without confusion. As delegate 
after delegate from the ranks 
arose and look that speaking am- 
plifier you call “the mike,** my 
admiration grew. Here were the 
men to whom we had passed cm 
our organization and our dream. 
And ns they calmly, in intelligent, 
cultural manner, and with due 
consideration for Ttobert and Ids 
Buies of Order, said what they had 
to say, i was impressed and in- 
spired. These delegates and the 
thousands more at home like them, 
would never betray the heritage 
that I and 4. T. Kelly and Frank 
McNulty and U] iurlte Ford and 
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-Jim Noonan and the other pio- 
neers of our Brotherhood created 
and entrusted to every man who 
has ever joined the I.B.E.W, 
ranks in the long years between. 

Then something else made me 
proud and happy. It was the spirit 
of harmony which reigned at this 
meeting. To begin with, the meet- 
ings were serious and the dele- 
gates took them seriously. They 
attended all convention sessions 
and they came on time. They 
worked earnestly till adjournment 
time. Ami I know from the in- 
telligent, e o n i p re] i en sive re f )0 r t n 
presented by the committees that, 
tl ie commit tee members fully real- 
ised their responsibilities to the 
local unions they represented and 
Imtl put serious time and effort 
into the work assigned to them. 

1 remember other years and other 
conventions. 1 remember the years 
of what you now call the Reed- 
Murphy split. T worried a lot 
a trout the Brotherhood in those 
years, for if seemed the organiza- 
tion which I and those other early 
members fathered, having been 
rent asunder, would be destroyed. 
But no, those able leaders of an- 
other day field steadfast and 
pulled the organization through. 
And ihr members, those on the 
losing side as well as those on the 
winning team, when shown the 
right way, healed the breach and 
went ahead lo bring about the 
growth and the progress and the 
attendant advantages which Elec- 
trical Workers share today. 

Harmonious Group 

Now as l wot died you in action 
al tills Twenty- Fourth Convention, 
any fears I ever had for the dissen- 
sion which once rent our Brother- 
hood faded into nothingness, for 
this was truly a harmonious group, 
thinking alike, acting alike for the 
good of all. 4i Together” is one of 
the most wonderful words in the 
English language. Brothel's, for it 
is only by working together that 
any real gains come. r 4 Together' 1 
was the essence and spirit of this 
convention and it was a heart- 
warming situation to me, knowing 
as ] do and as you do how much 
bitterness and dissatisfaction and 
friction there is in this world. 


Another thing that made me glad 
was the fact that you have gone 
ahead and made adjustments lo 
our Brotherhood through the 
years to keep up with changing 
times. Volt have never stood still 
or let your organization stagnate. 
It was a happy day when you be- 
gan to organize workers in the 
n la tiu factoring fields for example. 
When we founded the Brotherhood 
we couhln t know how far and 
wide our industry was to spread. 
I f someone had told us about radio 
and television Imck in 1891 and 
about all the miraculous inventions 
and improvements electrical prow- 
ess would bring forth, T doubt if 
any of us would have believed it. 
But what we did know and feel 
those many years ago. was that 
our Brotherhood was founded for 
all who had any part in electrical 
work and progress. We are glad 
subsequent leaders had the intel- 
Bgenee and foresight to organize 
nil electrical workers in all fields. 

Early Benefits 

There's something else too. Tn 
the early days, when it was a dan- 
gerous business to be an electri- 
cian, we tried to set up burial ben- 
efits to help our Brothers who by 
reason of their occupation couhln A 
get insurance. We believed that 
Brotherhood and benefits should 
go hand and hand and even with 
our limited resources, we planer d 
that way. Yon have carried -m t hat 
idea and developed and strength- 
ened if You have a working, 
si able death benefit and pension 
plan. That's a wonderful accom- 
plishment Brothers, as good as 
anything we ever dreamed of for 
you. 

I'm proud too that you're look- 
ing to the future and training new 
apprentices, ft was an inspiring 
sight to see that young Pox Iroy 
sworn in. in the presence of his 
dad and grandfather on your con- 
vention stage the first day. Three 
generations in the T.B.E.W, is a 
record to be proud of. I was 
pleased to know you hadn’t for- 
gotten the old timers either. It 
was good to see a number of old 
friends, 50 -year members, as hon- 
ored guests at your convention. 
The oldsters did much to give your 


Brotherhood a firm foundation in 
the early days and you seem ever 
to lie mindful of that fact and the 
respect and obligation that is due 
them. 

There are many more tilings i 
could say to you but space is 
short. I want you to know, how- 
ever, that 1 am proud of what you 
have done with the organization 
which we created for you. T my 
to you if you will carry on in the 
spirit and with the faith mani- 
fested in your 24th Convention, 1 
don't think there Is any limit as 
to how far you can go or how much 
you can accomplish. 

I leave you now with the final 
thought — the Brotherhood is safe 
in your hands, of that 1 have no 
fears. 

New Value of 
Electric Units 

In the August issue of the Elec- 
trical Workers dorRXAL, a story 
gave the new values of electrical 
and photometric units, as adopted 
by the United States Congress. 

The changes in magnitude of the 
units are small, in no ease larger 
than 1/20 of one per cent, but the 
new law puts the values on a clear 
basis which assures the closest prac- 
ticable agreement between elect ri 
cal and mechanical units. 

The law previously in effect, en- 
acted 5b years ago, included double 
definitions of the ohm, ampere, 
volt, watt and other units. There 
were no central standards labora- 
tories at that time, and to enable 
any competent laboratory to set up 
valid electrical standards the 
United States law. as well as inter- 
mit ional agreements, prescribed 
certain devices to produce three 
basic units. The ampere was tie- 
fined by the rate of deposition of 
silver in a voltameter or coulome- 
ter, the ohm as the resistance of 
a specified column of mercury, and 
the volt as a specified fraction of 
the electromotive force of a certain 
type of standard cell. 

It was later found that these con- 
ventional standards did not pro- 
duce exactly the intended values 
of the units. 
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Atomic Energy 
Not Convertible 

A report that Chicago .scientists 
lunl dis^overei] ''the first practical 
method for the direct conversion of 
alnmie energy info useful elect ri- 
eity M has been denied by the 
Atomic Energy Tom mission. 

The device, know as a ‘Mioron- 
eoat oil thermopile/' or ns n “neu- 
tron 1 1mrmometef / ' never has been 
and never tan lie uml, either for 
the direct or indirect conversion of 
atomic energy into electricity in 
quantities useful for power, the 
A. Ed 1 , said. The only use for the 
device has been to measure the flux 
of neutrons hi some of the experi- 
mental reactors (atomic piles), and 
even this strictly limited use lias 
been discontinued since EM E 

The neutron thermometer meas- 
ures the flux of neutrons by trans- 
lating small variations in tempera- 
ture into minute currents of 
electricity! taking advantage of the 
principle of the thermocouple first 
observed m 1^21. The amounts of 
electricity thus generated are less 
than enough to light an ordinary 
flashlight bulb. 

A spokesman for the Atomic 
Energy Commission summarized : 
“There is no practical method 
known at present to convert atomic 
energy directly into useful electri- 
city For power pur poses. That is 
still one of the dreams for the fu- 
ture. For t lie present the only pos- 
sibility lor the utilization of atomic 
energy for power seems to lie in 
developing u method for operating 
an atomic furnace at a high tem- 
perature and using the vast quanti- 
ties of Kent generated to drive a 
turbine/’ 


Notice 

The Report of Our Interna- 
tiona! Treasurer William A. 
Bcjgan T has not been reprinted 
for you here, since our com- 
plete audit previously appeared 
in the September issue of the 
Journal. 


Telephone Local Cites Gains 
Made Since Joining I.B.E.W. 

The Editor 

The Elect deal Workers Journal 
1200 15th St., N.W. 

Washington, lb C. 

Dear Sir: 

We work for the Western Elect ric Manufacturing Company in 
Kearny, New Jersey. 

We have been affiliated with the Brotherhood since November, 
IJ48 and have never communicated with the other locals through the 
medium of the Journal. We feel, however, that all the other members 
of the IBEW should know how we feci about the International. There- 
fore, we write this letter for publics ion. 

Before we became affiliated with the IBEW we were members of 
the National Federation of Telephone Workers (nmv C.W.A.-C.I.O.), 
Naturally we were proud to he part of a so-called telephone workers 
union. However, as time went on we began Lo realize that we had 
been sold a bill of goods and that the N.F.T.W. was a union in name 
only, designed to perpetuate certain individuals in lush jobs. 

During our entire affiliation with N.F.T.W. we experienced chaos, 
confusion and frustration* We participated in two strikes called to 
improve the working conditions of the telephone workers but found 
out when the "chips were down” we were deserted by the leaders when 
we needed them most. For example, in April 11147 we were told that 
all telephone workers would strike simultaneously and none would 
go hack until ft It were satisfied. However, after 42 days on the picket 
lines we were told to go back and work out the best deal we could 
for ourselves. Gone was the promise, "all for one and one for all.” 

Compare these happenings with what we experienced since becom- 
ing affiliated with IBEW. 

Since our affiliation vve have successfully negotiated two wage 
increases for our members without any threat of strike. Our latest 
increases range from !> to 17 cents per hour. All this could not have 
been accomplished without the assistance of the International which 
supplied us with experienced negotiators, complete and factual statis- 
tical data — and most of all the prestige of the IBEW. 

During the last convention of the IBEW we were able to send 
Hi delegates to represent our local union. Some of those delegates had 
attended conventions held by the N.F.T.W, and it was interesting to 
nolo their comments about the difference between the two conventions. 
Thev had fully expected to go through the same experiences they 
had with N.F.T.W. 

Where they had previously experienced chaos, confusion and hit- 
ter ness they now found good constructive debate and orderly demo- 
crat ir procedure. 

Particularly impressive to our delegates was the "Report of the 
Law Committee.” We felt that the time that must have been put into 
this report was well worth the effort as it undoubtedly saved many 
Honrs of needless debate. Another interesting factor about the IBEW 
Convention that impressed our delegates was the fact that despite 
all the complex unknown factors that usually crop up in such a 
gathering, such as mixed-up reservations, transportation problems, 
etc,, everything was run off without any confusion whatsoever. 

We feel that the manner in which the convention was conducted 
is a tribute to the efficiency of the officers of the IBEW, 

In conclusion, may we say that through demonstrated results the 
IBEW has proven to us that we made a wise choice in our selection 
of an International and are proud and happy to be a part of such 
a great organization and will do our utmost to help make it bigger 
and better. 

Fraternally yours, 

Michael F. Sharp, President 
Local Union 1470 
Kearny, New Jersey 
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About Christinas anti Peace 

A liOlTT TWO thotnmnd years ago* the greatest 
*"*' ni i rutrli? this sad old world has ever known took 
plnee iit on humble little town culled Bethlehem. The 
story of rhnstmus is the lieat known in all history - 
how the King of heaven, so loved ttuill t bn t lie ea on- 
to earth, was horn of woman in a poor stable and 
was bud to rest in a lowly manger, And angels 
heralded 1 1 is birth and proclaimed Mis message to 
all, ‘'Peace on Earth, flood Will In Men/* And the 
tirst to hear this message of hope were working men, 
shepherds, who left their flocks to go and adore the 
little Infant Who was also the Mighty Savior of the 
World, 

Anti through all the centuries si nee, through all 
the wickedness and I lie bitterness and t lie strife, 
through I lie mtenu-ebie slaughters that are wars, a l 
this season of the year, men of Christian cm in tries, 
for this one day. call a liatt to Hindi of the selfishness 
and the vtrionstte&s that have enine to he a pari of 
daily living, and for a few hours at least, bear good 
will toward other men— they seek and find pence — 
at least in their own souls. That's the miracle of 
I 'hrisimits. Would to End it could last more than a 
few hours. 

We eaii make this rhristinas spirit more than an 
ephemeral thing in our own lives if we wish. If we 
will say to ourselves that there is something more 
important in life than living in fulfill our own selfish 
desires and pleasures ami ilia l something is our 
participation in the Brotherhood of Man under the 
Fatherhood of Ood- and so living and acting toward 
our fe llowmetu we will know the greatest com fort 
and pence tu our own Iha-s that we have ever known. 
iViicc ami good will must come individually Into the 
lives of men before they can come collectively and 
be manifested in the outlawing id war and t 3 h crea- 
tion ol peace among mi linns. 

What about peace in the world.’ In a world where 
there seems there never ran be peace and where once 
again wc are involved in a struggle which at any mo- 
ment threatens to Ikh-otih* World War III, cun we 
have hope of peace! 

Perhaps peace is not so far away as it seems. We 
made ii definite step toward creating permanent pence 
in the world five years ago when the Charter of the 
I idled Nations wen l into force. For centuries before, 
the dream of an association of nations that would be 


strong cm mgh to keep the peace, had bad a hopeful 
place in the hearts of men. Mill of the agony of the 
world's most terrible war. out of the sacrifice oF 
millions who fought and died in that war. came a 
hope of justice and peace, just such hope as had bet a 
born in the hearts of men who fought in other wars 
since the dawn of history. But i his time the story 
was u little different, for out of the pain and the 
fear and the blood and the death, eatne a crystalliza- 
tion of all men had fought through the centuries for, 
and the United Nations was born. 

And so at this riiiistnms time, we call upon our 
people to renew their faith ami their hope in that 
mystic aura that stems from the Christmas season. 
We hope in the year ahead we can all live so as to 
create peace and good will within on r selves, some- 
thing that fiiu mot be locked within us but will spread 
to others. 

And we hope the people of our nation and of tin- 
world will not lose fa i ill and courage but will lake 
hope in l lie first international promise of peace in uur 
time for alt time, embodied in the railed Nations, 
By finding peace within ourselves and by supporting 
the best hope of pence in the world in the 1'. N. we 
shall truly capture something of the beauty that the 
shepherd* who personified the working man at the 
crib of Christ found those ninny centimes ago when 
they came to adore the Babe of Bethlehem and heard 
the song which has become the dream of men through 
all the years between — “Peace on Earth — Cood Will 
to Men!" 


About Our Convention 

DUmTIIHRS, about three 1 weeks ago, I experienced 
^ * I he most thrilling and inspiring moment of my 
life. It was on Monday, October 16, when 1 stood on 
the stage of Dinner Key Auditorium and looked out 
over the sea of delegates assembled there — assembled 
from the length and breadth of this continent, from 
locals big and small, representing nearly half a mil- 
lion members in what to me, and 1 m sure to you 
too. is the greatest labor union in the world. I toll 
you it was a moment to remember and one 1 shall 
carry with me as long as 1 live. I only wish it could 
he shared with every one of you as it was shared with 
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your delegates to the eon veil lion, Ami I In- feeling nt 
inspiration was mingled with pride, pride localise 
of many things, but chiefly Inteansc from the tirxt 
minutes of the convention, when I he delegates rose 
and sang I lie National Aril hems of the I ' m 1 1 oil Stales 
mid i anudn, to the end when they lifted their voices 
in *Miod Blass America/' there was not the slightest 
tinge of anything Imnleriiift on communism. All 
ih rough the meetings, one had the distinct feeling 
that tie re was n group of earnest, patriotic Americans 
and t ‘an ad inns loyal to the core. 

And the second feeling of pride stemmed from the 
harmony that reigned throughout our meet. In these 
days of struggle, international and domestic, when 
news headlines, regarding conventions of other or- 
ganizations, many unions included, parade stories of 
eoulliet and bitterness and disunity and fact ion, it 
was a wonderful feeling to be at our Convention and 
feel I hni here is a group of men who have built an 
organization to last. They have founded it on a 
strong constitution. They have created it 1 o operate 
on a sound basis. They have worked together to send 
it forward, lo win new members and new gains and 
prosper as its founders never dreamed it could. They 
do not fight among themselves because they all want 
the same tilings- n strong union with bcuelits for all, 
Thai's the way our convention appeared In me and 
I feel sure lo nearly every delegate in Attendance. 
.Many have written Us to I hat effect. 

There have been a few criticisms. We welcome 
1 hem because criticism is healthy for every organiza- 
tion, The criticism stemmed from I tie thought that 
things went too smoothly /it the convention, there 
wasn't enough opposition* That criticism, while wc 
welcome it, and hope to learn something from it, 
doesn't seem quite fair. Everyone who desired to 
speak at the convention had his chance unless debate 
was slopped by action of the delegates, which was 
their democratic prerogative, arid over which a chair- 
man has no control. And as our delegates can tell 
you, there was much constructive argument on the 
few issues which might Ik* considered controversial. 
All had a chance to present the ease for and against 
and then the convent ion voted. The delegates were 
free to vote as they pleased Tltev did. l! I' heir action 
favored Ihe reports of the committees, they must 
have wanted it that way. The committee members 
came from locals all over the country. 1 hey spent 
in any serious Hours preparing their reports. They 
recommended the action they thought was heal. I hey, 
like all our convention delegates, like all our mem- 
bers. have the good of our whole Brotherhood at 
heart, first and foremost. It dors not seem odd to us 
then, that their views and the wishes of the delegates 
coincided. 

No Brothers, we cannot hut feel proud and happy 
that in a time of turmoil and strife, relationships in 
our Brotherhood are harmonious and we had a har- 
monious convention* 

We hope all our members feel that way too and 
that with a spirit of true brother 3 mod and cooperation 
one with another, wo will go forward in the next l wo 


years to greater arid greater heights. We hope our 
c* mvenl ion motto will liecotne engraved in the minds 
and hearts of every member of the I.B.K.W, until 
no one can know how far wc can go and how much wc 
can accomplish. 

“One l T nion t One Brotherhood We (Jo Forward 
Together!' ? 


About the Election 

N OVEMBER S was certainly a day of mingled 
feeling for the citizens of these l Tilled States— 
and not only for Americans hut for citizens of coun* 
tries all over the world. The votes were in mid 
counted. It was a time for tallying, taking inventory, 
seeing where we stood. The Democrats retained num- 
erical control of both houses of Congress by a small 
margin. However, what this actually spells on the 
political and legislative scene is anything but bright. 

Tin alii ion of reactionary Republican* and Dixie- 

erats was strengthened by ihe elect ion results and it 
is extremely unlikely the! the legislative advances in 
the field of Hflrkl justice, so desired Tty organized 
labor, will fte brought olxiut by the N2ud Congress. 

There were some who were very happy over the 
election the people who won and some others- — 
Russia, the National Association of Mann tact nrers. 
t he I S. Chamber of Commerce, the A men earn Medi- 
cal A summit ion- because they stand lo tieiicRI must 
by the election returns, Russia must lie happy be- 
cause a strengthened (HflMTixiecrnt coalition means 
a big set-back to the fight against communism. Isola- 
tionists, blind to many things — tile value of the Mar- 
shall plan* that we are living in an atomic ago, that 
I trace cannot come alsmt from no stronger action than 
burying heads in sand like so many ostriches these 
arc tin* people in the driver's scat again. The NAM. 
i*. of C. and A.MA and others like 1 hem arc glad, 
for they see the way clear now for big business to 
get bigger, for a soak- the- poor tax program instead of 
all excess profits tax ami for set-backs to legislation 
that would help the working man possibly to their 
detriment* 

There are many to whom the election struck n tell- 
ing blow, Free nations like France ami England are 
fearful of this triumph of the isolationists. Russia’s 
jaws yawn ever wider ami they need help to avoid 
thorn. 

The working people are hurt by tills election. They 
have all been terribly hurl though stone of them 
do not realize it yet— ami 1 refer to those who weren't 
enough concerned to vote and those few who voted 
against labor's interests. Orta inly these were a 
small minority, who acted as they did fur reason of 
fear of war* or because they had the wool pulled over 
their eyes by the nations newspapers, which did a 
damnable job of betraying the American people by 
refusing to print news impartially. In their editorial 
columns, newspa pors have a right to be as prejudiced 
as they like, but they still have the duty in the rest 
of the paper hi tell the news fair and square. 
(('(tulhnu fi on page 91) 
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This is Christinas 


O NCE again it is the holiday 
season we love, the joyous 
Christmas time and we have some 
decorating ideas and some gift sug- 
gest ions for you and some recipes 
for Christmas goodies, without which 
no Christmas celebration would be 
complete. 

But let's stop for a moment and 
analyze just what makes up this 
Christmas we love and how we can 
make this Christmas the happiest and 
best ever. 

Christmas is Holy 

First of nil, Christmas is the Birth- 
day of the Little Infant Who left His 
home in heaven to be bom In a humble 
stable In Bethlehem and thus to open 
the gates of Paradise to all men. 
So Christmas is a holy day and one 
that should retain the holy spirit of 
Christmas. There is no better way 
to capture and retain this spiritual 
quality than by reading the old, old 
story once again and re* telling it to 
our children. 

Christinas is Kindness 

Then what comes next in that series 
of things which make up Christmas? 
It's what is commonly known as the 
Christmas spirit and it too stems from 
the beauty of the first Christmas 
when the angels sung of “Peace on 
Earth, Good Will to Men/' Ever since, 
at Christmas time, nmn has Bought 
and found peace and good will at this 
season of the yean We feel especial- 
ly kindly toward those we love and 
want to buy them gifts and do things 
for them. We feel kindly toward 
others too, the lonely and the poor 
and we are filled with the desire to 
make others happy at this truly happy 
season. 

That Christmas spirit 
is wonderful ami we 
should let it have full 
sway and encourage it in 
our children. But we 
should do something else 
this year too. We should 
try to cling to it as long 
as we can. The Christ- 
mas spirit of kindliness 
and good will is such a 
wonderful, wonderf u I 
thing that we should try 
to make it last and 


spread it out through the year. People 
are poor and lonely all year* not just 
at Christmas. People need friends mid 
kindness every day at the year. Why 
not resolve this year that our own 
personal Christ mas spirit is not some- 
thing we are going to throw out with 
the withered Christmas wreaths and 
the holly a day or so after Christ- 



mas, hut we are going to keep it and 
try to practice it through the year. 
It will pay dividends, lady — in satis- 
faction and pence of soul. Celebrate 
Christmas in the true spirit this year 
and you'll truly gay, ‘This was the 
nicest Christmas we ever had." Be- 
tnin that spirit and practice it 
through the year and you'll say next 
Christmas, “This was the best year 
we ever had,” 

Christmas is far Children 

Now then, there are other things 
that make Christmas. Santa Claus 
and gifts and decorations and goodies. 

Santa Claus and children are syn- 
onymous. Christmas is for children 
more than for anyone else. Make their 
Christmas a happy one they will re- 
member, Giving them a happy Christ- 
mas doesn't mean just fixing a pretty 
tree for them and buying them some 
gifts they'd like — that’s part of it, 
of course, but another very important 
part is letting them share in every- 
thing — making them an integral part 
of your preparation a. Of course it 
takes more time, of course they get 
in your way* hut Christmas is their 


day inure than anyone else’a — let them 
enjoy every moment to the fullest. 
Let them help you decorate and shop 
and wrap packages and make some 
of the Christmas goodies. These are 
the wonderful things they'll remember 
in years to come. Give them all the 
wholesome happiness you can now. 
We never know what the years may 
bring so lot's do our part now to 
give our children a happy childhood* 
remembering that Christmas is just 
about the most important part of 
childhood. 

Christmas is a marvelous conglom- 
eration of many things. Let’s take 
advantage of them all to make this 
one the very best ever. 

Now that we've philosophized for 
several paragraphs, how about a few 
little ideas which may bo helpful to 
you. 

The Christmas Table 

First, for your Christmas table 
decoration. Cut out a large star from 
gold construction paper. In the center 
place a thick white candle, tit will 
stand readily if you place it on a few 
drops of melted wax.) Around the 
candle arrange some little sprigs of 
holly. Then directly in front make a 
little drib scene. The small figures 
of madonna and manger, shepherds, 
animals, etc., may be purchased very 
reasonably in the ten-cent store. From 
the points of the star, run red and 
green ribbons to each place at the 
table and have them end in a smaller 
star cut also from gold construction 
paper. Place a small candle in the 
center of each of these stars. At 
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dinner time when the targe candle 
and each family member and quest's 
individual candle in lighted, it makes 
a pretty and unusual table setting. 
You may paste small gold star seals 
all over your table doth if you like. 
They will add an additional festive 
touch and will come off easily when 
the doth is washed. 

There's an old Christmas gift cus- 
tom which I think is a very nice one 
and that's the sending of Christmas 
goodies to friends mid neighbors on 
Christmas Eve. Some call this send- 
ing a house gifl and include the pastor 
of the church, the children's school 
teacher, perhaps even the corner 
grocer, etc. 

Small fruit cakes, boxes of cookies 
and candy are nice. Special ginger- 
bread men or popcorn balls for chil- 
dren in a family are especially nice 
to include. 

One friend of mine makes special 
holiday cakes in fancy molds which 
are the delight of all the neighbors 
to whom she gives them. Last year 
she used a Christmas tree shaped pan, 
iced the cake with grern frosting and 
decorated it with hits of gum drops, 
cherries, nuts, etc., to simulate orna- 
ments. This year she has purchased a 
lamb mold, will make the cakes in 
them, ice with white frosting and 
sprinkle with coconn Lit and tie a red 
ribbon and spray of holly at the neck. 

Window Tree 

Time is growing short hut before 
we conclude, we want to mention a 
special activity for the children. As 
we said they love to help and be a 
part of all the Christmas prepara- 
tions. This year let them make a 
decoration to be placed in one of your 
windows. Help them tip outline and 
cut out from a tug piece of black con- 
struction paper or a big desk blotter, 
a Christmas tree. Outline on the tree, 
circles in various sizes and show them 
how to cut these out also. Over the 
holes made in tin* tr ee, paste pieces of 
cellophane in different colors. Then 
the tree is inserted in the window and 
fastened with Scotch tape. At night 
the light will shine through to the 
street and the silhouetted tree with 
its “colored balls” is very effective, 
and the children who made it will be 
delighted that they had such an ini- 
pn riant part in creating the master- 
piece. 

There are many things more we'd 
like to add here about Christmas and 
your preparations but space is all 
used up. There are some recipes 
for Christmas goodies in the box on 
this page which you may like to try 
and on another page of the Jwinw! 
is a Christmas story for children 
which we hope that they 11 enjoy. 

We close now wishing you and yours 
a happy, happy Christmas filled with 
enough true Christmas spirit to last 
alt year through. May the Christ 
Child bless you and make all your 
Christmas dreams come true. 


Christmas 
Goodies 

HRISTMAS wouldn't he Christmas without all the delicious sweet 
a things that go with it. Here are some suggested recipes, perhaps 
you'll want to try for home and why not make an extra batch of each — 
they would make “sweet” gifts for your friends and neighbors. 




Cream 

i cup butter or butter substitute 
and add 

*s cup sugar gradually, 


CHRISTMAS COOKIES 

l seaspoon baking powder, 

U teaspoon salt and 
14 teaspoon nutmeg if desired. 
Add 

1 tablespoon milk and 
cup flour, and 


1 egg well beaten, 

* i cup flour sifted with 

Flavoring. Put in ice box or in a cool place until thoroughly chilled, 
when mixture should be quite stiff. Take out a small portion on a 
I loured board, roll until as thin as paper and cut in Christmas shapes, 
trees, stars etc. Place on greased tin and bake 8 minutes iti a mod- 
erate oven. 


Tins mixture can be called a “foundation recipe” and from it can be 
made a great variety of cookies. Many different kinds can he made by 
using the following directions: 


1. Sprinkle mixture generously with cocoanut when partially rolled 
out, finish rolling, 

2. Sprinkle mixture with cinnamon and sugar before cutting out. 

3. To H the mixture add H cup chopped nut meats, roll thin, 
shape, sprinkle with chopped nuts and hake. 

4. Put a few currants in the center of each cookie before baking, 
o. To U mixture add 14 square melted chocolate before chilling, 
fi. Frost cookies and decorate with leaves and stems of green citron, 

and candied cherries. 

7. Cut cookie mixture in circles. On one-half the pieces put a 
teaspoon of filling, cover with another cookie, and press together, then 
bake. 

Here's an old holiday favorite everyone loves: 


STUFFED DATES 

Wash and stone as many dates as are needed and stulf with any 
(if the following: 


English walnut meats, broken in 
pieces, 

Pecan nut meats, broken in pieces. 
Salted peanuts, chopped. 

Peanut butter. 

After stuffing, roll the dales in 
Here's an easy, can't- fail reel pi 


Candied ginger, cut fine, 
Fondant, 

Candied pineapple, cut fine. 
Roasted almonds, 

Brazil nuts, brown skin removed, 
granulated or powdered sugar, 
for creamy fudge: 


UNCOOKED FUDGE 


Melt 

7 ounces sweet chocolate over hot 
water, add 

l tablespoon butter, 

1 cup confectioners' sugar, yolks 
of 

2 eggs beaten until thick and lem- 
on Colored, whites of eggs beaten 
stiff. 


l cup English walnut meats cut 
in pieces, and 

1 4s teaspoons vanilla. Spread in 
buttered pan, and when firm cut 
in aqua res. This fudge is al- 
ways soft and creamy. 


This last recipe will he most popular with the small fry. 




POPCORN SNOW MEN 

Ai cup granulated sugar 3 quarts of popcorn 

1 pint of dear corn syrup 

Boil to the brittle stage the granulated sugar and corn syrup. Pour 
the syrup over the popcorn, mix well and shape. Use small balls for 
heads and larger ones for bodies* Make eyes, nose and mouth by press- 
ing in currants or pieces of raisins* 

The addition of a little hot syrup will paste the head firmly to the 
fat, chubby Imdy. 
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Q . Is t h ( t n r n nl flo w or p o fti r- 
ihj in a thermocouple circuit gov- 
erned hy the type of conductor? 
I've nl ways under&ton d current 
trawl a (hrmtf/h the faith of least 
n sixtance. Is tin* flu proper rea- 
soning f ut tlu abort' tpu si ion? 

W. *h Dk Kuril*. Jr. 
hand Union M9 

A. A t hermneouple (lint is used 
in measure heat makes use of the? 
principle that a difference in 
thermal potential or electromotive 
force {Kill' 1 ) exists at cinsli june- 
l inn of two unlike piece?* of ma- 
terial. However the current flow 
wilt lie greater through the path of 
least resist a nee under the action 
of a continuous EM l'\ ami so cop- 
per will naturally conduct more 
current limn iron with the same 
potent ini applied in hot h. 

The energy that causes the J33IF 
in a thermocouple is the heat. The 
two dissimilar materials arc join* 
cd together at the end which is ex* 
posed to the temperature io tie 
measured and the other free ends 
are connected to un instrument for 
measuring the KM V in degrees of 
1 cm pern t urc. Tables in a hand 
hook will show the relation bc- 
Iwceti tile KMP and degrees for 
v 1 1 rions types of metal. 

Q 9 Just o word of appreciation 
to the <f nations and answers of the 
Electrical Workers' Journal, These 
piffles am (hi outstanding ones of 
the Journal, 

In the August issue Hu re was an 
article on local hit} ground faults 


with a clip on amntettr. I ran an* 
fit rs to ml ho w t It is would a 0 rh \ f 
oil phases wert butane* d. But 
what if tin tf weren't? If two 
phases wen high with load and the 
other plat Si low and tin ff round 
would apputr on the foil* phast and 
equal the othtr two, would that 
still show on the ammeter? Looks 
like that would cancel the rcadinfl 
hack to zero if alt three were equal 
i n f ro nf of th < a * n m e 1 1 r. I *h as i 
fx plain how this would work* 

Mklvix Tiioktun, 
Local I n ion ioT 

A Tile clamp-on ammeter, when 
placed a round all three legs of the 
1 1 1 rce-plm.sc. 1 1 1 rue* w i re system, 

would still read the current flow 
to ground even though the ground- 
ed phase had only a part ini gn 

which was not sufficient to short* 
circuit and blow a fuse and which 
ground might cause a balance in 
all three phase legs when measured 
separately. The reason this ground 
current indicates on the ammeter 
is because the ammeter adds the 
three currents in each leg vector- 
ily and the current to ground 1ms 
a different phase relation than the 
phase to phase relation of ihe tin* 
grounded conductors, However, a 
certain component of this ground- 
ed current might cancel itself out 
in relation to phase it is grounding 
yet another component will show 
on the ammeter. 

However, in an unbalanced 
grounded neutral system the par- 
tial grounded phase, if it is of 


sufficient quantity to balance the 
other two phase legs, would indeed 
show a zero reading if the am- 
meter is clamped around all three 
of the conductors, since the ground- 
ed phase would he in the same 
phase relation as the neutral U* 
the ground. Therefore, if the 
ground is suspected one should 
measure all the conductors togeth- 
er at various intervals toward the 
load to find where the zero balance 
is passed and a reading occurs an 
the ammeter. 

The dune issue showed bow the 
neutral current was computed in 
an unbalanced system. 

(f. In the Map 1950 issue of the 
Electrical Workers' Journal, then 
apptared an article an pat/e ,Yf 
about a machine tool control trans- 
former . 

/ will greatly appreciate it if you 
a- ilf advise me as to the name of 
the manufacturer of these trans- 
fanners. 

E. M. EOBtXBON, 

San Francisco, VaL 

A. Tile machine tool control 
transformers are manufactured liv 
t icnend Electric Company. The 
1X075 kva for 220 440 primary to 
110 volts secondary at 60 cycle* is 
Catalogue So. MG 500 and lists for 
$23.00. The 0.5 kva has a Cain 
login* No. 79G504 and lists for 
$45.00. The 50 cycle series for 
2 UK 220 / 3S0 440 410 440 

550 volts primary to 110/95 volts 
secondary and from 0,15 to 3 kva 
lists for $49.00 to $135.00. While 
tlic 25 cycle series for 220 140 550 
volts primary to 110 volts second- 
ary lists for $45.00 to $76.00 and 
are available from 0.15 to .5 kva. 
All transformers have prefix num- 
bers of S4G or 79G, 

Westing house Elect ric M fg. 

Co, 5* Catalogue in Section 44*425 
lists various types of machine tool 
coni rol t vans formers, 

if. When installing a collar in a 
hah mt in a beam should it he 
Iff Wed on hath sides! 

Is a steel hammer recommended 
to shape marine cable properly? 

Bexjauin l\ SPHNOSa, 
Local Union 1152 

A. A hole cut in the center of a 
steel beam which is not too large in 
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diameter need not lie welded iF 
one so desires. However the brum 
would be si rengt lulled if the sleeve 
was welded and still more so if the 
weld is made on both sides of the 
beam. 

A steel hammer is not recom- 
mended For shaping any lead cover 
cable including marine except for 
the armored .jacket, ruble splicers 
use a hard wooden handle general- 
ly for shaping sleeves for splices. 


START 


STOP 


L2 L3 C3 




<h 


LAMP 

RESISTOR OflWS? 
Regarding above 


diagra m t 

ran you gin me the circuit of lamp 
and resistor, and triad to holding 
i ' o H f What is t It e / 1 u rposx of n 
sistor } ami haw is it possible to us< 
a 120 volt pilot light an a 220 roll 
power circuit ? 

Vrro Spku a t 

Chicago, III. 


12 



Diagram given in answer to quest ion from Vito Spera, 


A. Below is shown n typical wir- 
ing diagram for connecting a 
4 st a rt -stop-pilot * r push button 

station to a starter having 220 
volt, 3 pha.se source of power, The 
resistors in the pilot circuit arc 
used lo cut down the voltage to the 
pilot light by means of the lit 
( e umn t resist tm ec ) d rop, T be 
common voltage of the pilot is 55 
volts mid uses .045 amperes. For a 
250 volt power source there ore 
generally two resistors in series 
For a total of 2fi00 ohms. For a 125 
volt power source one resistor of 
1200 olnns is used, since the lamp 
is approximately 2,5 waits, 

Q. f would like to know what the 
voltage would hr or rather is sup - 
posed fa be on an ungrounded 
closed Delta, testing from each 
phase fa ground. 

At the plant where / am working 
we make rot tag* cheeks an a branch 
circuit;- the voltage is ISO ? which 
is what mg voltage fester shows 
across phase and from each phase 
to ground l get about 220 volts. 

However on an- 
other branch cir- 
cuit vominff from 
an entirely sep- 
a rate bank of 
t runs formers my 
roltafff across 
phases is ode* but 
from each phase 
to ground is zero * 
Hath of the trans- 
former hanks 
feed from (he 
same substation 
at 2200 volts and 
are distributed 
out at 11 — volts. 
/ would appreci- 
ate hearing from 
you about this 
(rouble. 

When installing 
ball bearings in 
a large or small 
motor t is it cor- 
rect for the outer 
race of the bear- 
ing to rotate 
around at a very 
slow speed in the 
h o using f 
! r e a t iz e it 
would be impossi- 
ble for it to ro- 


tate very fast in cause it naturally 
would produce too much friction. 

/ was informed by a motor repair- 
man that it should be allowed to 
creep around at a very slow speed. 

H* M. McCarthy, 
Beaumont f Texas 

A. If none of the phases are 
grounded the voltage to ground 
From each phase will be aero be- 
cause there is no coil hi the conduc- 
tor to build up the voltage. 

For the branch circuit that test- 
ed 440 volts across each phase and 
220 volts From each phase to 
ground, the wen it under test must 
have been connected ‘‘Star* 1 <>r 
11 V A In this case 220 volts will 
hr obtained to ground. Likewise 
if each trams burner has a center 
tup 220 volts will be obtained to 
ground. 

The other branch circuit lliat 
tested zero from each phase to 
ground was as it should lie and 
indicated a ” Delta” connection 
and ungrounded. 

When installing ball bearings 
the miter race should be installed 
between 0 and ,001 loose but not 
too loose or excessive wear will re- 
sult between the metal to met id 
contact. The hull bearings should 
he ” lloating ” so that they should 
slowly creep, not rotate, in the 
outer race and thereby spread its 
duty wear in all zones. The slight 
degree of looseness is inquired also 
for allowance of expansion and 
contraction since the motor oper- 
ates under different atmospheric 
conditions and locations. 

Q . / wotdd like someone to ex- 
plain why , or tin reason for one 
slip ring and one winding lead be- 
ing grounded on 3 phase slip ring 
rotor . 77m is a 50 h.p. (leneral 
Electric -Ffh 4totor 900 
220 volts, 121 amp#., 60 cycles, 
type f } form .1/, There is no cur- 
rent or voltage rating for the rotor 
circuit. This winding is con unfed 

/r, 

A C. Cocker ei aii, 
Shreveport , La. 

A. The slip ring rotor type 
motor is not grounded today. This 
50 h.p. motor is no doubt an old 
(Continued on page 91} 
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TjANti CP your stocking, get 
out i lie tinsel — it \ ChmtmiiH 
titiie again! Time for fragrant 
evergreens to he decorated, for 
gifts to In* bought, for holly and 
mistletoe lo In 1 spread around the 
burning Yule lug- Hut Hme for 
other things, too — for the Babe 
of Bethlehem and that ever- beau- 
tiful story of the Nativity, 

Actually, Christmas lias a two- 
fold significance. First and fore- 
most. of course, is the religious, 
commemorating the birth of 
Christ and secondly, the festive, 
descended from the seasonal cus- 
toms and celebrations of ancient 
peoples* Instead of abolishing 
sin'll customs completely, the first 
Christians decided to make use 
of them by keeping the traditions 
while changing their significance 
So, in place of the pagan feast. 
Saturnalia, in honor of the l4 Sun” 
i lie source of light, the Christians 
substituted observance of the 
I drill of tint 4 ‘Son/' whom they 
considered the (liver of light. 

In Former Days 

Today, I he birth of Christ is 
celebrated on December 25, but 
this was not always so. Christmas 
was not celebrated at all until a 
lew hundred years after Christ's 
death, and even then, I here was 
much uncertainty concerning the 
date of l lie celebration. At first, il 
was held on January 4i, which is 
now observed variously ns “Three 
Kings' Hay” “ Epiphany/* 
“Twclfthtide” and “Arrival of 
the Magi/ ’ It was not until the 
middle of the fourth century that 
the date of * Tirfc turns was fixed at 
December 25, and h was a Bishop 
of Home who started tin* observ- 
ance of the feast on ibis day. The 
lb omui Emperors Naturally were 
Hot anxious for Ch radiantly to 
spread since it contradicted the 


belief t hat the emperors wen- 
gods, Therefore, 1 he celebration 
of Christian feasts was not per- 
mitted at all until the time of the 
Emperor Constantine, when the 

Christian religion was n guized. 

It was then that the celebration 
of Christmas, or “Mass of 
Christ/* became an established 
custom. 

Changing Customs 

Traditions and customs are 
bound to undergo changes as 
they pass down through the ages 
and the celebration of Christmas 
was no exception. There began 
lo hr admixtures of revelry and 
partying in tlm deeply religious 
elm meter of Christmas, We are 
told that ns early as the sixth 
century, folk practices had begun 
to creep into the observance of 
the holy day. “Merry Christmas” 
became more than just a feast 
day. Tile result of this evolution 
was most noticeable in “Metric 
old England/' where rrnvdy eele 
l>rat ions soon became the keynote 
of Christmas, A Master of Des- 
pots was elected to make plans 
for the Yule season ami to ap- 
point a Lord of Misrule, whose 
chief task was to keep the cele- 
bration lively. Soon, the religious 
element was almost completely 
forgotten and by Ho* 17th cen- 
tury, the holiday celebrations had 
reached such depths that they 
were abolished by law, This law, 
passed during the days of the 
Puritan rule, had a far reaching 
effect upon the New World, as 
far ns Christinas was concerned. 
The Pilgrims carried with them 
to America an intense hatred of 
the Christmas holiday, ns a result 
of these boisterous affairs and 
would not allow the day to be 
celebrated at all in I heir colony. 
Tims, Yule traditions were not 


ipnek ill spreading through Am- 
erica. 

Christmas was not easily for- 
gotten, however, and in the next 
century, its celebration was taken 
up with renewed* though less 
noisy. Vigor Today it is a holiday 
most revered ami loved and al- 
though it holds special enchant- 
ment For children, Christinas is 
dear to young and old alike. 

Now let’s consider the numer- 
ous customs which are so much a 
pari of its observance. Every 
practice which contributes to our 
present day celebration of Christ 
mas can 1 m* traced back over tin* 
centuries to some insignificant 
origin. 

Origin of Tree 

Of first import a nee is the 
Christmas tree, the very heart of 
all the things that Christinas is. 
There are many theories concern 
ing the origin of this familiar 
custom. One holds that the first 
Christmas tree was a palm 
brought from Egypt. It had 12 
parts, sccining to re p resell l 
Christ's 12 Apostles. Another 
story at tributes the origin of tile 
Christmas tree to St, Boniface. 
While preaching in Germany, 
Bon i face endeavored in eliminate 
the worship of the great god, 
Thor, and to do away with human 
sacrifices by supplanting Chris- 
tian ideals. In order to do this, 
he substituted the young fir tree 
for tin* Thunder Oak, and dedi- 
cated it In the Christ Child as it 
symbol of the new worship. 

Still another theory tells us that 
Marlin Bother is die one respons- 
ible for the use of the evergreen 
tree to symbolize Christmas, The 
story says that one Christmas eve. 
But her was walking in the forest 
ami was filled with wonder at the 
beauty of the stars, lie tried to 
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de-scribe the to his wife hut 

was unable to express himself ef- 
fectively. Su in order to portniy 
the seem* more clearly he brought 
in an evergreen mid set lighted 
candles on its limbs to signify the 
splendor of the Christmas stars. It 
is said that although the people on 
the continent continued to observe 
t his custom of decorating a tree at 
(’hri stums time, it Was not intro- 
duced into England until the (Ice- 
man Prince Albert married Queen 
Victoria. 

Story of St, Nick 

Of course, no discussion of 
t'hmiinas would be complete wide 
out Unit merry little man with the 
long white beard, known to us as 
Santa Claus and to others as Sun 
Nicholas K ris Krim.de, Bolztiiekcl, 
Vule Tom tea, Petit Noel and numy, 
many different names. St, Nicholas 
lived in the third century in Asia 
Minor, As Bishop of Menu he be- 
came famous for Ids kind heart. He 
is said to have secretly provided 
dowries one time for three poor 
maidens, so that (her were able 
to secure suitable husbands. After 
l hat, any unexpected gift was at- 
I ri bided to Nicholas. 

The idea of Santa Claus seems to 
have originated in the Northland, 
where he appeared as a silent tig- 
ure upon a while horse. At Viile- 
tidc, the children filled their wood- 
en shoes with fond for Ids horse. 
If they were good, they would find 
apples and nuts in place of the 
food next morning. In some coun- 
tries, stockings were hung out by 
girls who believed that Si. Nich- 
olas would provide dowries for 
them, as he had for those three 
poor maidens. This custom of 
hanging up the stocking is still 
very much a part of our Christmas 
celebration today, without, of 
course, the hope for the long- for- 
got ten dowry. 

But to get buck 1 <> good old St* 
Nick, We next find him in fler- 
maiiy* where he was pictured as a 
(all thin man wearing a peaked hat 
and carrying bags of sugar plums 
for the children. Holland, loo, 
adopted Si Nicholas and since his 
feast day is I >ecr ml *or stxt h, that 
is when the Dutch exchange gifts. 

It was not until Santa came to 
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America that he took oil the goodly 
proportions by which we know him 
today. On Christmas Eve, children 
wail for this jolly lillle man to 
scramble down the chimney and fill 
their stockings with gifts. This 
idea that Bant a comes down the 
chimney can be t raced to (he Norse- 
men* whose* goddess, Mertlin, ap- 
peared in tlie fireplace and brought 
good luck. In a celebration similar 
to the liftman Saturnalia, flic 
Norsemen observed a feast called 
Yule, in honor of the god, Thor, 
With great ceremony* a Vule log 
was burned every year and many 
superstitions became attached to 
thin practice, which is still carried 
out faithfully in many places to* 
day. 

Mistletoe Enters 

And who could celebrate Christ- 
mas withmii holly and mistletoe? 
We are told that greens found their 
way into early Christmas festivities 
because of certain virtues or prop- 
erties which the ancient peoples 
had considered them 1o possess. It 
was the Saxons who gave mistletoe 
its name hut Indore them, it wan 
used by the Druids, who cal led it 
“lleul-air 1 and attributed ctmi 

the [lowers to it. The Druids also 


originated ihe custom of decora- 
ting their dwellings with holly. To 
the Christians, bright red holly 
berries symbolized Christ ’s death 
and crown of thorns. 

The custom of exchanging gifts 
is an old one, too. It is rendu is 
cent of the ancient offerings made 
to the gods for a fruitful year. 
With the coming of Christianity, 
this pagan element was eliminated 
and the custom was traced to the 
gifts of gold, frankineense and 
myrrh which the Wise Men 
brought to Bethlehem* Christ was 
considered the great gift of Cod 
to the world, and when people first 
began to give presents* these had a 
religious significance. If unable to 
do more, people were expected at 
least to greet their friends. Tile 
idea of sending greeting cards to 
friends at Christmas time is said 
to have been originated in Eng* 
land by Sir Henry Cole, around 
1S4f>. The firs! cards were about 
the size of smell visiting cards ami 
usually were painted with a spray 
of holly or mistletoe. By IS(i2, 
this custom had an immense fol- 
lowing and lias grown by such 

leaps I bounds that it is an in 

(Couth) uc<l on pope 91) 



The first Santa Clans* (he venerable Si. Nicholas* Bishop of Myra* was a tall 
and stately ecclesiastic (lower center >, in sharp contrast to the early versions 
of the jolly old genllenien visualized by American artists. Vi Kit is an 1*11 
characterization from the New York Mirror; at top and right are the delight* 
fill representations by the famous cartoonist, Thomas Nasi, who in lKtiU sel 
a style that has persisted to this day. Photo courtesy Hallmark Company. 
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JANUARY 

“Orgn nixed labor/’ wrote Pres- 
idem Tracy in the lead story of 
fin* January issue of the Journal, 
“has n great stake in foreign af- 
fairs. IF labor is to be free of 
the shoe kies of the totalitarian 
yoke* labor must lie free* With- 
out free labor there ran be no Free 
men*’ 1 President Tracy went on 
to >ay that be was hopeful that 
the proposed world federation of 
free trade unions (singe organized 
as the Internal ioiial Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Cm ions! would 
play a beneficial role in the tig lit 
against totalitarianism. 



7* nt cff / > is* it sts f a / \ if a its ti & 

III a speech before ilie conven- 
tion of the National Electrical 


than security for today only. 
Justice demands that be be un- 
burdened of 1 lie fear Of future in 
security* IP 

The Journal announces the 
starl of series of health stories* 
The use of t luo ride in the pre- 
vent a I of loot 1 1 decay is dismissed 
in I lie firsf story. 

Local No. 1. Si. Louis, honors 
1172 veteran members and 75 np- 
prentices at special ceremonies at 
tended by President Tracy and 
Sorrel a ry Milne. 

FEBRUARY 

In a Mother of its “Know Your 
A. F. of L. '* stories, ilie Journal 
recounts ihe stirring history of 
the Intermit mnaf Ladies* (torment 
Workers 1 Cnion, and ils stibstati 
I in 1 achievements in bringing ini 
proved wages and working condi- 
tions, 

Export of critical electrical 
products io Europe under the 
Marshall Plan has helped bring 
substantia] recovery to ihe nm- 
t incut, the Journal reports, not- 
ing I hat total output of electric 
power in western Europe was fin 
per cent higher than before the 


Coni nietnrs Association, in Hous- 
ton. Texas. President 'fra cy out- 
lined Ijk philosophy of pensions as 
follows: “Pensions for those who 
labor in the collective effort to im- 
prove 1 lie commonweal are justi- 
fied completely. An individual 
who expends Ills life’s energies, 
thin others may enjoy tin* con- 
venience of modern living and be 
provided with the necessities of 
life is certainly entitled In more 


war. 

The work of the Microfilming 
Depart ment of i he f nternatkmal 
f )fliee is discussed. 

Work of Labor's League for 
Political I'M neat ion is described* 
and the voting records of Sena 
tors and I ’ongresstnen given. 

LB.E.W. members participate 
in work of overhaul of the I'. S, 
Capitol. 

Tin* labor press, says Secretary 


The Journal 
Reviews the 
Stories It 
Featured In 
Year Drawing 
To a Close 


Milne in nu editorial, “lias the 
responsibility of keeping its peo- 
ple informed on issues of the day 
which a fleet their health and wel- 
fare-” 

The Journals front cover shows 
a photo of the statue of Abe Lin- 
coln in the Lit lit Memorial* 

Washington, R. 4*. 

MARCH 

( 'uiigrrsMjinii Neil J . Litichuu. 
of Chicago, a veteran member of 
Local Union 1 :i-l t is interviewed 
and expresses belief that the 81s! 
Congress will make real progress 
in furthering Fair Deal objec- 
tives. 

Work of the Research Depart- 
ment of tin* Internal ioiial Office 
is related. 

The fascinating business of 
si amponii king is told hi story and 
pictures. Special subject is the 
stamp issued by the Post Office 
Depart men! in honor of the mem 
ory of Bam ue I (tampers, first 
president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor ami the greatest 
labor lender of bis time. 

Cancer, which kills more peo- 
ple Hum any other disease except 
heart 1 rouble, is discussed in a 
forthright article. 

“Power on the Prairie” is the 
idle of tut article which tells of 
life at Midway station, isolated 
power crossroads of the Donne- 
ville Power Administration in tin* 
Rig Rend country of the Btat<* of 
Wash ingt fin. 

APRIL 

“The Journal Does to Press,*' 
describing the production |i roc ess 
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of your monthly magazine, is an- 
other in t hi* series of stories oil the 
work of various departments of 
the International Office, 

Work of members of Local 
Union 20, Washington. IX on 
one of the worlds largest apart- 
ment houses tinder a single roof, 
is told, 

4 *The members of our Brother- 
hood scattered all over these 
railed States and Canada are the 
best puldie relations officers we 
could possibly have nml there are 
over 400,0110 of you lo tel! the 
LB.E.W. story and sell it to po- 
tential members,” writes Secre- 
tary Milne in im editorial. ‘‘Be- 
cause you are for the most part, 
satisfied workers, sold on the 
benefits of HTi ion ism, you are liv- 
ing proof to others that it is a 
sensible tiling to do to sign up 
with the union. Because the vast 
majority of yon are conscientious 
workmen who lake pride in your 
work and do a good job wherever 
von are, you've ‘sold* the union 
to employers. They know it s the 
sensible thing to hire union lab- 

or.” 

In an article titled "Put Pub- 
lic Relations to Work lor \ottf 
ihe Journal dismisses the impor- 
tance of this subject both in per- 
sonal and public life. 

The Journal interviews t Vm~ 
gressman Edward A. Gunuatx of 
Ball i mure, veteran member of Lo- 
cal Union 2H. Be and Neil Linehan 
of Chicago are the two I.B.EAV 
members serving in the Hist Con- 
gress. 

Career of William Cleary, Bind* 
ness Representative of Local t uion 
1 :U, elected as Secretary of Chi* 
cago Federation of Lalior, is re- 
counted. 

MAY 

A joint statement on local pen- 
sion pbius, signed by the I.B.E.W, 
and NEC.A., suggests that NECA 
clmpters and I HEW local unions 
in the electrical contracting indus- 
try “should refrain at this time 
from scckng to set up local pen- 
sion plans, ns the industry is now 
covered by the I nl ern at i mud Bro- 
therhood of Electrical Workers’ 
Pension Plan a, fid the Employees’ 


Benefit Agreement under which 
the eon tract ora pay one per cent 
to the National Electrical Benefit 
Fund* 

The history of the Bricklayers, 
Masons and Plasterers 1 Interna- 
tiona! Union of America is related 
in another of the “Know Your 
A.RL,” series. 

4 ‘Mailing the Journal/* the 
story of process by which the 
magazine goes each month to over 
400,000 members, is told. 

Diseases of I lie heart are dm- 
cussed in another of the Journal's 
health stories. 

1 low artificial mica is produced 
in 1 he la bora lory is a May fea- 
ture. 



Pins Fill nl 1'hnhnul 


Story of the L1LE.W. Sixth An 
mud Bowling Tournament. held at 
Cleveland, and attended by 1.1 IM) 
keglers. 

Career of Harold J, Laski, a 
leader in the British Labor Party, 
who died March 24, is reviewed. 

JUNE 

A story of the line relationship 
that exists between the Central 
Arizona Light and Power Com- 
pany ami Local ds7, I.B.E \\\, is 
the lead feature story. 

President Tracy, for Ids ‘‘im- 
selfisii services rendered to the 
Brotherhood/* is presented with 
a solid gold pocket card by Local 
Union 52* Newark, X J* 

The A.F.L. Executive Council 
appoints President Tracy to serve 
on the AFL committee to discuss 
unity with t he CIO. 

Secretary Milne makes an ap- 
peal to all members to support 
Labors League for Political Edu- 
cation, 

Bow installed generating ca- 
pacity has increased since the end 
of the war is surveyed. 


“Details and Doers/ another 
in the series dealing with the 
work of the International Office, 
summarized work of smaller de- 
partments. 

A robot light ship, built for the 
Coast Guard at Curtis Bay, Mary- 
land, is launched. 

High-speed reversal of motors is 
discussed in a tec h ideal story. 

JULY 

The Journal is selected m the 
” most attractive in topography 
and make-up. readability and gen- 
eral editorial excellence" at the an- 
nual conference of Eastern Bui mm* 
Press Editors, meeting in Wash- 
ington, 1), c. 

Trend to public power is criti- 
cized in a release by the l.B.EAY 
I nfe mat ional Executive I YnjnciL 
“Labor docs not choose to have it* 
welfare determined by the admin- 
istrative or ders of Government of- 
ficials no matter how well in ten - 
tinned they may purport to be," 
said the statement. 

The Journal covers the great 
Unkm-lndust lies Show at Phila- 
delphia, in which the LB.E.W. 
had a spectacular exhibit. 

“The Bakers’ Story/’ another 
in our AFL series, tells the history 
of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers* International l ’nioii of 
America, 

Tribute paid lo the Organiza- 
tion *s 50-year members. 

Local Union 1J4, Chicago, cele- 
brates its Golden Anniversary, 

Journal brings story on “ Point- 
ers on Polio Prevention. /’ 

AUGUST 

How the court injunction has 
been used as an instrument 
against labor is related by Secre- 
tary J. Scott Milne in an article 
titled 4 * Labor's Lot Under the 
Injunction.” 

Congress redefines electrical 
terms. 

Journal brings story on the 
$8,000.00(1 Brooklyn- Battery Tun- 
nel, wired by members of Local 
Union J. 

Story of the National Federa- 
tion of Post Otiiec Clerks, AFL 
affiliate, is related. 

(Con tiit nett* ttrst pn/fe) 
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Advance star y on tin* convention 
descrilied everything but the hur- 
ricane. 

SEPTEMBER 

Another in the 41 Know Your 
AFI/ f series tells I be story of tin* 
International To ion of Operating* 
Engineers. 

Humphrey Mitchell, Canadian 
Labor Minister and former LB.- 
EAV, member dies in Ottawa. 

‘"The First Labor Day* 1 (Kept. 
5, 1HN12) tells the story of the 
great American holiday that had 
its conception in the mind of 
Peter J, McGuire. 

The story of tin* famous march 
of ( 'unit's Commonweal A tray, 
from Massilom Ohio to Washing- 
ton, I M \ 57 years ago, is related. 

In story and pictures* the .Jour- 
nal lells of an outstanding ap- 
prenticeship program established 
jointly by Local I’niou 77 and 
management in Spokane* Wash- 
ington, 

Functions of the new high- 
speed electronic computer, built 
by the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards* are related. The machine 
performs 5,000 additions, sub- 
tractions, or comparisons each see- 
itlftit. 

OCTOBER 

4 4 The Plumbers* Story/ 1 an- 
other it» our 44 Know Your A FI/ 1 
series, tells the story of the Failed 
Association of Journeymen and 
Apprentices of the Plumbing and 

Pipe Fitting Industry, 

lit an editorial, Secretary Milne 
pays tribute to Secretary of Lab- 
or Maurice J. Tobin for bin Hite 
work in rebuilding the Depart- 
ment, 

“ How They Voted/ 1 a story by 
President Tracy, tells the impor- 
tance of the vote. The story is 
followed by ii table showing the 
voting records nf Senators anti 


Re present a lives on eight critical 

issues. 

New tribute is paid to those 
members who have joined the 
11 50-year circle/’ 

Important concessions won by 
telephone workers in < liicago. 

In a special Hi page insert, the 
Journal relates the fascinating 
history of the LB.E.W, 

The story of diabetes is told in 
another of the Journal’s health 
series, 

Louis P. Marciantc, member of 
the LB, EAV, Executive Council, 
describe# his trip abroad us labor 
adviser to the ALL dele gait to the 
33 rd Conference of the luterrm- 
tiona) Labor Organ i /at ion. 

NOVEMBER 

The story of Sain (lumpers and 
Ink achievement is told. 

Highlights of the great 60th 
Convention of Hie American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at llmiaton, are 
summarized. 

The International Labor Press 
of America honors she J or rival 
tor general editorial excellence, 
coveted lop award For labor pub- 
lications. 

M Tlua Fire Fighters’ Story” 
tells the alory of fire- fighting 
ill rough the ages ami of the or- 
ganization which represents to- 
day's fire fighters in the Putted 
Stares and Canada, the hdcriift- 
t ion a I Association of Fire Fight- 
ers, 

M The Mysterious LI l Factor 11 is 
another in t lie Journal's health 
series. 

** Television Service Experts at 
Work” tells the story of the ex- 
cellent relationship that exists be- 
tween the IJIE.W, and the RCA 
Service Company, and the joint 
program that was set tip to train 
television technicians. 

Baltimore's Local Cnimi 2K oh* 
serves its Gulden Anniversary 
with a banquet at the Fifth Regi- 
ment Armory attended by scores 
m Maryland dignitaries, including 
Governor William P. Lane, Jr., 
Congressman Edward A. Garumlz, 
and the Mayor of Baltimore. 
Thomas DWIesujidro, Jr. Several 
hundred persons nil ended. 


Power Needs Triple 
In Missouri Basin 

Total power requirements of the 
Missouri River Basin are likely to 
reach between 44 and 45 billion 
kilowatt-hours in 1270, about 
triple the 1946 total, according to 
estimates contained in a survey 
made public recently by the Fed- 
eral Power Commission, 

To supply the electric loads in 
1946, the utilities had an installed 
generating capacity of 3,500,000 
kilowatts, one-quarter of which 
was hydroelectric and the balance 
thermal After taking into account 
capacity already scheduled for in- 
stallation, exclusive of Federal 
hydro facilities, and after allow- 
ing for future requirements and for 
adequate reserves, it is estimated 
that about (1700,000 kilowatts nf 
additional capacity will be needed 
by 1070. 


NLRB Results 

Whirl] mol Corporation, St. Jos- 
eph. Mich. Certified (electricians 
and their helpers): LB. EAV., 

which received Is votes; 3 for PE; 
5 for tied her, 

Radio Corporation of America 
(Victor Div, >, Lancaster, Pa, Cer- 
tified (pnidnction and mainfe- 
nance employes) : LB.E.W,, which 
received 1073 votes; 720 for I K. 

The Crosley Distributing Corp„ 
New York, X. V, Certified ( tele 
vision shop repair men, television 
front and repair men, installation 
repair men, field service men, and 
shop radio repairmen) : Local 

1130, LB.KAW, which received all 
of the I 1 votes east. 


National Radio Week 

National Radio and Television 
Week, commemorating the 30th an- 
niversary of the industry's rise 
from 1020 X crystal sets to 1050V 
radio television -ri'coi’d player in 
si rumen! a. was observed October 20 
through November 4, wit It num- 
bers of stations participating ut 
l he observance. 
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Cutaway view of cleaner* 

New Electronic Air 
Cleaner Is Marketed 


A now Precfpitrun electronic iur 
cleaner, ennstructud for upward or 
downward air flow to conserve floor 
apace and simplify maintenance, is 
now available from Westinghouse. 


Designed to remove dust, dirt, 
smoke, soot, and other uir borne solids 
from normal air, the new Prccipitmn 
charges the solid particles positively, 
then passes the air through a set of 
alternately charged collector plates 
where the solids arc removed by elec- 
trostatic attraction. 

Various Hating?* Offered 

The vertical air flow cleaner finds 
typical use in heating and air-condi- 
tioning systems, and for oil -mist col- 
lection. 1 1 is available in the follow- 
ing ratings: 

Capacity: 1200 cfm and up. 

Efficiency ; removes 00 percent of 
all air-borne particles traveling at 333 
fpm, and 83 percent of those traveling 
at 400 fpm. 

Power Supply: 115 volts, single 

phase, 50 or W) cycles, 

The new Precipitron features verti- 
cal air flow — either up or down— in 
contrast to the more familiar arrange- 
monte for horizontal air flow. Mount- 
ing the unit in a vertical duct results 
in a saving of valuable floor space, 
and the modular assembly makes for 
extreme flexibility. The unit frame, 
with a projected floor area of ap- 
pni.vimately four square feet for the 



I low Precipitron operates. 


smallest unit to 16 square feet for the 
largest unit, serves as a support for 
air cleaning components as well as a 
structural casing. With a frame 
height of only 34% inches, unusued 
space above and below the unit is 
used for inspection and servicing 
access. 


Television Conies to Clamorous City of Rio De Janeiro 



One of Iir> cases of television transmitting equipment be- 
ing carried via cable car lo the summit of Sugar Loaf 
passes a Rio apartment house. Installed 1,300 feet over 
Kin's Copaciibanu beach, the equipment went into opera- 
tion in November and brought Kin TV set owners their 
first view of television. Because Sugar Loaf mountain is 
inaccessible otherwise, all equipment had to he carried to 
the summit by cable car, mule- hack uml by hand. The job 
was time consuming because the engineers could use the 
cable car, popular with tourists, only between 4 and H a.m* 



“Bat wings** oil ltio*s new TV antenna being removed tem- 
porarily by workmen to facilitate raising I lie topmost sec- 
tion. Engineers who are installing the transmit ting equip- 
ment atop famed Sugar Loaf mountain high over nearby 
Copacahana beach, lower right, announced on September 2$l 
that their job was nearly completed. The transmitting 
equipment, several tons of it including the 1511-foot an- 
tenna, had to he hauled by cable cur, mule -hack, and by 
hand to the summit, Kio*s station, *Tupi-TV t M began 
broadcasts in November, 
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A Christmas Story for Children 


his iiille family grew poorer anil 
poorer ami somol hues they didrCl 
even have tortillas, whieh m e Hi lie 
enni cakes Mexican people use for 
bread, to eat, 

Si> tlie cottage of i lie hadron's 
was not a very happy place as 
Christmas Eve n ppruached, Papa 
ha thou worried himself sick be- 
cause lie mu lil not find work to 
make the money In feed and e lot he 
his little family and Mama hadron 
worried alxnit Papa hadron ami 


because she knew there would he 
rm pesetas to huy presents for 
Elena mid Pepe for Christmas 
morning, hi Mexico on Christmas 
Hay there is a pantile in the si recta 
and I he mothers and fathers of 
the little Mexican children hang 
up big paper sacks fllJed with little 
toys and goodies for their children. 
These are called puiatas and the 
children strike at them with sticks 
until the sacks break and the gifts 
fall nut. Then there is much fun 
and laughter as Hu* Utile boys and 
girls scramble 
to pick up the 
pretty toys and 
en mlies. 

Mama hadron 
was very sad 
the day she told 
Elena and Pepe 
there eon Id be 
no pin at as for 
them that year 
because Papa 
had no work 
and the only- 
money they had, 
came from the 
hits of lace 

Mama hadron 
made and sold 
to tourists, and 
that money had 
to go for tortil- 
las and heaps 
for them to rat. 

Pepe was only 
five and didn't 
understand very 
well, but Elena 
who was eight, 
told her mother 
not to err, that 
she and Pope 


A ll this little Imys and girls 
who read this page know 
wimi a wonderful holiday Christ- 
inas is. They know how much fun 
it is to hang up their stockings for 
Haul a Claus and how wonderful 
it is on Christinas morning to see 
the pretty Christmas tree and to 
open the packages Santa has left 
for thorn. 


It is the same all over the world 
in Christian countries, To little 
hoys and girls in England and 
Era nee and Spain and Italy, 
Christmas is the most wonderful 
day of the year and although it 
is eelebrated in different ways in 
different countries, the spirit is al- 
ways i In* same because it is a com- 
memoration of the birthday of the 
little Christ Child, Who was born 
eriitii rips ago in the stable at Beth 
ielieni, and Who loves little chil- 
dren very much, 

hi this story we want to tell von 
about tin* Christmas of Kleua and 
Pepe, two little Mexican children 
mid what t lie t *hmt ( 'hild did for 
them. 


Elena, whieh is Helen in our 
language and IVpe which means 
■foev, lived with their mother and 
father, Juan and Marin hadron 
in a liny little house on Hie edge 
of a prellv little Mexican village 
on the f-Julf of Mexico. They were 
very poor hut very happy, that is, 
until their father, who worked on 
Hie docks where tin* fishing Imats 
eame in, fell and hurt Ids back. 
When Ih* could no longer do 1 lie- 
heavy work, lie lost Ins job and 
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carousel for our Christmas present, 
lies so good 1 know lie won't 
inind jEariviiiji that to us and lielp- 
iiiif our Daddy too. 1 ' 

“O little Pejie, you shouldn't 
have, but Pin glad you did. I 
Impr lie hears our prayers/' an- 
swered Elena. 

Then on the very next day, 
Christmas Ere, n very wonder fill 
thing happened. Elena and Pepe 
got up early. It is e hilly in the 
early morning even in warm Mexi- 
co, so Elena wrapped a little man* 
till.ii around her shoulders and put 
a scrape, whieh is a small blanket 
little Mexican hoys wear, on IVpe 


den n little hoy appeared, a beauti- 
ful eurly-linired little hoy in a 
silken suit. whisjMiml 

Elena, 11 1 lint must he ihe enrouael 
man's little 1hjy\ We'd better 
nilL M And ea telling IVpe hv the 
hand she started to dart away. 

“Please don t go/’ said the 
little hoy. “Stay and play with 
tue. Wouldn't you like a rule on 
the carousel?'' * M > 1 1 yes!*' said 
Elena and !V|h\ together, in great 
excitement, “Can you run it?” 
asked Elena, “And won't your 
lather mind?” 

“ No, ' said t lie little hoy. “He’s 
very kind. Isn't your father?” 



would nslc the little Christ Child to 
help their daddy find work. 

Now there is another very im- 
portant part of this story. It con- 
cerns the wonderful carousel that 
came to the little town where 
Elena ami Pepe lived and was 
erected right on the vacant lot a 
few blocks from where their house 
stood. 

It was the first Merry-tto-Huund 
our little friends had ever seen. It 
was big and shiny, ll had glitter- 
ing mirrors around the lop and 
perfectly beautiful horses, black 
and white and chestnut color, with 
real leather bridles with sparkling 
stones set in them. Every one of 
them moved up arid down to the 
lilling music of the carousel and 
looked as if they were proudly 
prancing, Elena and IVpe had 
never ridden on the carousel lie- 
cause it cost three centavos, that's 
throe pennies in our money, hut 
they went every day ami listened 
to the in nsie it made and watched 
the shining horses with the silky 
manes as they went around. 

On the day before Christmas eve, 
Elena look IVpe by the hand and 
said, “Come little Brother, today 
we go to the church to ask the 
little Christ Child to help our 
daddy find work. You know 
Christmas is the Christ Child's 
birthday, hut Me gives everybody 
presents instead of getting them/' 

“Do you think we could ask 
1dm for a present for us too/' 
said IVpe, 41 1 want something 
more than anything else in the 
world. I want to ride the big 
white horse on the carousel. I 'mild 
I ask (lie little Christ Child for 
that too? 

'*0 Cepe. I'd love to ride also 
— on the bit* black horse with ihe 
silvery mane. But we mustn’t ask 
anything for ourselves. We must 
think of mama arid papa and how 
good thei are to ns and jus] ask 
the Christ Child to find our papa 
work,” 

So to the Church they went and 
two very earnest little children 
knelt and begged the favor of the 
little King of 1 leaven. 

When they came out of the 
church, IVpe said to Elena: “Sis- 
ter, I did il anyway, I asked the 
Christ Child for a ride on the 


and off they went down the street 
to visit tiie carousel. They liked to 
go early lie fore anyone was about 
hwa use then they could go up near 
to it and even touch the horses' 
manes. Later when the man who 
ran it came out of Ids little house 
and the children came to ride, 
Elena mid Pope who were very 
bashful, would hang hack and hide 
in some nearby bushes to watch. 

When they arrived, everything 
was as always. There was the 
shining carousel with the beauti- 
ful horses, and Elena and IVpe 
went ii p shyly us usual and reached 
out to touch them. All of n slid 


“n)i yes,” Kidd Elena, “lie’s kind 
ami he'd give us pennies to ride 
Hie eni-oiisel if he had them But 
tie's been sirk. lie hurt his hack 
and then he lost his job. Me hasn’t 
any work, so nuu we sometimes 
don't even have enough to eat,” 
“I'm so sorry.” said the little 
hoy. “Perhaps J can help you. 
I know where your daddy can get 
work, I heard m\ father talking 
about it. If your daddy will go 
to the address 1 will write down 
for you, lie ean get a job that will 
nut be too hard and hurt his hack 
again. Then you will have some 
pesetas and your mother will not 
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worry and you will be happy 
again. Blit now, come let me give 
you a ride on the eamuscl,” 

“Gin l ride the big white 
horse?’ 1 asked Pepe* his dark eyes 
shining with delight, 

14 You may pick any horse you 
wish,” said the boy* and the two 
eager children scrambled on and 
had a long, long, wonderful ride. 

After a while the Merry d io- 
Roimd stopped and Pope and 
Klemi got off and went to thank 
the little boy, but he had gone. 
“I guess his mother called him,” 
said Pepe as he and Elena ran 
down the street toward their own 
house, eager to tell their parents 
all about their good fortune, ”1 
knew the Christ Child would hear 
our prayer,” said Pope, 1 * Wasn't 
it wonder fid!” 

Mania and Papa Hadron were as 
delighted ns the children when 
they heard about the wonderful 
ride they had had on the carousel 
Mama hadron T s eyes filled with 
tears of joy to hear them tell ii. 

“And Papa, the little boy said 
you could rind work at this place,” 
sa id I Siena, handing him the slip 
of paper with an address in a 
childish scrawl written upon it. 

“ You think so, little daughter?” 
asked Papa hadron with a doubt- 
ing smile. ”1 know so Papa,” said 
Plena, “Pepe and I asked the 
Phrist Child and I know He heard 
our prayer. Didn't He give us 
that wonderful ride on the ca- 
rousel?” 

“The ways of the Lord are 
strange, Juan,” said Mania had- 
ron to her husband, “Why not 
go and see,” So Papa Hadron put 
on his worn sombrero and set out 
to find the address the strange boy 
had given his children. 

By noon he was back, his eyes 
shining, a happy smile on his face. 
“Maria, Maria, by the Good God, 
I've found work. It's as the chil- 
dren said, the Christ Child has 
heard their prayers. I went to the 
address the boy gave the children 
and found just the kind of work 
for me and my injured back. I 
can sit all day and mark down 
figures as the fishing boats check 
in, and I will make more pesos 
than I ever made working on the 
docks. The man said he didn’t 


know how 1 heard about the job 
so flint— the other fellow only left 
hist night.” 

“Its wonderful Juan, 1 ? sa id 
Mama Hadron, “The Good God 
and the little Christ Child tic 
p raised. Now we must take the 
children and go and thank the 
little boy and Ids father who runs 
the carousel, lur their kindness and 
their help.” 

And Mama and Papa and Pepe 
and Elena set off down the street 
for the Merry-Go-Round, and when 
they came up to it, it was running 
full speed with many little hoys 
and girls riding on the gay horses. 

Papa approached the kindly 
looking man running the carousel 
and said, “May we speak with 
you a minute, sir?” “Surely,” 
said the mam “Go into the house. 
The carousel can rim by itself for 
a few minutes. Ill give the chil- 
dren an extra Jong ride,” 

When they were in the little 
house. Papa explained why they 
had come and said they'd like to 
thank the little boy who had been 
so kind. “But,” said the carousel 
man in surprise, “I have no little 
boy!” “You have no little boy!” 
exclaimed Jmim “Then who gave 
my children the ride and told them 
about the job?” 

Just then Elena cried out. “O 
Mama, Papa, I here's the litlle 
boy's picture hanging on the 
wa If!" “ Yes, yes ! ' 1 sa id I *e | >e, 
“that's the little boy who let me 
ride the white horse on the ca- 
rousel!” 

Mama and Papa and the ca- 
rousel man looked at each other 
and for a while they said nothing. 
Then Mama spoke and tears of joy 
rolled down her cheeks. “It's a 
miracle!” she said softly, for t he 
picture on the wall was a well- 
known artist's conception of the 
Christ Child. 

And that's the story of Elena 
and Pepe and what flic Christ 
Child did for them, lie loves all 
little boys and girls very much 
and always wants to help them. 
And even today, when there is 
much unhappiness and wickedness 
in the world. He is near at hand 
to lake care of little children and 
protect them and do kind things 
for them always. 


About Our Cover 

“The Adoration of the Shep- 
herds” by Giorgione, which is 
our cover photo this month was 
made from a natural-color koda- 
chrome photograph taken of ihe 
original painting, a valued work 
of art, in the Kress Collection 
at the National Art Gallery in 
Washington, 

To us it symhoHr.es the full 
spirit of Christmas — the digni- 
ty, the symplicily, the beauty. 
And it shows the first persons 
who came to adore the Little 
King, working men, shepherds, 
from the nearby hilts. 

The artist who painted “The 
Adoration of the Shepherds,” 
Giorgione, was bom around 1477 
at Caste I franco, a small town 
on the Venetian main hind, situ- 
ated at the foot of the Alps. The 
picturesque landscape which 
surrounded the home of his 
childhood was everpresent in his 
art. One of the first painters to 
make use of pastoral subjects, 
Giorgione's artistic genius was 
recognized while he was still 
quite young and he experienced 
a rapid rise to fame. Himself 
extraordinarily handsome, he 
had a love for beauty which 
found expression on his magnifi- 
cent canvases. 

Giorgione was a most power- 
ful influence upon Venetian 
painting in the With century but 
his success was short lived be- 
cause Ins promising career came 
to an abrupt and tragic end 
when he died of the Plague in 
1510, 

“The Adoration of the Shep- 
herds” is a typical select km of 
Giorgione's work, exemplifying 
his ideal of pastoral scenery. 
For the subject matter of this 
work, Giorgione went to the 
hook of St, James, who wrote 
that Mary and Joseph were 
forced to halt before reaching 
Bethlehem and that Christ was 
born in a cave outside the city. 
This version of the nativity na- 
I tu rally appealed to Giorgione* 
because it afforded him an op- 
portunity to portray the moun- 
tains, the rocky formations seen 
in the foreground and the green 
foliage — scenery so reminiscent 
of his childhood home. The 
shepherds as Giorgione painted 
them are symbolic of his own 
humble origin and all the figures 
are bathed in a golden light 
merging them with the land- 
scape which seems to offer silent 
reverence to the King of Kings. 
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About the Election 

(Continued from pas/e 77) 

Organized labor was a little stunned at the set-back 
received. In the Senate, loss of Democratic leader 
Scott Lucas of Illinois, Francis My era of Pennsyl- 
vania, the Democratic whip, Albert Thomas in Hah 
and others, all good friends of labor, are losses not 
to he taken lightly. The rcelcction of labor's arch 
enemy Senator Taft, was organized labor x most 
serious set-back and election of Nixon in California, 
Millikin in Colorado and Dirksen in Illinois were 
additional blows to organized labor's hopes. 

While the picture is not good, it is still not all had 
Hennings defeated Donnell in Missouri, Senator Leh- 
man won in New York, Brian McMahon and Bill 
Benton were elected in Connecticut, while Aiken of 
Vermont, Tobey <d New Hampshire, Morse of Oregon, 
and other friends of labor were returned to the Sen- 
ate* 

When 1 he count is tallied, here’s the picture* We 


Of organized labor will have six fewer friends in the 
Senate in the next two years than we had in 11*49-50, 
There will he l $3 friends of working men and women 
in the 82nd Congress as compared with 209 in the 
Hist, 

That’s not so good but the picture is still a lot 
better than it was in 1947-48. We have 13 more 
friends in the Senate than we had then* while in the 
House in 1947-48, out of a total House membership 
of 435* vve had only 83 friendly to us. 

We Ve gone back, but we might have gone back 
much further had we not supported Labor s League 
and done what we could to get out the vote* 

Hut what is done is done and there is no use 
crying over the proverbial spilt milk* The tiling to 
do now is to forget the set-back and to go forward 
with grim determination to keep fighting for a liberal 
progressive government. Wc must; ns A. F* of L 
Presidenl Croon stated the day after the election, 
look at what has happened as “democracy in action*’ 
but “prepare now for the future and carry on our 
fight to repeal the Taft-Hartley law/’ 
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Questions, Answers 

(Continued from page si) 
motor and even I hen one manu- 
facturer would not ground one slip 
ring and one winding and give 
good literature on why this is not 
done. 

The reason for grounding in our 
estimation was to make sure that a 
protective fuse would blow slum Id 
the slip ring or rotor go to ground 
and thus protect the motor from 
burning up completely. Fleet id- 
eally the ground slip ring rotor 
offers no ud vantage over the un- 
grounded one. 


All About Christmas 

(Con tinned from page S3) 
dispensable part of Christinas to- 
day* 

Christmas enrols? They were 
sung in the vernacular as early as 
the Kith century* Bands of carol - 
ers went from house to house oil 
Christ mat* live, chaining their 
hymns. Lighted candles were 
placed in the windows to I el I the 
carolers where in sing. This cus- 
tom is observed in many places 
oven now. as the enrols retell the 
story of the first Christmas night. 

Today, there is no holiday so 
dear lo our hearts as < ’hrislnias* 
observed in hundreds of different 
ways and according Ui countless 
customs and traditions. 
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PRICE OF PEACE 
IS PREPAREDNESS 

(Continued from page f*$) 

have done, through the passage of 
I Ins notorious Taft-IIarflcy tew. 

'What will they ask of us should 
a similar nerd arise again, as it 
probably will? Will they ask us 
to use she offires and facilities of 
our trade unions to recruit and 
transport scabs and strikebreakers/ 
i )r will they offer to temporarily 
waive or ignore the requirements 
of the law? 

We are living hi a state of con- 
fusion. We cannot see the future 
rightly. What is Russia going to 
do? Why has she built the larg- 
est standing army of any nation 
in the world? Why is she build- 
ing tanks and airplanes ami mili- 
tary equipment of all kinds/ What 
for! Having all this material in 
Russia, ready for what? We do 
not do those things wit limit having 
a purpose, and in my judgment 
that purpose is to extend com- 
munism throughout the world, as 
they have tried to do and ;s s they 
Imve done in Hungary. Romania, 
( 'zecho-Slovakia. Yugoslavia* Asia 
and as they just tried lo do in 
Korea. Does that mean anything/ 
Think of a great standing army* 
stieh as the world has never seen, 
being maintained in Russia* and 
then the fighting in Korea! Does 
it mean anything? 

That is the reason we have got 
to prepare* because we know that 
means something. 

Hampers Preparedness 

Of this 1 am sure dial we will 
never be satisfied with mere tem- 
porizing on this score. Wo can- 
not effectively prepare ourselves 
to meet the needs of the present 
emergency so long as this sub- 
versive, un-American aid remains 
on the statute books. The greatest 
contribution that Congress can 
make to the defense effort would 
be the prompt repeal of the Taft- 
Hartley Act 

They have accused us of un- 
willingness to compromise on this 
score. Do we compromise with 
communism? Is it wisdom to com- 


promise with any force which seeks 
to destroy us and rob us of our 
freedom and liberty? Not only 
would it he unwise to do so — it 
would be immoral. 

Before this nation will be ade- 
quately prepared to meet the needs 
i a i 4 the times* our victory in Korea 
must be cemented by victory at 
home. 

Senator Taft says that the issue 
in the coining elections is “Liberty 
\ersus Socialism, 11 I say that the 
issue is * i Liberty versus Taft ism.” 
That's the issue. 

T-H Instigators 

Yes- — Senator Tati thinks that 
liberty is a wonderful thing, hi 
fact, he likes it so well that he 
thinks it is much too good for the 
common people. 

The Taft- Hartley law was pre- 
pared and passed at the instiga- 
tion of Senator Taft and others, 
and under it we eannol sit at the 
conference table and negotiate an 
agreement acceptable to employes 
and employers if it does not square 
with the Taft-llnrtlcy law. We 
never thought the time would 
come when we eon Id Pot sell our 
labor across the table* to those who 
would buy it on the same terms 
that those who sell the products 
of labor can sell them, without 
restriction of any kind whatever. 
And the employer of labor today 
can sell the products of labor 
without restrictions. But labor 
cannot sell the only thing it has 
to sell, which is its labor* across 
the tabic without being restricted. 

We arc American citizens* we 
love freedom, liberty and the flag, 
and we will never submit to being 
robbed of our freedom by a Con- 
gress of the Railed States. 

Offers Voters Nothing 

Senator Taft is (he ” something 
for nothing* 1 candidate. He asks 
the people for their votes but he 
offers them mulling in return* ex- 
cept empty slogans and appeals to 
prejudice lie is the replica of 
the well-known sketch of the 
frustrated Hi lie man who sits in 
a box to shield himself from the 
outside world — complaining that 
“The people are no good.” 

I f e and the ot her M c( 4 a rt by i 1 es 
and mental contortionists, who 


make up the id if pie of obstruction- 
ists in Congress, are doing their 
utmost to persuade the people that 
black is white and that our victory 
in Korea is really a defeat for the 
A dm ini st ra lion *s foreign poi i ey . 
These are the champions of tire 
upperdog, who succeeded in block- 
ing every move to enact an excess 
profits tax to help finance our 
emergency needs. 

These are the men who fought 
loot It and toenail In undermine the 
Marshall Plan* the Atlantic De- 
fense Pact, and last but not least, 
military and economic aid to 
Korea, before the outbreak there. 
Now they are doing their best to 
breed disunity at home, to under- 
mine our foreign policy, and to 
weaken the support upon which 
the Administration depends In 
meeting I lie challenge of commun- 
ist tyranny. Yet they call them- 
selves anli-t ommunists. 

Tribute to Tracy 

I thank you most sincerely for 
your fine response lo my address 
here this morning, I want to tel! 
you how much I admire your 
great president. We didn't be- 
come acquainted yesterday, Wc 
have known each other for years, 
and in every capacity, serving or* 
ga nixed labor for the public, lie has 
measured up in our expectations, 
rendering a service which we can- 
not appropriately and properly 
evaluate. He is a devoted repre- 
sentative of labor and a devoted 
member of your great organiza- 
tion* B collier Dan Tracy. 

I hope that you will hold a fine 
convention, that you will build 
welt and t lint you will prepare 
for the future, 1 lint, you will stand 
united with the other eight million 
members of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in their determina- 
tion to regain freedom and to re- 
peal the Ta ltd Hartley Law. Then 
when you have finished your work 
in this great city of Miami I hope 
that when you return to your 
homes and your communities ami 
the cities from which you came 
that you will carry back with you 
the fondest memory of a delightful 
visit spent in the great City of 
Alia mi. 

Thank you so much. 
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The Electrical Workers' 



Not Bargained Fur 

The following advertisement ap- 
peared hi a physical culture maga- 
zine: 

“Here's a good test fe-r your mid- 
section muscles. Clasp hands over- 
head and place feet together on the 
floor. Now bend to the right at the 
waist as you sit down to the left of 
your feet. Then, by sheer force of 
your muscles, haul yourself up, bend 
to the left, and sit down on the floor 
to the right of your feet- Stick with 
it, and let us know the results." 

The next day a letter came in. It 
said simply: “Hernia!* 

99 * 


Bright Hoy 

“Now boys/' said the teacher, “1 
want you to hear in mind that the 
affix *stan‘ means ‘the place of/ Thus 
we have Afghanistan, the place of 
the Afghans. Can anyone give me 
another example ?" 

Nobody seemed anxious to do so 
until little Jimmy said proudly: “Yes, 
sir, 1 can : Umbrcllastaii, the place for 
umbrellas!” 

* * * 

Ha mini pht 

“Mother what is a trousseau?" in- 
quired a six -year-old. The mother 
looked across the room at her hus- 
band, who was hiding behind a paper, 
and said, “A tmusseau is the clothes 
the bride wears for six or seven years 
after she is married/' 

9 * * 

Same Ol' Chase 

“That girl frankly admits she is 
looking b»r a husband." 

“So am l. M 

“Why, 1 thought you had one!" 

“So 1 have, and 1 spend most of 
my time looking for him/ 1 

* * * 

Knee Trouble 

M imager’s wife: "1 put my husband 
in the hospital because of knee 
trouble." 

Beauty operator: “Water on it?” 

Manager's wife: “No. Private secre- 
tary." 

o * * 

Economics Lesson 

Millionaires, it seems, are born, not 
made. Take Andrew Carnegie. Even 
as a small boy, be bad a shrewd ©ye 
for extra dividends* At the grocer's 
one day he was offered some cherries. 


He refused. Didn't be like cherries, 
asked the grocer* Sure, be did. “Well, 
then/ 1 sold the man, “have some/ 1 
And he picked up a handful and 
dropped them in young Carnegie's 
cap. 

“Why didn't you take them your- 
self?" bis mother asked later, 

“Because,” said Andivw, “Ids band 
was bigger than mine." 

* 9 * 

Easy Winner 

Needing a new secretary, the firm's 
manager decided to have applicants 
judged by a psychologist. Three girls 
were interviewed together* 

“What do two and two make?” 

“Four,” one answered promptly. 

To the same question the second girl 
replied: “It might be 22,” 

The third girl answered: “It might 
he 22 and it might be four." 

When the girls had left the room, 
the psychologist turned triumphantly 
to the manager. 

“The re/ 1 he said: “that's what psy- 
chology does. The first girl said the 
obvious thing. The second smelled a 
rat. The third was going to have it 
both ways. Now, which girl will you 
have ?" 

The manager did not hesitate. “I'll 
have the blonde with the blue eyes/' 
he said. 

* + j» 

And Feel Better 

Johnnie had been disobedient, and 
finally his tear her asked him in stay 
after school. 

“Johnnie/* she began, “t have to 
mark the report cards this evening. 
Now, what do you think l should do 
about yours?" 

“Well.” said the youngster, “I think 
you really ought to go home and 
have a good dinner and rest before 
you mark mine." 

9 9 9 

Fair and Warmer 

The captain shouted down to the 
crew of a ferry boat: “Is there a 
Mackintosh down there lo keep two 
you n g 1 ad ies w a rm ? ' * 

“No," came the answer, “hut there 
is a McPherson who’s willing to try." 


Battle of Bulge 

Customer: “Do women's slacks come 
in odd sizes?" 

Clerk: “No, they get that way from 
being worn." 

♦ 9 9 

A Lot at Steak 

Hostess: “Are you sure you can cut 
your steak?" 

Small boy: “Sure, we often have il 
this tough at home/ 1 

9 * # 

Out of Gas 

Service station man: “How much 
gasoline does the tank in your car 
hold?" 

Autoist: “I don't know, I've never 
bad enough money to get it filled yet." 

9 9 * 

Bight Number 1 

A woman's anguished voice shrilled 
over the telephone. “Oh, officer, two 
young men are trying t» get into my 
room through the window." 

“Sorry, lady/ 1 was the reply. 
“You've made a mistake* This isn't 
Police H end quarters. This is the Fire 
Station," 

“Gh t I know that,” said the voice, 
impatiently, “it's the Fire Station I'm 
after. They need a longer ladder/’ 

* * 0 

Extra Service 

A travelling salesman sent his wife 
a check and in the space marked 
amount he wrote 1,000 kisses* In a 
few days he received a wire which 
read, “Thanks. Milk mail Cttkhed 

check." 

9 9 9 

G rave Offense 

Officer: “! ketched this here guy 
pinchin' bananas off a fruit stand,” 
Judge: “Ah! Impersonating an ufli- 
cer! Two years. Next case." 

9 9 * 

Direction Finder 

“Stop looking at that watch,” said 
the golfer to the caddy as the two 
were searching for a lost ball that had 
disappeared in among the trees. 

“This ain't no watch. It's a com- 
pass,” was the answer. 





“Hey Mac! You sure the paper said the hurricane was over?' 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

(Continued from ptiye 44) 

jurisdiction by the A. P. of L. as 
i he parent organization, litis been 
tni ally ignored hy the Building 
Trades l )cpnrt men! . I locisions 
were rendered (in the building 
trades) in such a manner as 1 n 
lend eonvincement In i lie belief 
that disputes were settled on the 
basis of group consideration rather 
than recognition of tin* fondamen- 
tnl necessity nf n trade Iwyinmiing 
and finish hi*; the mechanical work 
required in the installation of 1 ht- 
I rode job. There is amide proof 
of failure of proper settlement of 
disputes hr the Build ht" Trades 
I department. Several jurisdictional 
Boards of Awards under various 
rules of procedure in which the 
employer had equal representation, 
have lieen created. Despite the 
omit ton of these hoards, successful 
settlement was never accomplished. 
Whereas, in tile previous construc- 
tion of hoards internal polities 
prevented proper decisions* in the 
next construction of boards dif- 
ficulties were eo in pounded by in- 
ternal polities being multiplied by 
euusidcratinu of employer profits 
anil preferences. 

Balance of Power 

The general contractors, not 
recognized hy the Electrical Work- 
er* m the proper employers with 
whom wages, hours and working 
conditions for our members, should 
be negotiated, constitute a tin la nee 
of power exerting tremendous in- 
fluence in the operation of the in- 
effective jurisdictional boards es* 

I a bibbed within the IVuiitiinu 
Trades ! Vpartmcnt, Within the 
framework of such constituted tri- 
bunals, the JBEW, as a n organ- 
ization recognizing the electrical 
cun-traotor as the legitimate cm- 
plover in the electrical construc- 
tion field, cannot under any cir- 
eu i m stances properly protect 1 he 
earning opportunities of electrical 
workers through any jurisdictional 
board setup influenced, proecdur* 
ally or otherwise by general con* 
tractors who employ the members 
of several other building trades 
crafts directly and who arc a purtj 
tu tile negotiation of economic 


working agreements with such 
other crafts. 

Lastly, under the Taft-1 huilcy 
Act the brilliant idea was conceived 
that government interference in 
jurisdictional disputes eould he 
avoided by conforming to pro- 
cedures approved by the then cele- 
brated General roundel to the Na- 
tional Labor Gelation* Board. So 
in an effort In escape government 
interferences in jurisdiH ional mat- 
ters the Building Trades Depart- 
ment abdicated, us it were, to an 
individual representative of gov- 
ernment. It is now ait obvious fact 
the conditions bail at first were 
next made worse and finally matte 
damnable and destructive to the 
protection of rightful jurisdiction. 

Some few of the organizations 
whose jurisdiction is somewhat lim- 
ited by specmlizalion are propor- 
tionately less serioufily affected 
than is our Brotherhood. 

By reason of electricity rapidly 
becoming the exclusive source of 
power, generation and distribution, 
it is inevitable that electricity en- 
ters every field of industry and 
electrical workers must follow elec- 
tricity. St is patently necessary 
that electrical workers must handle 
cupper and other metal as conduc- 
tors ol electricity, steel as supports 
and protective housing of conduc- 
tors rubber and plastic ns insula- 
tion of conductors; motors and all 
kinds ol electrical apparatus; and 
perform all preparatory mechan- 
ical work necessary lu installation. 

Our members employed by elec- 
trical power and utility companies 
have also been subjected to attack 
upon their jurisdiction by other 
trades, t 'mist met hm linemen, as 
well as const met ion inside wire- 
men, are likewise subjected to at- 
tack upon tluir jurisdiction. 

It is, therefore, necessary that 
the administrative officers of the 
Brotherhood he empowered to take 
such action as is deemed advisable 
in affording our members proper 
protection against improper en- 
croachment on their earning op- 
portunities. I am, therefore, in 
lids report, reeoia mending to this 
Convention that the incoming In- 
ternational President and the in- 
coming Executive Council, he au- 


thori/ed to withdraw the Inierna- 
tioiud Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers from affiliation with the 
Building and Const met ion Trades 
Department of the A. \ \ of L, at 
any time llm Intermtiomd Presi- 
dent and Executive Co one it lie* 
come convinced that continuation 
of a fill ia ikm with the department 
cannot he permitted except at the 
cost of irreparable detriment to 
the success of the Brotherhood in 
the protection of the rightful earn- 
ing opportunities uf its members. 

This would not necessarily re- 
quire the disaffiliation of local un- 
ions with Local Building Trades 
Councils unless by and at the ac- 
tion of such Local Building Trades 
( Vmnrilg, 

The eon vent ion is requested to 
take definite action on the fore- 
going recommendation. 

Conclusion 

Tliis report advises as ils pur- 
pose the giving of a condensed ac- 
counting of my administration ns 
International President and to ac- 
quaint you with the progress our 
Brotherhood inis enjoyed since the 
1!M8 Convention. 1 want to In* 
cert nin that every delegate will un- 
derstand that the report as such 
is not nu accounting of accomplish- 
ments hy your International I ‘resi- 
dent; rather it is the record of 
progress made by and through the 
effort, assistance, cooperation ami 
enterprise of the local unions, the 
International Organizers and Rep- 
resentatives, Assistants, the Ex 
ccutivo Council members, the Vice 
Presidents and other International 
officer*. Without such cooperation 
by the local unions, the appointive 
representatives and the elected of- 
ficers, the progress enjoyed eould 
not have been attained. The healthy 
condition of our Brotherhood as a 
mirror reflects accomplishments re- 
sult lug from solidity that conquers 
all opposition from without and 
does nut permit of destructive ef- 
fort from within. 

My report is thus concluded 
willt deepest appreciation for sup- 
port given anil sincerest wishes for 
the continued success of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, 
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OINCel TO $P[U 

CANCEL OUT LETTERS UNTIL 
YOU CAN SPEUAN FlECTRKAl 
WORO 


^WlP| fflHt (mo 
CAT BLUES 
BLACK OX 
ROUTE LETTERS 
FIX IT YOURSELF 


and please give Papa an 
Electric train of his very own 
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TAKE 4 PENCIL AND TRACE THE WIRING OF 
TMttf UGHTS. ASK DAD TO OIECK YOU If WIRING 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 

(Continued from jmge 60) 

Since our hint convention. the 
International Office adopted Ihc 
practice of serially numbering hs 
I )ecalcc>iuftnia Label No* 23953, 
and since 1 he first ones were dis- 
t rilmted Into in 1948, more than 
25 million have been issued* 

Since January 1919, over 45,000 
metal labels have liven issued. 

Since January 1950, 2,01X1000 
serially * numbered Fabrication 
Labels No. 22577 have been issued. 
Frevious to that dale, unnumbered 
labels were used. 

STOCK AND MAIL 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Daniel S, Wrcnn, Supervisor 

Tins department is responsible 
for the ordering of all printed ma- 
terial, receipt tanks, stationery, 
constitutions, pamphlets, envelopes 
etc., both for the use of our local 
unions and for use in the Inter- 
nal ioital Office. This is i lie depart* 
meat also responsible for the dis- 
patching of supplies to local unions 
as well ns mail from the various 
offices of (tie 1*0* It may he inter- 
est hm fur our members to know 
the volume of supplies and mail 
that lias been processed from the 
Stoek Department since the report 
to the 1948 Convent ion. 

It is estimated that approximate- 
ly 15,000 receipt books, 10,000 local 
union record books, over 150,000 
application blanks, a milium pieces 
of stationery, 250,000 Dentil Items 
tit blanks, 200,000 < N institutions, 
and inure than 000.000 pamphlets 
have Iwcn sent out from our office 
since the last convent inn. to soy 
nothing of the thousands of other 
items such as posters, chart its, 
scrolls, display material, forms, 
seals, etc* 

By our rough estimate ton morn 
limn 25,0()0 parcels were wrapped 
and sent nut from the stockroom 
in the past two years urn! about 
300,000 pieces of lirst class mail 
were sorted, stamped and dis- 
patched. 

There have been a number of 
innovations in our department 
since the last convent ion, lit an 
effort to save time, simplify and 
expedite mailing ami eliminate 


hand-stamping of mail by all the 
individual departments a postal 
machine was installed in the stock- 
room and all mail is charged and 
stamped on this machine. 

Also with the idea in mind to 
coordinate and simplify the work 
in the Intermit imm I Office all ma- 
chines for processing work in quan- 
tity wore transferred to the Stock 
ami Mail Department. After sten- 
cils arc prepared in the various of- 
fices of the l.BFAW, they arc run 
off on the mimeograph or ditto 
machine, in I he stockroom. 

Another new feature in our de- 
partment since the last convention 
report, concerns the installing of 
equipment whereby photostating 
can lie done right hern in our own 
building. Formerly photostating, 
which is a frequent item at the 
I.O., was sent out to n Jirm which 
performed such service. Often 
three or four days’ wait wax cus- 
tomary, which often created a 
hardship for our International Of- 
ficers anil Representatives who 
needed such photostatic copies im- 
mediately, for negotiation pur- 
poses, etc. Now photostating is 
done in a matter of minutes or 
hours, depending on the size of the 
job. 

New supplies for the conveni- 
ence of mir members are being 
added daily to our regular stock. 
These are being stored and dis- 
patched as needed The aim of our 
department is to send out supplies 
the same day the order is received 
here at headquarters, and to give 
our members efficient service al- 
ways. 

That concludes the report of our 
Department heads. 

Vs I close my report to this 
Twenty-fourth Convention of our 
Brotherhood, l wish to express my 
ni n cere t hanks to President Tracy f 
nnd to all the International Officers 
and staff for their help and co- 
operation in the past two years. 

I wish also to thunk our local 
union officers and every member of 
our Brotherhood for all their kind- 
ness and assistance during my term 
as International Secretary. I am 
most grateful to you all for the 
splendid cooperation you have 
given me. 


LABOR IS PLAGUED 
BY LEGAL PROBLEMS 

(Continued from jmt/v 72) 
union or your own local union 
would be. There are not many 
local union Imisurics which could 
easily bear that type of disburse- 
ment amt if union treasuries can 
bo wrecked by damage suits the 
necessary money will not be avail- 
able for performing the services 
which are required to achieve 
union objectives. 

Tin- re has also been a recent 
decision of I he NLRB which 1 
wish i*i call to your attention in 
this connection. Tim Board ruled 
in the Parin' Pm ('omjuniif cm* 
that failure to pay assessments can- 
not be used as a reason for dis 
charging an employe in a union 
shop. In this particular case the 
Board ordered an A. F. of L. Fed- 
eral Labor Fnion to pay two years 
back wages in the employe who 
claimed discrimination. Again you 
can see what a Irnek wage payment 
for two years would mean to the 
average local union. 

I also wish to point out that the 
replacement of former I intend 
Counsel Denham docs not mean 
that the Taft-1 lari ley Law has 
boon repealed. 1 believe we can 
be grateful for Denham’s replace 
men! because (here will be less 
arbitrary enforcement of the law 
but a change in fiovcrniuent of* 
beers ilues uot change one word of 
the taw* 

The fundamental point is that 
the Ta ft Hartley Act wax put on 
the book* to render unions inef- 
fective and to reduce their power 
to do a job for their membership. 
The only way to clear the road for 
carrying on our legitimate activi- 
ties, which we believe are in tlm 
interest not only of union mem 
bers but also of (he Nation, is lo 
exercise our political strength at 
the polls xo that when the new 
Congress convenes in 1951 the 
first order of business will he re- 
peal of the Taft- Hart lev Act, 

( T h is a ddre ss tc hie h n 'trs sc h c d u It 1 d 
for del in n/ tm Friday, October 
20 r tens received for the recant 
because of the cnrUer ierminaiimi 
of the coo re of ton.) 
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Organizing Record of 
Local 1 Outstanding 

L.J\ 1. ST. LOUIS, MO.— Local No. 
1 h as an enviable record for the organ- 
ization of its various branches of the 
electrical industry in the St. Louis 
area. With the exception of one 
large fixture house, every branch of 
the electrical industry is either or- 
ganized or in the final stages of or- 
gankatlon, This has been accomplish- 
ed mainly through the hard work of 
the business manager and his assist- 
ants- 

The local’s jurisdiction covers about 
75 mites and is divided into districts 
which are staffed by a business repre- 
sentative who is responsible for t h«- 
successful management of his dis- 
trict, In addition, there is one repre- 
sentative assigned to Charter B in em- 
bers in each of the branches of 
manufacturing and radio and tele? vi- 
sion. 

The biggest problem for the local 
has been in the residential field. 
Here, the local's problem has not been 
to keep the men in the union field, but 
rather to supply contractors doing 
this class of work with enough experi- 
enced wi remen. 

First, Local No. 1 formed a special 
house-wiring branch, limited to the 
wiring of residential property, store 
buildings, and repairs and extensions 
to existing wiring. 

Then, the local organized training 
classes where men could learn this 
phase of electrical work. The St. 
Louis School Board agreed to hold 
four classes a week for men in this 
branch of work if Local No. X sup- 
plied competent instructors. The 
frame work of a complete five-room 


residence with provisions for an ade- 
quate electrical system was built in 
the classrooms- By actually working, 
the men gain a practical knowledge 
of all phases of this work, including 
the national underwriters code, lay- 
out work, and the efficient use of time 
off the job. 

At present, there are four classes 
with about 20 men in each. The in- 
structors are Claude Fitzgerald, Louis 
Knutsen, Leo Brunner, Roy Stahl, anil 
Jim Burger. 

It has been a time-consuming task 
for the business representative to 
organize these classes and supply the 
trained i instructors, but the local has 
profited by the addition of one more 
class of union members. 

A total of 100 years of union mem- 
bership was represented when Local 
No. 1, LB.E.W., honored 50-year mem- 
bers Charles D. Welch and Emile G. 
Wander- international Vice-President 
Frank W. Jacobs presented the veter- 
an members with 50-year pins and 
senilis on behalf of ihe International 
Office. The presentation was made 
October 5 at a special ceremony dur- 
ing a regular local meeting. 

Welch was born July 28, 18G4 in 
Independence, Iowa. His first job was 


as an office boy in the Electric and 
Gas Light Co. He learned enough 
about the electrical business to work 
as an electrician at the American 
Electric Co. of Chicago. He moved to 
St. Louis and married Miss Florence 
Coddington in 18115. They had five 
children — three girls and two boys, 
both of whom are in the electrical 
business- Son Hubert is a member of 
the Union Electric Local Union. 

A Bay’s Pay 

Welch was paid $2 JO for a 10-haur 
day at the turn of the century, and in 
1902 f he received $5.00 n day at t la- 
st. Louis World’s Fair. 

He retired as superintendent of the 
school board, where he had worked 
for 33 years. 

Wander was born July 27, 1 M ilG at 
14X5 So. Third SL, St. Louis. He 
started his career in the old Pullman 
shops, and also worked on the World's 
Fair. He retired from the Anheuser- 
Busch Brewery. 

Wander married Miss Agues Dec- 
kelman, a St. Louis girl, in 1890, and 
they were the parents of five boys and 
two girls. He now lives with a 
daughter at 4501 McDonald Ave. 

Frank Katffmaw P. S. 


Honoring Veteran Members of Local Union One , St. Louis 



Fifty-year pins and scrolls were presented to veteran members Charles D. Welch and Emile G. Wander at a meeting 
of Local No. 1, LB,E,W. by International Vice-President Frank Jacobs, From left are: Jacobs, Welch* Robert Welch, 
his son: Hillard Mueller, who succeeded Welch as superintendent of the school hoard: Wander, and Local No, I Pres- 
ident John O'Shea. At right: Charles D. Welch, left, and Emile Wander and International Vice-President Frank Jacobs. 
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Instruction for St. Louis Apprentices 
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Residential wiring instruction class. Leo Brunner, Local 
No. t instructor* In background the frame work of a com- 
plete five -room residence. 


Class of residential apprentices in school room taking the 
related theory subject. Left rear: Roy Si aid, Local No. 1 
instructor. Right: John O'Shea, Local No, l president. 


Thoughts as Campaign 
Draws to a Climax 

L. t . 3, NEW YORK. NEW YORK 

The election campaigns are in their 
last week and the mud Is flying fast 
and furiously here in Now York State 
as this is being written but by the 
time it is read the elections will bo 
history and we will k now if organized 
labor as a whole really got out and did 
something to remove the Tuft-Hart- 
ley hoys from Congress* If that comes 
to pass, and we sure hope it does, then 
we truly will have much to be 1 thank- 
ful for on Thanksgiving Day, 

Much, we might almost say every- 
thing, depends on what the State of 
Ohio does with Senator Taft, From 
alt reports the newspapers art! all for 
him but then the newspapers had 
Dewey elected in 194$ so there is al- 
ways hope until the last ballot is 
counted. When we know who has been 
elected we can again go to work to 
do our part to make this a better 
world to live in, 

With the knowledge that this letter 
will appeal when Christmas shopping 
and pro pa rations will be in full swing 
and that time for reading will he Inn 
tted we make our contribution for this 
month brief. 

We t here fore close with best wishes 
for God's Blessing and a Happy 
Christmas to all the officers and mem- 
bers of the LB*E*W. 

Frederick v. eeoh, p. s, 

» • * 

President of Local 11 

Dead of Heart Attack 

L. V. 1!, LOS ANGELES, CALIF.- 
The loss of our President has sadden- 
ed Local Union 11* Brother Bob 


SclrweikeiW heart failed him as ho 
sat at his desk working. 

Brother Hob was not a man for 
much talk, and an eulogistic write-up 
would not be to his liking* So, I can't 
say all the things that are in my 
heart* .lust say that we have lost an 
honest and capable officer whose place 
will be hard to till I and those of us 
who knew him lost a dear friend. 

To Brother Webb Cl roe a, who ta kes 
over the office and feels the loss as we 
nil do, l any good hick and best wishes 
for a happy and successful term. 

Ray Dunns, P. S. 

• » t 

Group Studies Lost - 
Time Accident Rate 

L, F. 17, DETROIT, MICH. Aftei 
the close of World War ll T the lost- 
time accident rate was on the Increase 
ill the Overhead Lines Department of 
the Detroit Edison Company. What 
should be done to atop this alarming 
lost-time rate from Increasing was on 
everyone's in hid, Business Manager 
A. J. .Simpson recommended to the 
Executive Board that a uniou-umuage 
meat joint safety committee should 
lie established* This committee was 
to review all accidents, safety rules, 
and unsafe conditions. The Executive 
Board concurred In the business man- 
ager's recommendation* Simpson 
then stated his proposal lo the super- 
intendent of the Overhead Lines Dr 
jmrtment and it was accepted whole- 
heartedly* 

The committee was appointed as 
follows: Union representatives, A. J. 
Simpson, Paul Knight, Thomas Ma- 
lone and Frank Parmonler, manage 
ment ivpresentuli vr, Robert Douglas, 
safety engineer, John Drummond, 


superintendent of overhead lines, 
William Schairer, assistant superin- 
tendent of overhead lines, Verne 
Weitzke and Lamarr Smith, safety co- 
ordinators of overhead lines. Manage- 
ment supplemented Its committee oc- 
casionally with a general foreman or 
divisional supervisor oT the district 
where a serious accident had occurred 
and the union called In the steward of 
that particular work location or ware- 
house. 

This committee met about once a 
month unless specially convened. 
They spent many times more than the 
required eight hours per day because 
everyone on this commit lee was safe- 
ty conscious. They welcomed all and 
any safety' suggestions which were 
turned in to the stewards or forwarded 
directly to Local 17 to ho turned over 
to the Safety Committee for review at 
the joint meetings. 

From these meetings many good 
proposals were forthcoming. If new 
equipment was suggested and the com 
mitten felt that the proposed safety 
equipment had merit, enough equip- 
ment was purchased to place it on 
trial in the field. After sufficient time 
had elapsed to give lids equipment a 
fair trial, a concensus of opinion was 
requested, and if a favorable report 
was forthcoming, this new equipment 
became standard equipment for every 
one engaged in the trade, 

A record of the minutes of each 
meeting was kept and mimeographed 
and copies were sent to each Ware- 
house. Thu men then had an oppor- 
tunity to ascertain for themselves 
what transpired at the meetings and 
since the remarks of each committee- 
man was headed by his name, the 
opinions of every member of the com 
mi t tee was known to everyone, 

Thu result of these meetings set an 
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Detroit Safety Work Is Recognized 



In ion-. Management representatives receive Safely Merit Award from the 
Edison Electric Inst it tile through the Detroit Edison President, James Parker. 
Left to right; Verne Weilzke, safety coordinator, A, J, Simpson, business man- 
ager, John Drummond, superintendent of overhead lines, James Parker, De- 
troit Edison Co, president, William Schairer, assistant superintendent of 
overhead Lines and George Spriggs, president of Local IT. 


unprecedented record in the industry, 
for the Overhead Lines Department of 
the Detroit Edison Company recently 
received a Safety Merit Award from 
the Edison Electric Institute for out- 
standing achievement in accident pre- 
vention. The Overhead Lines is the 
first department to receive this award 
in the Detroit Edison Company's his- 
tory. The employes of the Overhead 
Lines Department worked from Jan- 
uary 20, 1950 to June 30, 1950, a total 
of 1,056,262 consecutive man hours 
without a disabling injury accident. 
All five divisions in the Overhead 
Lines; Northern, Eastern, Oakland, 
Western and Detroit, have at one time 
or another completed a year without, 
a disabling injury. When a division 
completes a year without a lost-time 
accident, that division is given a ban- 
quet with an evening of entert ainm ent 
and words of appreciation from man- 
agement. 

The Detroit Division is in the heart 
of the arsenal of democracy. The 
lines are of greater size and capacity 
than those of other divisions and its 
traffic problems and congestion add 
to the hazards of the trade. Still the 
Detroit Division maintains a continu- 
ity of service that is the envy of other 
utilities. With all these added re- 
sponsibilities, they have shattered all 
national records for they have work- 
ed from December 30, 1948 to August 
26, 1959, a total of 1,043,052 consecu- 
tive hours without a lost-time injury. 

Union-Management Safety Com- 
mittee has paid high dividends and 
special acclaim should go to the com- 
mittee and all the Brothers in the 
trade that have made these mar- 
velous records possible. 

The reports of the delegates to the 
convention will be in the next letter 
to the Journal* We note that Chr ist- 
mas falls on an Executive Board meet- 
ing this year, while New Year's falls 
on a regular meeting. Since the Con- 
stitution states no meetings shall be 
held on a legal holiday, Brothers, take 
due and timely notice. Your press 
secretary wishes each and everyone a 
very happy and safe Christmas. 

Julius Ottkn, P. S, 

• * * 

Stout Support Given 

To Health Insurance 

L. U. 25, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. — 
The day the National Health Insur- 
ance Bill was introduced in Congress, 
the propaganda machines of the 
American Medical Association rolled 
into action. Climaxing this phase of 
their so called “National Education 
Campaign” it is reported they spent 
over $1,000,000 just before the na- 
tional elections, in mud slinging, name 
calling and smearing. 

They ran full page ads in over 11,000 
newspapers and magazines, bought 


time on 1600 radio stations, furnish- 
ed canned editorials and speeches and 
flooded the doctor's offices with circu- 
lars to be distributed to their pa- 
tients and neighbors. 

With $6,000,000 to spend, they have 
not, to date, hrought forth any health 
insurance plan of their own. They 
have been advising the American peo- 
ple to use the voluntary health insur- 
ance plans as the American way. 

They don't tell us that the A.M.A, 
bitterly opposed the “Blue Cross 
Plan” when it was introduced in 1933. 
They used the same method of smear 
“socialism, communism,” etc. Now it 
is the American way. They also 
fought Workmen's Compensation and 
Social Security and as late as 1947, 
fought the Red Cross Blood Bank. 

Last year the American people 
spent hundreds of millions of dollars 
for medical care. Of this, less than 
10 percent was paid for by voluntary 
health insurance plans. 

The voluntary plans are costly for 
the small coverage you get. They are 
definitely not the answer to our med- 
ical and dental care problems. 

Don't let the propaganda of the con- 
trolled press and radio fool you. If 
the A.M.A. had a logical argument 
against National Health Insurance it 
would not have to resort to the trick 
phrases of “socialized medicine, wel- 
fare state and communism.” 

They even advise their speakers not 
to engage in debates where both sides 
of the issue are presented. 

The plan introduced m Congress 
is definitely not the same as the Brit- 
ish plan but they don't tell the Amer- 
ican people that story. 

The A.M.A. has engaged a public 
relations firm (a registered lobby) at 
a fabulous fee to conduct their na- 


tional education campaign for the pur- 
pose of lessening the popular demand 
for, and increasing the objection to, 
Federal and State health insurance 
plans. 

The constitution of the A ALA. 
states that the purpose of the organ- 
ization is to promote the science and 
art of medicine and the betterment 
of public health. That's a joker and 
should be amended. 

Thousands of Americans neglect 
their health simply because they can- 
not afford medical and dental care, A 
compulsory National Health Insur- 
ance Plan is no more un-American 
than Social Security. If all the mem- 
bers of organized labor were to write 
their Congressmen demanding action 
on this bill, we could no doubt wash 
out one of the largest lobbies in 
Washington. 

Work in our jurisdiction is still 
holding up. So far, the credit controls 
on the purchasing of small homes has 
had no ill effects. We are looking for- 
ward to the easing of these controls 
in the near future. 

The membership is to be congratu- 
lated on the election of Brothers Mark 
Costello and Walter Knmimus as 
members of the Industrial Stabiliza- 
tion Board. 

Brother Joe Currie and his sick and 
accident committee are having a social 
get-together for the members and 
their wives at the Union Hall on 
Saturday, October 28. Best wishes 
for a highly successful evening, Joe. 

Congratulations to all the Interna- 
tional Officers on their unanimous re- 
election to office at the Miami Conven- 
tion. Best wishes for a successful 
four years. 

Local Union No, 25 extends Christ- 
mas and New Year's Greeting to all 
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Letter From Local Union 50, Oakland, California, gives details of this big job* Men shown include, standing, from left; 
Chas. Moore, M* 11* Murray, Jas, L. Lowery, C\ Dale Gibson, foreman, M. VY. Jacnx, 1. J. Hunter, A, E, Wallon, fore- 
man, Dan Sullivan, Craig Walton, Angus Gray, IX T. Tyree, L. T. Gatlin, IX W. Baker, foreman, M. iYL Julian, Theo, 
Harmon, Don Orason, Estie Lundy, 0. W* Franklin, general foreman, Wni, Trimble, foreman, Leslie Weber, F. IX Hel- 
ton, Joe Rogers, supL Bechtel Corp,, M, J* Hessler, E. A, Grove, T* T, Riley, Carl Johnson, IX B* Lee, J* \V. Baker, R. 
D, Sears, IX IX Kothberg, Wra. Wagner, I'ele DuBois. Front row : W. C. Beaman, E* A, Srader, L. V, Keller, Chas W. Mc- 
Clure, George Williams, A* F, Lawrence, foreman, George Wagner, steward, J* M, Anderson, G.E. Rep*, Lu. Faeheco, L\ 
L, Bosh art, IX L, Hartman, E. E, Lewis, E, A. Whitney, C. P, Vincent, IX F, Liiidstrom, A, IX Kessler, foreman, Wm. 

La wry, Dan' I Patrick. 


the International Officers and to every 
member of the Brotherhood. Hope all 
you Brothers in the service can be 
home for Christmas, 

Walter Rttleie, P. S. 

* • • 

Baltimore Keglers 
Have Good Season 

L. r. 28, BALTIMORE, MIX— Lust 
month we hud our Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary Celebration and by the time you 
read this the election will be over so 
there really isn't much to talk about; 
however, 1 sure hope that every mem- 
ber took advantage of their rights and 
voted on November the 7th, The rea- 
son every one should vote is explained 
in il little words by Walt Whitman — 
“And by the ballot those who toil 
shall enter into their inheritance.” 

The Bowling League headed by 
Brother John Franz is enjoying one 
of its best seasons. For an evening 
of incomparable pleasure you should 
stop by one Thursday evening and 
enjoy yourself. 

The work in and around Baltimore 
has been holding its own. There are 
several big jobs now in progress but 
material shortages of one sort or an- 
other have not put the labor demand 
above our supply, but it has kept 
everybody working fairly steadily* 


I am very anxious to hear the re- 
ports of the convention delegates for 
I understand that the convention was 
one of the best ever held. From what 
I heard, the hurricane did not stop or 
even slow down the progress of the 
convention but did supply a few thrills 
for those who were there. 

This being a dull month, leaving me 
nothing more to say, 1 will close leav- 
ing you with this little proverb by 
Zimmerman, “'The more you speak of 
yourself, the more you are likely to 
lie” 

A, S* Anderson, P* $. 

# * « 

Huge Switchyard 

Rises in California 

L. IT. 50, OAKLAND, CALIF.— The 
Contra Costa Switchyard now under 
construction near Antioch, California, 
on the San Joaquin River, when com- 
pleted, will be one of the largest 
switchyards of its kind in the country. 
Contra Costa Steam Plant and its 
switchyard are being built by Bechtel 
Corporation For the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company, the utility serving 
most of Northern and Central Cali- 
fornia, at a cost of $51,500 ,GQG. The 
power plant initially will have three 
main generators with a total output 
of 402,000 horsepower. The yard 


alone is 770 feet long by 220 feet wide 
in total plant and yard acreage of 220. 

The yard will eventually contain to 
breakers for controlling the circuits. 
There will be four circuits coming in 
from power transformers at the plant, 
two bus section a lining circuits, two 
bus paralleling circuits, and seven out- 
going lines for transmission at 220,- 
0(H) volts. 

The operation and protection of the 
switchyard circuits and associated 
equipment, such as power transform- 
ers and generators, will he controlled 
by Impulse-type Oil Circuit Breakers 
and Disconnects manufactured by 
General Electric Company. The break- 
ers arc type FG 2X0 rated 1,000 am- 
peres — 2X0,000 volts — and are capable 
of interrupting 10,000,000 KVA. These 
breakers cun clear a faulted circuit in 
three cycles or 1 /20th of a second and 
close back and re-establish the circuit 
in 20 cycles or 1/X of a second. The 
breakers are a three-pole arrange- 
ment with each pole separately sup- 
ported on a concrete foundation. Each 
pole has its own air -pneumatically- 
operated mechanism* The air pressure 
in the mechanisms are automatically 
maintained at the correct value at all 
times. The three mechanisms are in- 
terlocked electrically to assure simul- 
taneous closing and opening of the 
three pole-breakers. 

There are two sets of three-pole 
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Honoring Veto ran Members of Local Union 59 , Dallas , Texas 



Gathering lit (he Baker llnlt*!, Dallas, as Local I njun 59 honored its old-time mcmhiTH, 1 11 smaller pict nn* at lefl. 
Internal iimul President IL W, Tracy is shown addressing I he banquet Seated at his side is Frank W. Graham, Busi- 
ness Manager of the local. At right, President Tracy presents service |>in to C. A. flush, 50- year member. Others 
honored were: (10 year members): Charles Cornell Is, J. IL Rhodes, F, I). E^an, (35 year members): M. S. Allen, 
A# L. Alston, Many Ballard. tt, IL Bryant, L. K Darsey, Waller Leach (30 year members): C, A, Benedict, It. IL Cnl* 
haul), W, J, Cox, Jr., W. T, Edgar, W. S. Gordon, F, Rice Jones, T. >L Kersey, A, G* Klein Feld, F, M. Landrum, R. 
IL Btipard, V. II. TorberL <25 year members): Joe H, Berry, T, D, Betts, W. M. Buckley, E. C. Clevenger, Julius Dry. 
Thus C* Estes, C* E. Flowers, R. P, Cano, J. E. Gebert, Sum Janetti, E. L, Jernigun, Su„ ICoy Johnson, IL L. K kipper. 
Worth Peak, Jr. (20 year members): IVrn. E, Arttwine, C* B. Brown. W, L Buchanan, Lawrence Da rsey, R. L. Everitt, 
William Gross, II, EL Harmon, Clyde Lohr, Win. IL Mizetl, J. L. Try, IL D, Wimberly. 


i sol a t i n g 1 1 i sconec t s w i tc hr 1 s mo u n t ed 
directly over the circuit breakers. The 
outgoing line circuits have an addi- 
tion to the isolating switches— a by* 
pass switch mounted above the iso- 
lating switches and a ground device 
that can ground the transmission line 
when necessary— all of these switches 
are gang-operated from the ground. 

There arc 14 bays of airs witches 
made by Pacific Electric Mfg. Co- 
The job will require 550 tons of 
steel. Equipment on the job consists 
of two cranes and two A-frame trucks. 
The yard was started on April 1st, 
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All men are furnished by Local 50 for 
outside work. Brotherhood Local 302 
has all inside work. Both locals are 
working harmoniously together. 

Dan Situ van. 
I.K3IJE WKRKK. 

• * • 

Meeting Attendance 
Picks Up for Local 

L. IL 52, NEWARK, N. J. The past 
few months have witnessed a sub- 


stantial Increase in the number of 
members attending our meetings, and* 
what Is more important, taking an 
active part in the proceedings. 

Several of the younger members 
have displayed a definite conscious- 
ness of what membership in un organ- 
ization such us Local No. 52 can mean 
l*i them. When one considers that our 
actuarial age is btK it is heartening 
to know that there will be those who 
will watch over and maintain the 
tradition ami conditions established 
by their predecessors. 
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The Night Before Christmas 


‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through 
the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

Tire stockings were hung by the chimney with care. 
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would he there; 
The children u eie nestled all snug in their beds, 
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads; 
And Mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap* 

Had just settled our brains for a long winter's nap. 
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter. 
Away to the window 1 flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash. 
The moon, on the breast of the new-fallen snow, 
Gave a luster of mid day to objects below; 

When, what to my \v undering eyes should appear. 
Hut a miniature sleigh* and eight tiny reindeer. 
With a little old driver, so lively and cjuick, 

1 knew in a moment it must be St. Nick. 

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came. 

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by 
name: 

Now, Dasher! now, Dancer t now, Prancer and 
Vixen ! 

On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Dotider and Blitzen’ 
To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall! 
Now, dash away* dash away, dash away, all! 0 
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly. 
When they meet with an obstacle* mount to the sky 
So, up to the house top the coursers they flew. 
With the sleigh full of toys— and St* Nicholas, too. 


And then in a twinkling 1 heard on the roof 
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. 

As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 
Down the chimney St* Nicholas came with a bound. 
He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot, 
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes ami 
soot: 

A bundle of toys lie had flung on his back. 

And lie looked like a peddler just opening his pack. 
His eyes how they twinkled 1 his dimples how merry! 
His checks were like roses, his nose like a cherry; 
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow. 
And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow. 
The stump of a pipe lie held tight in his teeth. 
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath; 
He had a broad face and a little round belly 
'Fliat shook* when he laughed* tike a bowlful of 
jelly. 

He was chubby and plump — a nghr jolly old elf; 
And i laughed when I saw him, in spite of rnyself. 
A wink of his eye, and a twist of his head* 

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread 
lie spoke not a word, but went straight to his work. 
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk* 
And laying his finger aside of his nose* 

And giving a nod* up the chimney he rose. 

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle* 
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle; 
Hut 1 heard him exclaim* ere lie drove out of sight. 
Happy Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight! 0 

—Clement Clarke Moore 
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These gains that have been wrung 
(in many instances) at employer em- 
ploye parleys for over half a century 
must be zealously guarded lost one fal- 
tering step be the start of a backward 
slide, ending only when one’s pos- 
terior is on the ground. The indiffer- 
ence one displays to small working 
rules such as carrying material in his 
own car, using nipples or angle iron 
frames not made on the job may well 
serve as the banana peel on the road 
to further progress. 

A fearless administration of these 
rules by competent officer a will serve 
as an inspiration for the local mem* 
bership to uphold conditions and en- 
courage the youth of the local to re- 
port any infractions that occur, se- 
cure in the knowledge that they are 
performing their duty and need not 
fear any repercussions. 

The apprentice training course and 
the fine coaching of the older me- 
chanics has developed many fine me- 
chanics, An allied course in the rudi- 
ments of unionism, the Constitution 
of the I.B.E.W., and the bylaws of the 
local would further equip the new 
generation with the means of becom 
big a complete mechanic. 

Francis Mackey, P. S. 

# * * 

Detroit has Fine 
Athletic Program 

L. 1. 58, DETROIT, M It'll. —Locals 
outside of Detroit report and describe 
very fine athletic programs. Here m 
Detroit, we feel that we are not blow- 
ing tile brass horn too loudly when we 
go out on the limb and state that the 
athletic activities sponsored by our 
local union will compare favorably 
with the best of then*. To substantiate 
this statement, permit nic to review 
and recapitulate the activities of the 
“sports department” of our local 
union during the past year. 

Heading the list, as usual, are our 
baseband's. Our hard bull aggrega- 
tion captured the playoff trophy of the 
strong Detroit and Wayne County 


IN n I Ico 

John T. Ryan, president of 
L.U. 1048* 701 K. of P. Build- 
ing, Indianapolis, Indiana, asked 
us to report that his wife lost 
her ring, an oval-cut amethyst 
with raised mounting of gold on 
white gold, in a ladies room of 
I he McAllister Hotel. 

Preside it l Ryan says the ring 
was not valuable but had a 
sentimental value and they 
would be most grateful for its 
return if it luckily had been 
found by one of our delegates’ 
wives. 
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Notice to Press Secretaries 

Many of our new press secretaries have been writing us regarding 
the deadline date for copy to the Journal. We thought a little notice 
might be helpful to all. 

All copy for the Journal must, be received at the International Office 
on the first of the month preceding the date of issue. That is, all 
copy for the January issue, must reach us on or before the first of 
December. We realize that often news which our press secretaries 
report, gets out of date before it is published, but we have worked 
out the best possible system for service to all. 

Of course copy reaching us, say the fourth or fifth of November 
ami which could not be used in this December issue because it reached 
us too late — the Journal was already being set up then — will be old 
news before it appears in the January issue. However, all material 
sent us late in October and reaching us November 1, will not have too 
great a time lapse, as it appears in this issue reaching you well before 
the first of December date which issue it is. 

There is a great deal of work involved in getting an 80-page maga- 
zine (and this one was 128 pages) edited and printed and mailed to 
nearly half-million members. Our staff arid our funds are limited 
and yet the work is accomplished in a little over two weeks. 

We write this so you will understand what we are up against and 
that we have worked out the best schedule possible to give service to 
you. 

We appreciate so much your splendid letters and the fine way you 
have cooperated with us. 

J. Scott Milne, Editor 


Federation of Labor League for the 
fifth consecutive year. This year’s win 
was an exceptionally ouUUuditig one. 
After dropping the first game in a 
two- game loss knockout playoff, our 
"pros" played pressure baseball the 
rest of the way without encountering 
that fatal knockout punch. Whenever 
the pitching sagged, the hitting power 
was always at hand to step in and fill 
the breach. Manager Ray Blagden 
seem i (I to feel modest when pressed 
for a contributing factor to their suc- 
cessful campaign. Remarked Ray, 
“When my regulars show up at game 
time, 1 am all set." 

Our howlers started their 1950-5 1 
season with their usual large numer- 
ical le presentation of 25 man teams. 
Team membership is restricted to 
journeymen and apprentices of our 
local, but visitors from other localities 
within our jurisdiction are always 
welcome. Our local sponsors the en- 
tire league of 20 teams, furnishing 
shirts at jeguku intervals, and sub- 
sidizing each team’s entry fee into 
two tournaments during the course of 
the season. League affairs are co- 
ordinated extensively by Athletic Di- 
rector and League President Clarence 
“Hap” Eh Her. Hap says, 41 We do not 
bowl good, but we do bowl loud* We 
aim, fire and Step back." Well, sir. 
you can seek them out any Wednes- 
day evening at the Red Mill Recrea- 
tion having a good time, more inter- 
ested in the social angle of the game 
than in the numerical value of their 
scores. 

Our local sponsors two teams into 
the Detroit and Wayne County Fed- 
eration of Labor Bowling League. As 


far as winners are concerned, our 
howlers here are way behind the base- 
ball team. Sonny Nuyttcn's Electron- 
ics Number Two team applied pres- 
sure howling a few seasons back and 
did produce a winner. Murray Birme’s 
strong Electronics Number One aggre- 
gation was u serious threat the great* 
er part of Inst season, just missing out 
by a narrow margin in the end. Per- 
haps happier days are in store for 
them this year. 

The golfers also received a little 
action, after a few years’ of lull. This 
year’s tournament was well attended, 
and a nice time was had by all who 
had the fortitude to come out and 
participate. 

John Maser, P. S. 


Montana Veterans 
Receive Cards 

L. u. 65, 111 TTE, MONTANA— Top 
of the news in past review was the 
joint pinning ceremonies on April 15, 
1950 for LB.E.W. cardmen of 25 
years or more, Butte Locals 022 and 
G5 honored 93 “Old-Timers." (See 
pictures.) 

Twenty-five year members were L. 
V. Blackwell, C. t;. Davis, W, H. Dug- 
gan, Martin Gulley T J. P. Griffiths, J 
C. Harrington, Dan I It aly, Garfield 
Harris, Arthur Hoar, Dave Johns, 
C. G. Johnson, W. C. Kltto, Hollo Mc- 
Donald, George Mareoff, Myles Mc- 
Donald, Dennis O’Connell , A, It J lou, 
Chauneey Sauer bier, W. Sawtey, J. W. 
Sullivan, ri. W. Schaad, J. G. Sfcedd, 
Joe Strom, E. M. Tebo, F. C. Thomp- 
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Veteran Members Honored at Untie, Montana 



Sixty iif I hi? Ufl members nf LR.E.W. Locals H."i amt 623, Butte, Montana, eligible for “pinning* at l hi* combined locals 
“Old-Time rs Party." Awards were made by Local 623 President, Pete Heim and Local 60 President Walter C rase- "Old- 
Timers" absent were awarded pins through the mails, or were visited by members of I he Entertainment Committee. 


son, Ed Tiesse, A l Beck, Harry Slen- 
ker, D. Murphy, 

Thirty year pinners: Thomas Bo- 
litho, Bill Conroy, B. Donor, I* B. 
Feulherly, A I Fortina, .L B. Halford, 
A. L. Hawk, W. E. Hoskins, K. E. 
HntLubmdel, George Lowry, B. Mor- 
rissey, U, V H Oil gore, James O'Leary, 
M. R. PLshker, K. W. lioher, Homer 
Sullivan, J. T. Sullivan, Tom Robbins, 
Neal McDonald, Emmett Edgar* Os- 
car Sandstrom, Ho wm-d Johnston, Ed 
Lappin, Ear! Lappin. 

tn the 35 -yea r group were: A. R. 


Felix, L. J. Cribble, James C. Gilboy, 
T. J- Oil bride, C. E. Harvey, W. Hop- 
kins, U. Hinksou, George McCracken, 
f\ Nnnkervis, S. J. Reardon, Joe 
Thompson, George Ross, F, Mat* 
tausch, C. Dunk, Curl Closs, A. II, 
Lindquist, Bill Hoskins, Barney Bari* 
stem James Cummings, Earl La mi in, 
Ed Hickey, George Northey, V . L. 
Smith, 

Forty year members included: R. 
Baker, E. Drout, Bob Brimson, Wnn 
Casheil, T. J* Ryan, A, A. Sandberg, 
Gene Sullivan. Charles Wills. 


Awards for -1 5-year memberships 
were presented to John 1L C rawfond. 
C. W Honart, Lawrence Mulholland, 
Chris Springer, Harley H. Thurman. 
A. G. Gorton, R 11. Smith and Jerry 
Sullivan. 

In a moving presentation, on behalf 
of the I.O., Eighth District Vice Pres- 
ident Wallis C Wright presented Nels 
Lindquist a pocket card; a congratu- 
latory letter from LR.EAV, President 
IX W. Trary and International Secre- 
tary J* Scott Milne, a dress pin. 
and It pin "for everyday wear." A I 1 
present were standing in tribute ti 
this I.IU'IW, pioneer receiving his 50 
year award fur LB.E.W. membership. 

Credit for arrangements and enter- 
lain men t goes to Butte Central High 
School tumble re, orchestra and enter- 
tainers; to Bobbie Best and Local 55 
member Boh NirhoHs, piano soloists 
and to the joint arrangements com- 
mittee for refreshments. Local 623 
committee members were Pete Helm. 
Bill Fleming, Bill Gleason, Jimmy 
Pouris, and Rob Kundbcrg. Walt Can- 
non, Bernard Morrissey, Russell Wil- 
liams, Art Larsen, Walter Albertson 
and Walter Cruse from Local 65 filled 
out the joint committee roster. 

Executive Board officers from Local 
623: Pete Heim, president; Francis 
Fleming, secretary; Howard Johnston, 
treasurer; Don Haddocks, recording 
secretary; and Rudy Tomich, financial 
secretary* sided and assisted. 

Last year's elections for Local 55 
returned President Walter Crase; 
Financial Secretary Joe Thompson; 
Treasurer and Business Agent Albert 
Coombs; Recording Secretary Bob 
Gribhle, The latter resigned and 
Robert NIchoBs is now our scribe. 
Walter Albertson, vice president elect, 
moved to another job out of Butte, and 
Richard O'Connell holds that chair 


Awarding 50-Yetir Pin at Itnllp 



Nets Lindquist, senior LIt.EAV. member and only fifty-year member of Butte* 
Montana Locals 55 or 62 3 eligible for the Fifty-Year Pin receives a pin in 
acknowledgment from the LG, presented hy Eighth District Vice-President 
Wallis C\ Wright plus a congratulatory letter and fifty-year certificate. Stanley 
R (Mutt) Thompson, ULE.W. Representative (right), officer*, "(ltd Timer*," 
and members of the two locals witnessed the accolade. A. IL Lindquist, son of 
veteran Nets, received a 35-year pin at this April 15, Hi.'ifi affair. 
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They Remodeled Graitd Rapids Department Store 


Crew I hit worked mi the re modi’ linn of the Wurxhurg Dejiarl incut Store, a I Grand Rapids, Michif'iin, First row, L. lo IK, 
J. N'i*mnit»rn ( J. Peters, J, Link, C, IHelcman, J. He finer, t . Ruuwerdn, Win. Sen f, IK Bruce, VI, Siegel, K, Yistwr, J. 
Bui ley, J. Schneider, Second row, L. to It,, II. Calloway, W . Pickling, <K Fase, G. Cooley, (K Van Bniggen, E, Kink, 
IK He Witte, Dygwl, N. Keegstra. It. Coullier, IK De Boer, W. Basset I, T. Moorman, IK Ferrall. Third row, K. lo IK, 
j. Dumniuk FK Spillcr, Jr„ It. Pall, IK Sperling, IK La lluis, T. RuharK IK Briggs, G. Dean, E. Schneider, F. Brown, IK 
Downing, IK Gustafson, It. Trashy, IK Courser, N. McDonald. Fourth row, L. to It., J. holy, IK Martin, K. Clark, IK 
Mel lor, If, Larsen. IK Kolinski, l\ . Donne, IK Van Vinrri, L. Vaudiineer, J. Le Febre, G. Osgood, V. Fonder. Fifth row, 
L, to It,, IK Peterson, G. Maine, K, Olson, A. Postern a, K. Miller, M, HoppoUgH, IK Skull, IK Bailey, It, Tagged, It. Blue, 
VV. Williams, It. Berg, IK I humrhi Ld; District Mgr. for Fisehbach and Moore Incorporated. J. Ilerrmnnu, P. P. Spit ale, 
IK Swurig, C, Bright, M. Fishkin, (K Helm, J, Sows, K. Johnson, L. Skntt, J. Hewitt, 
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now. Lurry Maynard is Executive 
Hoard member and Russell Williams 
m assistant Business Agent, handling 
industrial contacts. Local lib ollicor* 
aided Iht 1 joint committee for the 
“Old Timers 11 affair. 

Local da members working for the 
Anaconda Copper Mining Company 
voted whole-heartedly along with Lo- 
rn! 12U, Client Falls and Local 200, 
Anaconda, for union shop status in 
an N.K.IKH. company -consent elec* 
tiun. These mem be is joined the ranks 
of utility members who voted like- 
wise some time ago. 

Arbitration Board members and 
Executive Boat'd mem bore are busy 
with contracts through the year. 
Varied wage raises and maintenance 
of or bettering of conditions have been 
the rule. 

Two cheerful items are (J) the 
prom jn K0. service in the matter of 
letters, reports, mid — in another de- 
partment prompt handling of insur- 
ance claims. Nods of approval to In- 
ternational Secretary Milne and his 
staff for this. (2) Ditto otvthc-bid] 
aid from Vice President Wright's Po- 
catello office and from his field men, 
S. E. (Mutt) Thompson and George 
Den gel. Their response beyond the 
call of duty — especially in 1 1mm; of 
crisis lias been more than gratify 
mg. 


Local li.Vs Three Electric Bills: William E. Hoskins, his son, W illiam Hoskins 
ami William (Bill) Hoskins, the Senior, were the principals in an impressive 
obligation ceremony. Retired William Hoskins- Local fiVK only living charier 
member — obligated his grandson, admitting the third generation into this 
Butte, Montana laical on **Otd rimers Night/ 1 April K1, 1050. 


The Elkitruak WOukki/s Joi knal 
is highly readable and useful. Mul- 
Holland, Sr. f a JnntNAl. tender fur al- 
most half a century, each month tells 
this scribe, “This issue’ is the best 
ever/ 1 Makes tough pitching for a 
P. S. 

KKNXETn MrklloLLANIJ, P. S. 


Brother McLean Has 
75th Birthday 

li. r. I or,, JA.MKSTOU N, N. Y. My 
letter to the Jot UNAL is going to be 
brief this month as I know that much 
space will be devoted to the recent 


Huttc's ''Three Electric Hills " 


Zu 



Vice President G* X* Barker, right, presents 45-year pins lo L* L. Loveless and Jim Arnold. In photo at right. Brother 
Barker is shown presenting a 50-year pin to Brother Harry Fox. Ceremony took place at 50th anniversary banquet of 

Local Union 108, Tampa. 


Awarding Pins to Veteran Members at Tampa, Florida 


convention of the Brotherhood held 
in Florida. 

On November 10th, many of the 
Brothers, members of Building Trades 
and Central Labor Councils called on 
Brother McLean to help him celebrate 
his 75th birthday. Brother McLean 
has bel ringed to the Brotherhood for 
48 years. A purse of money was pre- 
sented to him from the boys, A birth- 
day cake and coffee were served by 
members of the family. A short time 
after the party Brother McLean had a 
car back into him one night on his 
way home. At this writing he is out 
again after being in bed for a few 
days. 

I am happy to report that Brother 
Ernest Stapleton is rapidly recovering 
from a heart attack- All the boys 
wish you a speedy recovery, Ernie, 

On November 15th, the rate of 
journeymen will advance 10 cents 
making the new rate £2,40 per hour. 
Apprentice scale also will be in- 
creased in all brackets. Next May 
15, 1951 the scale will be £2.50 per 
hour. 

It is with a great deal of sorrow 
that l report that John Larson, Jr. 
always called Jack by the boys, fell 
at his home in Celeron and fractured 
his kg just below the hip, I called on 
him at the hospital and presented him 
with a purse of money from the boys 
at the Niagara -Mohawk new plant at 
Dunkirk, New York, where Jack has 
been working this year. He expects 
to be home in a short time. All the 
boys liope that you will be out again 
soon, Jack. 

As this letter is being mailed to the 
Journal papers are being signed for 
the pension of Brother Bert 0. Kinnc 
whose card number is 13991 and who 
lias been a member of the Brother- 
hood for 34 years. This is to wish 
you much enjoyment while you are on 
pension, Bert* 

I think that this will be all for this 
time. 

Murray Horn, P* S. 


Raise Negotiated by 
Grand Rapids Local 

L. r. 107, GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 

Local 197 hits the JOURNAL once 
again after an absence of several 
months. My sincere apologies to the 
Brothers for the absence of articles 
and news. The reason is that i have 
been in the chaos that goes with 
building a house, 

A lot of things have gone on in 
these past months and I will endeavor 
to report them somewhat belatedly 
at this time. 

We again have been successful in 
our negotiations for a raise and I 
think all of the Brothers can use the 
extra money very well in these times 
of high living costs. 

All of the boys are working again 
and this is a good sign and indica- 
tion of a healthy local. 

We have unite a number of jobs go- 
ing at this time and more big ones 
coming up in the very near future. 

The Diesel Equipment Division and 
also the Stamping Division of Gen- 
eral Motors have started additions to 
their plants here 

The Blodgett Memorial Hospital, 
one of the oldest in Grand Rapids, 
has started a large addition to its 
present buildings. All of these are 
big contributions to our bread and 
butter. 

One of the good Brothers, Jucll 
Hewitt by name, has sent in a picture 
of the boys working on the Wurz- 
burg Department Store. This job was 
a complete remodeling of 10 stories. 
All of the old interior was removed 
and new construction was started 
around an old skeleton* 

This store will be a model when 
completed. The job will run into the 
multi-million dollar class. There have 
been 109 electricians oil the job. with 
88 at this writing. As is always the 
rase, you just can't get all of them 
at the place where the picture is to 


he taken, hut we did better on the 
second take. 

This is Fisciibach-Moore's first job 
in Grand Rapids and relations be- 
tween them and Local 107 have been 
excellent We of Local 107 hope they 
have many more jobs in this territory. 

Our public thanks go to the corn- 
mil tee who worked so hard to see that 
all of the Brothers in our local and 
the eligible members of their respec- 
tive families were registered so that 
they may use their right and privilege 
to vote in the coming election. This 
was a tremendous undertaking and 
they were 100 percent successful. 
Now, Brothers, \V$ up to you— 
VOTE! 

More news from 107 next month, 
so for now, good night, 

P. SCHOON, P, S, 

t • t 

Tampa Local Observes 
Golden Anniversary 

(.. r. 108, TAMPA, FLA, — Weil, 
our 50th Anniversary is over and ac- 
cording to all reports it was a howl- 
ing success. 

We had over 700 present at the 
celebration, with Vice President G* 
X. Barker, West Holtz, L. L. Dick 
and Ethel White representing the 
LO, 

The presentation of a 50-year 
honor badge and scroll to Brother 
Harry Fox, visiting member in Tam- 
pa, was the highlight of the party. 
It was presented by Vice President 
Barker, and also two 45-year pins, 
to Brothers Loveless and Arnold were 
made. Then Joe Borelli, President 
of Local Union 108, presented badges 
to every one with 10 years standing 
or better. 

The dinner was delicious: fried 

chicken, french fries, salad, ice cream 
and feed tea. The liquid refresh- 
ments ran out early hut f guess no- 
body suffered. The party was held 


Page One Hundred Six 


The Electrical Workers* 


Congratulating C.hicasio Apprentice 



Glenn North, winner of Sixth Hist riel apprenticeship oHurd by I hr Xatimiiil 
Electrical Cunt ration* Association, receiver a handclasp from Michael J, Boy U\ 
vice president *d' the LIi*E.\V* and Business Manager of Luca! Union 134* 
Others* frinn left, include J. Walter Collins* Secretary Electrical Contractors 
Assn, of City of Chicago, K. E* Lea sure, Jr,* President Electrical Contractor* 
Assn, of City of Chicago, Thomas J. Murray* Business Represent alive laical 
134, LH.E.W,; Frank E, Vogel, President The Edwards Elect rie Company; Ed- 
ward J. Moran, Instructor Washhnrne Trade School, M. II. Keller, owner D* i>. 
Electric Company, Charles |>* Mason* Co- Ordinal or or Apprentices, Harry J, 
I Inches, Secretary Executive Board Local 134, I.ILEAV, 


at the Forest Hills Country Oub 
and if you didn’t do the 19th hole 
you missed the Ixmt. 

A good shindig once a year Is 
beneficial to any organization; you 
see members that you haven't seen 
since the lusl party. We also invited 
all the contractors in the jurisdiction 
and nil I.ILEAV. business managers 
in the Stale. 

Brother Govreau* chairman of the 
party* really did a real job of mak- 
ing the party a huge success* Well, 
that f s all history; now what we have 
to worry about is the next TiO years. 

Work is not so hot here* Some of 
the boys had to get out their tramp 
guides* Practically nil the locals in 
Tampa are negotiating new wage 
rales between now and the new year* 
The counter proposals of the contrac- 
tors are far from being in line with 
the raises we have absorbed in food 
stuffs and taxes, 

Hope all the delegates get a change 
to do some fishing while heir a! the 
convention, cause that is one thing 
we have good fishing and sunshine* 

See you next month* 

W. P, Blair, P* S* 

# • • 

Fort Worth Helps in 
Flood Restoration Job 

l. i . i lit, pout wokth, tkxas 

Local t’ninn 1 10 is still civing a help- 
ing hand to the victims of I he swirl- 
ing waters of the Trinity, When 
the river broke through the levees in 
May 1040, family life was heavily 
struck and community life was hurt 
badly. The Doyle Baptist Mission 
was badly damaged and many under- 
privileged children were without a 
place to play, When West Side Kb 
watlluns volunteered to help build an 
activities annex in the mission, our 
members wired the annex* workshop 
and playground without charge, with 
materials donated by the members of 
the local chapter of the National 
Electrical Contractors 1 Association. 

Brot her F red ( Track-a nd- A- Half) 
Otto un<l Brother G. II. Burt, our 
delegates to the International Con- 
vention In Miami, returned with a 
very intereating report ami a very 
wild tale about the hurricane. Broth- 
er Otto came back with just one good 
font and half of another and found 
Mrs* Otto just out nf the hospital 
from an operation on her feet* Now 
they hath have only one good foot. 

Our Ladies Auxiliary held a Hallo* 
ween party Saturday October 28th at 
our hall* for the members, their 
families and friends. Bingo was cn 
joyed by all. Prises were given by 
electrical contractors, supply bouses 
and Ft. Worth merchants. Miss 
Eloise Mayo from T.C.U. entertained 
the children with games and grab 
liags, Bertie Kinel and her all -girl 
baud played for dancing. The Whirt- 
ers Square Dance set and their caller. 


Ross Carney, gave an exhibition 
dance. Mis. Bob Earley* a member 
of the auxiliary did a special dance. 
Mrs. Howard Hart won the door prize 
and Mrs, Bob Easley and Mrs. Pat 
Landman won costume prizes. The 
Halloween committer members were; 
Mrs. lion Ruby, Mrs* John U ranger, 
*Sr., Mrs. Howard Hurt, Mrs, Jack 
Gooden, Mrs. Al Blackwell* Mrs* Bob 
Easley, Mrs. Travis Landman, Mrs, 
A . B . H este r , M i %. K . II. W ick 1 u lid 
and Mrs. Elbert L, Keer. 

A contract committee was appoint- 
ed at one of our recent meetings to 
go into negotiations with our con- 
tractors for a very deserved wage in- 
crease, Our last wage raise did US 
little good since Uncle Sum started 
leaving us less take-home pay and 
living rxpiuises are still going up* 

DO YOU HAVE A POLL TAX 

R ECEIPT? 

E \kl Ron in sox, P. S 

9 ♦ # 

Recent Events at 

Decatur Highlighted 

L. I 1 . Ilfi, DECATIK. ILL. —Our 
Business Agent, A. V. Kohti. bus re- 
turned from the Miami convention 
and green a very interesting summary 
of the events which transpired down 


there* John Herhrig, our financial 
secretary* did a very good job pinch- 
hitting as part-time business agent 
during Knhll’s absence. 

Our President, N* O, Primm, is 
temporarily indisposed with a case of 
hives, origin unknown, 

The Frank Andersens are the 
proud parents of a new baby girt 
and the Jerry Waynes hove a new 
baby boy. 

Bob Shearer and family have mov- 
ed into their new home on Nelson 
Park Boulevard. Bill MihaJ is in the 
Veterans* Hospital in New York un- 
dergoing treatment for stomach ulc- 
ers, We sincerely hope he succeeds 
in obtaining relief and comes home 
real soon* 

Our foreman on the Borg- Warner 
job, "Les" Bridgman of the Kriglmum 
Electric Co,, is also Hulfering front an 
ulcer these days, but has managed to 
stay on the job so far. Heise Elec 
trie have almost finished their part 
of the Borg- Warner job, which in- 
ch] del the office lighting and the 
machine hook-up, Krigbaum Electric 
still have considerable wiring to do 
on the new jet pump division of the 
plant, the new test -cells and the new 
engineering budding. 

Leonard Flack, until recently with 
Heise Elect tie, left today for Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, We sincerely hate to 
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Brothers, we want 
you to have your 
J o u hw a l ! W h r n you 
hove a chaugt* in ad* 
dress* pkoM? let us 
know. Be sure to in- 
clude your old ad- 
dress and please don't 
forget to All in L, t. 
and Card No. This 
information will he 
helpful in checking 
and keeping our rec- 
ords straight* 


Name 

L U, * 


Card No. 

NEW ADDRESS 


OLD ADDRESS 


{Zone No.) 


Mail to: Editor, Electrical Workers' Journal 
1200 15th* Street, N. W , Washington 5 r D* C. 


see him go, an he is an excellent 
welder and an all-around good fellow, 
but our loss is Knoxville’s train* 

Rob Rnrr is reported to he working 
in Kansas City. 

We were very pleased to hear from 
Brother Jerry Ratten, president of 
L. U* 158, Green Ray, Wisconsin, He 
sent a donation to the local Mcl 
Overfield Benefit Fund* having work- 
ed with our recently deceased Brother 
back in 1044* on the Haudille-Hershey 
job. His interest lit Local 14d’s effort 
in behalf of the family of a recent 
Brother is very commendable, to say 
the least. 

We understand that Vic Walters 
is back on the job after an operation 
on bis hand. George Rnutson is re- 
ported as improving slowly, but still 
not able to work for some time, Ed 
Pumphrey is stilt recovering slowly 
and also unable to work* 

Well, gang, this seems to be about 
the extent of the news for the pres- 
ent, so I will bring this to a close* 
Hoping to hear from more Brothers 
in various parts of the country, we 
remain 

1km Wayne, P. SL 

* *' * 

« 

Chattanooga Reports 
Some Men on Bench 

L. r. I7:». CHATTANOOGA. TENS. 

■The writer is relatively new at this 
particular assignment, hut we should 
at least be aware of the fact that 
the deadline has u habit of sneaking 
up on us* But if this column, and 
tII others under “Local Lines," were 
discontinued, we dare say that the 
Jot KNAL would not be affected in the 
least. The reason for this statement 
in that ouch Press Secretary can 
write up-to-the-minute news, and by 
press time, It is ancient history. This 


view and others that follow are the 
personal views of the writer* 

For instance, we heard from our 
Business Manager Earl Burnette. He 
related that the convention business 
was postponed for that day because 
of the Florida hurricane. You will, 
read about the convention interrup- 
tion a month before you read Ibis (If 
then 1 are any who do read this*) 

I Vr haps we aren't thankful enough 
for our international publication* but 
by the same token, we can say we 
must admire our local labor weekly, 
“The Labor World" which goes to 
press each Wednesday, with the col- 
umn deadline on the preceding Mon- 
day. 

( Editor* n Nate: S&rry It rather, nu 
do the hert ire nun IfV ft crept copy 
op to and in cltnl inf/ the firnt of the 
month* It taken a white to yet an 
stbpttffr mttf/azittc printed and mailed 
tv nearly half v mitt ion meaihe m«— 
^ problem a meekly la hot paper doe* 
not hare. Four JOURNAL or only in 
process of printing and in nit i up a 
little over tiro ter eke* With limited 
xtaff and fundi t, tee don't think f/inf'n 
no had , ) 

Our local has had some few set- 
backs regarding work. We have al- 
most a score of men on the bench at 
this time. This is quite different 
from that which we had anticipated. 
We had hoped to invite Brothers from 
other locals to join us cm the jobs, 
but these haven't as yet developed. 

Brother John Kennedy had a heart 
attack recently but is gradually im- 
proving. John was in a group pic- 
ture from a L, U* 17ft job in Septem- 
ber’s issue of the JorttNAi*. Brother 
Inland Seaborn of Albuquerque, 
N. M. saw the picture and wrote 
John, They had worked together 
over 2ft years ago* 

President Charles A. Brown is to 


be commended. We have never heard 
u more sincere talk on unionism* His 
inspired talk brought out the full 
greatness of our own LB.E.W*, hut 
the writer has never been able to 
confine his thoughts to one-sided ness. 
We wondered about the ColHns- 
McNulty — TEeid- Murphy split, and 
numerous miaunde standings of lesser 
Intensity. Every happening to us* 
must have a reason, and we readily 
confess that we are ignorant of a lot 
of reasons. 

The IcKral is making a study of tin- 
constitution, bylaws and working 
agreement. This study is needed in 
every local, we believe (through the 
chair), and we feel that even L, U, 
17ft is no exception* Too many church 
members get their Bible through the 
pulpit— diut at least they get some 
Bible* So it is with Electrical Work- 
ers* 

So many locals make out right com- 
plaints about cliques within the local. 
We believe we hove a clique down 
here— a pretty big one — over 400 
members. And we work in harmony 
with other cliques; like the fitters* 
carpenters, etc. 

The first of the "Objects" of the 
LB.E.W, is to organize all electrical 
workers into local unions. The others 
are beautiful reading matter and can 
become real living things when union 
men believe in them. Rut this matter 
of organizing caught the writer’s eye 
a long time ago* We know that our 
apprenticeship school turns out good 
union mechanics in four years (we 
have a class), ttec&use the apprentices 
are indoctrinated with unionism 
throughout. But it is a different story 
with the “organized" boys in every 
local union. We contend that there 
ia loose-join te d ness somewhere. 
Where? Is it the fault of the or- 
ganizer? Is it the fault of those who 
are organized ? Is it the fault of the 
local union? 

While we are still asking questions 
— How much authority can one human 
of a local union assume with safety 
and treat every member with due 
respect? A lot of people in this 
world have become power-happy* 

Now would Ik* a very good time to 
have hearUto-heaH talk with our- 
fttdvcs and come up with a good self- 
analysis. We, as individuals, need to 
know why we let the Taft- Hartley 
Act get past us. We need to know 
why such a law (more putrid than 
T.1L) was passed in Tennessee* Some 
other states have practically the same 
thing* 

John T, Harris, F* S* 

* * « 

Win Bargaining Rights 
At Westinghouse Plant 

L. U. 201, BEAVER, PA.— After 
many months of absence, we are 
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pleased to be with our verniers again, 
with a mixture of newt, some good 
and some not so good, First, the good 
news. We received notice from the 
National Labor Relations Board that 
we have been certified as the Imrgai li- 
mp unit again for the production and 
maintenance employes of the Heaver 
Westinghouse plant, Standard Con- 
trot Division* Wi* hiivn been fighting 
for this privilege since February of 
this year, at which time we won a 
consent election over the independent 
U.E. organization. After working 
without a contract since May t, news 
of our certification was very welcome 
indeed. The tLE. had filed succes- 
sive exceptions to the election each 
step of the way until the ease finally 
reached the N.LJLIL at Washington, 
who finally handed down the decision 
i n mt r f a vo r , a n d t he ce r ti ficu t in n w a s 
given on October 1 fi, IfifiQ, Now we 
are all anticipating no loss of time 
in negotiations with the Westimrhnuse 
Company Tor a new contract, more of 
which yowl I hear about in the next 
issue of the JOURNAL, 

As for the darker side of the pic- 
ture, we regret to inform our readers 
that our recently elected President 
Hill Hughes, was recalled to the 
service, ( Incident l y. Hill wiu also our 
press secretary,) Good luck to you. 
Hill, Our best wishes follow you, 
wherever you go. Another vacancy 
occurred in our official family when 
Betty Murray, our recording weerr- 
(ary* left us to seek greener pastures 
in another field of employment. We’ll 
all miss Betty's smiling fnre in the 
shop. Both of these positions have 
been aptly filled by David McBride 
as our new president and Iren© Moore 
as recording secretary. Other new 
officers are Tony Kvatemik, vice 
president, and dm* Guilin, treasurer. 
The Executive Hoard consists of 
Olivier MacKeage, Lewis Dermis, Abe 
M ike, Florence Karr, and Ituth Neth 
e viand. Ho we are happy to report 
that L. U. 201 is in the fight again 
ami will soon he completely organized 
to carry on its work for the benefit 
of each and every member. 

In closing, we'd like to say “Happy 
Convent ion" to all our fortunate 
Brothers and Sisters who are having 
a grand time in Miami at the time 
this is taring written. We’re sorry 
we couldn’t lie with you this year— 
we sure hope to have better luck 
next time. 

Julia Knowltox, J\ S. 

• • • 

25c Increase Asked by 
"Non-Ops" Is Only Fair 

L. V. 205, DKTItniT, MICH. Huil 
road electricians have seen uuothei 
convention of the LILE.W. go into 
history und with lt» passing we have 
reason to have both great hopes and 
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deep dark fears for the welfare of 
those engaged in the industry from 
which we make a living. 

The efforts of the executives of our 
union to organize alt workers asso- 
ciated with the electrical industry 
Into one great powerful group holds 
out hope for increased success. The 
convention showed by its size the 
tremendous strides that have been 
made in that direction. Unfortunate- 
ly, many of the delegates felt lost 
in the multitude of Brothers repiv- 
sealing all sections of the elect rieul 
industry. 

It was a definite mistake to conduct 
the Vice Presidential District meet 
mgs in off -convention hours. These 
meetings are recognized by the con- 
stitution as part of convention elec* 
tarn procedures, 11 is only logical to 
provide time for the proper transac- 
tion of the business of district meet- 
ings. The Executive Council District 
meetings should also lie so arranged 
as to allow for a better examination 
of tbe functioning of the districts 
am) the men who represent them. 

Thursday, the last day of the con- 
vention, was an anti-climax to the 
events of the first three days, The 
proceedings were not given the at- 
tention they deserved. The sudden 
conclusion of the con von lion Thurs- 
day afternoon was a shocking an- 
nmm cement which came as a belated 
rebuke to the delegates. This was 
a three- day convention. A great or- 
ganization of labor cannot afford such 
i in pi vivid* ut act ions. 

Finally, while the interests of rail- 
road electrical workers were certainly 
being represented when it was re* 
twirled that demands for a twenty- 
five cent per hour increase in wages 
was to tie served on management on 
October 2o f the matter deserved more 
attention ami consideration* especially 
from the railroad delegates. On the 
basis of the settlements lie me made 
in most other industries, the wage 
agreements, penman agreements, and 
fringe concessions such as paid holi- 
days, we cannot compromise one cent 
of our original demands. It will take 
alt of twenty-five cents to Imlance the 
t moka. 

W. L. IXGELIM, r. S. 

* * • 

Miscellaneous Data 
From Atlantic City 

I,, f. 211. ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.— 

Wi ll here we are again, in the mak- 
ing of a New Year. After the Christ 
inns and New Year holidays, al! one 
has to worry about is March lath. 1 
understand a couple of our Brothers 
from Local 211 look a trip up to 
Hitman. New Jersey, about a month 
ago and tried their ha-nil al racing 
(auto). Your scribe lias been in- 
formed that Brother John Morrettl 
broke the track record there In his 


triul runs and then when the race 
started, the motor conked out after 
about Mi laps. Or was it Johnnie? 
If you should happen to read this, 
John, I am only kidding but just the 
same, John, watch those M.Vs, and 
you know what I mean, then to make 
matters worse, those little municipal 
dies. Brother George Stockinger, who 
is also quite a bug on onto raring, ac- 
companied him on this trip. 

Oil the job where your scribe is 
putting in his time, the steward of 
same Is none other than Jim Scariest* 
of Lora! 43D. This chap is quite a 
ubiquitous fallow. Ho is quite a guy 
and lakes everything in his stride. 
1 understand his side kirk, Norman 
Tniutwein, bus been heard in say 
In* is worn out ai night trying to 
keep up with Jim and all bis jobs, 
Brother Sen Hex has informed yours 
truly tluit if be ever finds out what 
ubiquitous really stands for 1 will 
automatically bead the tup of the list. 
You know I have often wondered if 
everyone rise figures the same as 
me .... 

1 often pause and wonder 
At fate’s peculiar ways. 

For nearly all the fatuous men 
Were bom on holidays. 

What I am aliout to put down here 
in my article will probably only in- 
terest one guy but here goes ami it 
is for the benefit of tin* Mayoi of 
Gilman Lake here in New Jersey . . . 

A canny young fisher named 
Fischer* 

Once fished from the inlge of* 
a fissure, 

A fish with a grin 
Bulled the fisherman in 

Now they’re fishing the fissure 
for Fischer. 

So don’t forget Norman, always 
keep those big ones wet if you want 
to get tile most nut of them. 

Beginning with the first of the 
year, I propose that the officers of 
Local 211 and all other locals in the 
LB.EAW, get together with their 
members and see about the agree- 
ment they have with their local con- 
tractors und find out u limit a wage 
increase for the mem tiers. After all, 
starting with last October 1st* the 
withholding tux that they take out of 
our pay was greater and we all 
ended Up with less take-home pay. 
In my particular case, $2.1)1) per week 
legs. Every once In a while when 
talking to some business man, you 
will hear him say, “With the high 
cost of Uilxir” one can't do tins or 
that. Well my answer to that is this 
(as if anyone cares): We the labor- 
ing men (skilled) are not to blame 
for tli is condition because with leas 
take-home pay the working man 
wants it raise in pay, to overcome 
what he has lost in withholding tax 
and a litth- hit more. After all, if 
anyone, skilled or otherwise* gets a 
raise In wages Ire naturally must 
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have more money to spend T and if he 
doesn't get it* the grocer and baker 
and merchants in general will feel 
this condition. So then there is less 
buying power. As your scribe figures 
it out, if I were to have full employ- 
ment for one year at the wages 1 
make now at the end of that time, 
in my particular case, I would lose 
$1 30.80 for the year, that is finite an 
item. So you see it gives you less 
take-home pay. 

With this new world crisis they 
are all talking about, women have 
been mentioned for placement in 
jobs wherever necessary. I under- 
stand in World War II, the British 
used 12 percent of their women at 
the peak of the war effort white at 
the same time and in the same period, 
we vised 38 percent of our women. 
Let's make sure that all of the men 
capable of working are put to work 
first and then, if necessary, we will 
use the women. After all what we are 
interested in most is that every one 
of our men in the labor unions is at 
work first. Of course, we all know 
that definitely, this communistic ag- 
gression must be stopped, and as you 
already know, at this very moment 
the United States Government 
through the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation is putting to rout about 
83 Communists. A few of these have 
served in our armed forces and wei^e 
honorably discharged, but have been 
found to be still Beds, and arc being 
ushered out of our country. Accord- 
ing to some reports 1 have read in 
the newspapers the past few days, 1 
understand some of our labor unions 
have Communistic leaders. That this 
is true? in the American Federation 
of Labor your scribe doubts very 
much, but let's face the facts, Wc 
have enough good men in our ranks 
who are able to take their places. 
Let's all fight this condition together. 
And once again your scribe would 
like to say that w hat this all amounts 
to is in Iris mind , . , “TRULY A 
FIGHT FOR SURVIVAL” 

Well Brothers, that's about all for 
this time, lx*Fore someone will criticize 
me for taking up too much room, 
again. Yours truly certainly is en- 
joying the articles that the Journal 
has been using. 

Must close now. After all, I want 
my readers* interest in my articles, 
because that is paramount to your 
scribe. My JoritNAL just arrived and 
I noticed that my Christmas greet- 
ings arrived a little early so that goes 
for this issue also, 

Bart “Curley” Malsch, P. S. 

• * • 

Three Awarded Gold 

Pins at Cincinnati 

L. IT. 212, CINCINNATI, OHIO— 
Greetings, Brothers, and a bit of news 
from Local 212 in Cincinnati. 


On Wednesday evening, October 4, 
at the Faviilisn Caprice of the Neth- 
erland Plaza Hotel here In Cincy, 
the members of Local 212 were proud 
to be able to help three of our re- 
tired Brothers, George Rost, A1 Bier- 
man and Joe Cullen, Sr,, celebrate 
the golden anniversary of their affili- 
ation with the LB.E.W. 

With our versatile business mali- 
nger, Brother Harry Williams, act- 
ing as toastmaster, and guest speak- 
ers Including Brother Gordon Free- 
man, our International Vice Presi- 
dent and Jack Hurst of Cincinnati 
Building Trades, to help grace the 
occasion, we tried our best to make 
it a memorable evening. 

Brother Freeman presented out 
three guests of honor with the scrolls 
and gold fifty-year buttons from the 
LG, and fine gold wrist watches as 
gifts from the Brothers of 212. 

We all got quite a bang out of the 
acceptance speeches, for these boys 
have been around a long time and 
they gave us a pretty good recap of 
the growth of our organization. 

After all the formalities, we bad a 
nice lunch and enough refreshments 
to make at) the boys hope they, too, 
can stick around long enough to be 
the guests of honor at such an occa- 
sion. We have a lot of Brothers 
pretty close and I sure hope they stay 
with us so we can help them, as we 
did our guests at this afTair, to cele- 
brate their diamond jubilees. 

Work is holding up well hei'C in 
town. Some of the big jobs are wind- 
ing up but we have some mighty big 
ones starting, so things look pretty 
good for a while. We have several 
hundred out of town Brothers in here 
and they are doing a swell job, but 
don't pack up and come rushing here, 
boys, for our supply and demand are 
pretty level and we wouldn't want 
you to lose time till you got located* 

At our last meeting, we laid plans 
and set lip committees for our annual 
midwinter dance, so you'll hear about 
that soon. Sounds like we are just 
a hunch of social butterflies but we 
try to get a little work done between 
affairs, so hi ho ami off to work I go, 

C, Edwarp Kkskku P. S. 

• • • 

Toledo Workers Get 
Five Per Cent Boost 

L. I’. 2I.i, TOLEDO, OHIO— Oil Oct. 
27th the Arbitration Board, arbitrat- 
ing the wage issue between Local 243 
and the Toledo Edison Company, 
handed down its decision granting 
the members of the Local a five per- 
cent increase in wages, retroactive to 
June 1st. In the light of recent 
events, it is unfortunate that the 
board was forced to consider the is- 
sue only as of June 1st, However, 
the five percent increase is an im- 


provement over the company’s offer 
which was rejected. 

Brothers Stephen LaPorte, Vincent 
Wise, Jacob Bryan, and Leo Haas 
represented Local 24b at the recent 
convention in Miami, Florida, Broth- 
er Oliver Myers also attended as a 
member of the International Exec- 
utive Council and was reelected to 
that body. 

Recent deaths in the local were 
Brothers Gale Fred ricks, a member 
for 13 years, and Richard Westrjck 
a members for two years. 

I\U T L ScttlEYER, F, S, 
m # • 

All Members Working 
At Des Moines. Iowa 

L. r. 347, DES MOINES, IOWA— 
A lot of water has gone over the dam 
since you last heard from Bes Moines, 
but the buys decided they would like 
to be recognized in the WoRKEH, so 
your new scribe will take over from 
here. 

We are getting along fine. We 
haven't too many jobs but all our 
members are working. We are finish- 
ing a large addition to the power 
plant and have several other fair- 
sized jobs going and a few more 
coming up. 

Local 347 has a new home. We 
have purchased a building and will 
have a nice place when a few minor 
alterations are made. 

We have a fine group of capable 
officers and it is a great pleasure to 
introduce them to you. First our 
President W. N, (Buck) Rogers; 
Vice President George H atelier; Re- 
cording Secretary Mike Walsh; Fi- 
nancial Secretary and Business Man- 
ager Al Hedkmd. We have a splendid 
Executive Board with Harold Baker, 
chairman and members of the board 
are Charlie Clark, John Coleman, 
Nels Herring and Charles John. 

Our good friend and loyal Brother, 
Isaac “Ike” Johnson, has applied for 
his pension but we know that we 
will still be seeing a lot of Ike, 

Brother Art “Slim” Norman is re- 
covering from injuries suffered in his 
attack on a train and we expect to 
see him around real room 

When I was proposed for “Scribe*” 
it was stated that 1 was good at 
throwing the “bull” and that I should 
throw some in the Worker. Speaking 
of bull, have you Brothers heard the 
one about the bee that went to sleep 
in the clover blossom and woke up 
in the stomach of a bull? He looked 
about and thought, “There isn't much 
I can do about this,” so he went back 
to sleep. Later, when he awakened, 
the bull was gone. 

Brothers, the election is just around 
the corner, so let's not go “back to 
sleep * 1 ami wake up in the same kind 
of predicament as the bee did. 

Fbeb 1L Powers, P. S. 
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Death Takes Three 

Calgary Veterans 

L. U. 348, CALGARY, ALTA, CA- 
\ \l> A — It appears that our charter 
hus been draped in black continuous- 
ly for the last few months. This 
September in particular has been a 
bad month* for the grim reaper claim- 
ed Brothers Robert Owen and W. J. 
hyson and in August Brother A. E. 
Palfrey. 

Brother A. E. Palfrey was a jour- 
neyman lineman but due to injuries 
received to his f«H*t T he was working 
as a ground man traded river with 
the City light Department. He was 
Imrn September 24th, 1867 and died 
August 16th, 1650. 

Brother Robert Owen passed away 
SrjittiiiiW !8th. 11)50 at 63 years of 
age, The funeral was held September 
2 1 st. 1050, Hr was buried in the 
Field or Honor, being a veteran of 
the first great war. from which he 
returned tn 1616, and since that time 
had been employed by the Alberta 
Government Telephones. 

Brother W. J. Dyson passed away 
cm September 27 1 h, 1650, at the age 
of 85, in the Colonel Belcher Hospital 
where be had been a patient since 
September 1646* The late- Brother 
hyson was presented with a scroll at 
n banquet held in the honor of 4u 
and 56 year members last February 
24th and he also received his 46- 
ycur honor badge, having at that time 
)mn\ a mem he r In continuous good 
standing for a period of over 41 
years, having been initiated May 2 1st, 
1606. He held nil offices in L, U. 
r 185 of Winnipeg and was a delegate 

Ui the Winnipeg Trades and Labor 
Council. He came In Calgary in 1668 
and repeating his performance here, 
was elected President of the Calgary 
Trades and Labor Council in 1611 
and that year was also delegate to 
tlw LR.E.W, Convention held in 
I Rochester, N, Y. Brother Dyson was 

a member of the town-planning com- 
mission, the hnutung and sanitation 
committee and the street lighting and 
*- 'dt> imp mvement committee foj tie- 
City of Calgary. During the fust 
World War, he served overseas with 
the first Canadian Pioneers and was 
wounded in 1615. He played profes- 
sional baseball in the east for nine 
years, was a member of the Guelph 
Maple Leafs and held the Canadian 
championship for the running broad 
m- and hop, skip and jump for many 

years. Although we mourn his pass- 
ing we are proud of our Brother who 
leaves such a record* His son. Broth- 
er Dyson, is carrying on in 348 at 
the present time and to him and Ins 
family we extend our sympathy. 

Time marches on mid the most ef- 
fective way we can show appreciation 
utn l respect for our departed is to 
carry on in the best traditions oT the 
1 Jl.EAV* 


At this |K>ini it won hi be well to 
mention some of the bright spots. 

Our delegates to the 24th Con- 
vention of the L1LEAV. will have 
returned by the time this appears In 
print, but they arc as follows; B rath- 
er \V. Sv Read, president; Brother 
0, Gardner, recording secretary and 
chairman of the Communication 
Workers Unit ; Brother J* W, Lo- 
mond, financial secretary: B rather V. 
C. Bell, Executive Board member anil 
chairman of the Electric Light, Heat 
and Power Unit; Brother A. Baird, 
member of the Executive Board, 

Our business manager, B rather E. 
G, WhaLuitirc, lnui succeeded in or- 
ganising the Class "A" Telephone 
Operators of the Alberta Govern- 
ment Telephones and they are work- 
ing under their new agreement. He 
has also worked hard on the lmilding 
trades brunch and with the assistance 
of the able chairmanship of Brother 
Percy Mcllett, the Inside Wnemen's 
Unit has attained the lies! average 
attendance of our three units. 

Perhaps some of the Brothers who 
know Brother H* C. Simpson will be 
interested to know the writer re- 
ceived a letter from hint and he m 
in good health and managing an auto 
court near Phoenix, Arizona, 

O. G Aim n Kit, P, S. 

* * * 

Meet in Miami After 
43 - Year Separation 

L. U. 340. MIAMI. FI. A. It's been n 
long time since I've written for our 
marvelous JmatNAL* My alibi is that 
l was waiting for something new in 
news* Now 1 have it try to picture 
this: Brother J* M* Thompson from 
L* U, No* 1* St* Louis, meeting B mile 
er D* \K Tnttikinson, L. l T , No. 346, 
Miami, in the lobby of McAllister 
Hotel p Miami, Florida, during the 
convention and recognizing each other 
on sight after 43 years* These two 
members worked together in Virginia 
in 1607, I would like to say at this 
time I am willing to bet that Senator 
Taft and many more of our enemies 
in Congress could not even remember 
their own mothers after 43 years of 
their way of traveling, 

1*. U. No. 346 delegates, inemlwrs 
and committees did their best to pro- 
vide the tie legates and guests to the 
24th LR.EAV. Convention with south 
era hospitality and entertainment 
white visiting tinr city. We even went 
to the extent of staging a real hones t- 
lo-goodness hurricane. But believe 
it or not* fellows like J* A* Fisher, 
X, C. Friend and George 0*BHen 
from Los Angeles, Pali forma L, U. 
No. 11, told me that they really en- 
joyed it and admitted that it was 
far superior to the fug and min 
winch they have in California. As we 
should all know by now, the elements 
at times show the unions what 


* Journal for December, 1950 


strength and force they have when 
they decide to marshud their forces 
and direct their course. Organized 
labor can do the same thing with 
benefits to all ami harm to none as 
soon as we elect our friends to public 
office and defeat our enemies. 

Many were disappointed that due 
to the storm. Brother Eddie Gannatz, 
Congressman from the 3rd District 
from Baltimore, a member of LR*« 
HAW, L, U. 28, and a former mem- 
her of L* U* No. 846 and L. U. No* L 
hail to leave Miami at noon Wed- 
nesday before having the opportunity 
to address the convention. We know 
him to Ik* a real union man and the 
kind of Congressman we need* He 
had something to tell our delegates 
that would have been of great benefit 
to our delegates and visitors. Let's 
hope that Eddie will be returned to 
Congress November 7 and will be 
invited to Seattle as a guest speaker 
come 1652. Yours truly was on the 
bricks for IS months in 1627 and 
1628 with him. Enough said. Pass 
the fried chicken, Eddie, and con- 
tinue to stop the passage of anti- 
labor bills* 

A greater thrill comes to no man 
and his wife than the privilege of 
taking Cal Provost, L. U, No. 1, and 
his wife for a partial tour of the 
city while they were here. He was 
not a delegate blit a guest, all ex- 
penses paid by his local union* Cal 
no doubt is one of the oldest living 
members of the I.B.EAV.* being initi- 
ated 1 862, flow Insignificant it makes 
a punk like hip feel with only 27 
years 1 standing in the LB.EAV. 

1 had the pleasure of again meet- 
ing Roy Tindall of L. U* 45, Holly- 
wood, Calif* There are not many of 
the Tindells or Tindalls left. He told 
me of Ids activities since the Ailantir 
City Convention. As you know Roy 
is business agent for the engineers* 
local and his L. U. has grown from 
about 260 to oval 556 in a little over 
two years. Keep slugging, Roy, and 
may I suggest you put an f V p in 
your home or I will have to put an 
“a" in mine. Best of luck, Roy, hojM' 
you enjoyed the breeze* 

And think of a little old cracker 
hov who was a memtar of L» U. 346 
in 1625, 1626 and 1627, 0, I\ Thump 
son, now a member of L, U. 5fil, 
Montreal, Canada, telling me they 
were trying to get a five day week. 
Say* fellow, you were here in April, 
1627 when we in Miami got the firs* 
five day week with I I dollars a day in 
the U. S. A* Remember George* 
Bowes who was our business agent? 
I bet you really came to life when 
that came up* 

I’ll say to Seattle that we really 
like you for your criticism of othei 
unions in Miami but wo do the liest 
we know how in L. U, No. 346. May- 
be you have belter material or pus 
siMy no wind storms or maybe num 
1 n te Bti ii a I fortitude. 
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The dance and show given the niurlit 
after the dosing of the convention 
4-ven surprised the committee and 
that theme song of L. U* 349, It's 
Better With A Union Man/* really 
worried 'em. 

Will close for this time in saying 
for my local union that it was a 
wonderful feeling to have had YOU 
ALL here with lie* Keep your chin 
up and your eyes to the South. 

R. C. Tindell, Co-P. S, 

t • • 

Honors the Memory 

Of John J, Doran 

L. tr. 439, CAMDEN, N, J.— On July 
30th, 1950, a great little man and* 
dcnly passed away* The man was 
John Joseph Doran, business man- 
ager of Local Union No* 439 of 
Camden* New Jersey. He had many, 
many friends. His death was a great 
and terrible shock to his family, 
and also a great shock to Local Un- 
ion No. 439 and the electrical trade 
in general. 

He put men to work from alt over 
i he country— Maine to Florida— New 
Jersey to California. He was a great 
friend for labor ami will be greatly 
missed by the International Brother* 
hoot! nf Electrical Workers and the 
boys in the electrical trade. 

“Johnny” Doran to the old timers, 
and "Uncle John” to the younger 
generation, he went out of his way 
to put as many people to work as 
possible— both friends and strangers. 
He may have been a tough little 
guy at times, but even the ones who 
didn't agree or approve of him at 
times, had to admit he hail some* 
thing on the ball. He made mistakes, 
but who has not?— “To err is human!” 
He was always ready to go to bat 
for his boys. 

Wednesday night, August 2nd, 
lord), lie fore he was laid away, hun- 
dreds of people in all walks of life 
came to take the last view of a great 
little man and friend who gave his all 
for labor, "tjncle John” was an 
American of the Catholic Faith, One 
of the greatest things that could only 
happen in America was that a Catho- 
lic priest came in to say “the 
Rosary", and people of all faiths, 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jew knelt 
and gave homage to Cod for the 
soul of a great little man. This is 
what makes America! With God's 
help, let us keep it this way. 

William Bexeyexto, R. S. 

• » • 

Johnstown. Pa. Local 
Installs Officers 

L. V. 459, JOHNSTOWN. !*A. — A 
cheery “hello" from that Friendly 
Flood-Free City of Johnstown. It 
has been quite u while since Local 


459 lias reported in, but your new 
scribe will try to keep you posted 
from here on. 

The new officers recently installed 
for a two year term were : President 
Meredith Smith; Vice President Earl 
Beck ; Business Manager Marlin llos- 
baugh; Assistant Business Manager 
Charles C. Rolling; Recording Sec- 
retary Sanford J. Haney; Treasurer 
Louis Bette rrnan and Financial Sec- 
retary Eugene Batin* Members elected 
to the Executive Board were A. E. 
Fisher, F. O'Brien* Roy Schalles, 
Craig Frye and Forrest H. Allison. 

We now have a total membership 
of 438. You men who have not been 
attending* don't forget meeting nights 
are still the first and third Thurs- 
days of each month. Let us see more 
of you out. Your presence gives your 
officers more confidence and enables 
them to do a much better job for you. 

M, Rnsbaugh and Charles Rot ting 
attended the convention in Miami, 
Florida and reported they had quite 
a "stormy” greeting. We will get a 
formal report next meeting and are 
promised that it will be very infor- 
mative. 

Sorry to report that Bob Davis of 
Somerset and Ray Mack of the Vine 
St, Plant have passed on to a greater 
reward. Boh had ls?en ill for some 
time but was apparently recovering 
when word was received of his death* 
Bids have gone out and been filled 
and the assistant system dispatchers 
working on their probationary periods 
are R. Brown of Saxton, R* Boring 
and K. Johnson of Warren, Paul 
David of Erie and John Gritzer of 
Johnstown. 

The following members have re- 
ported for service with the armed 
forces: M. Kiinrman* P, L Rnuly, 
John Balko, D* S, Launtz, It, L* 
Patterson, LeRoy Hecker, C, A. 
Sehrierer and Bay L, Howard, 

Our annual picnic was held Sep- 
tember 2 at Reel eat ion Park near 
Windber. Approximately 100 mem- 
bers were present. Inclement weather 
drove us indoors, but the weather had 
no ill efTecls on thirst or hunger. 
Where some of these slim fellows get 
their capacity, I'll never know. 

Fellows, the next few meetings are 
important, concerning both pensions 
and further agreements. Better at* 
tend and let us have the advantage 
of your thoughts and opinions. 

The Executive Board has disallowed 
one grievance and has others under 
advisement* 

Forrest H. Allison* I\ S, 

• at 

He Meets the Lady 

Who Handles His Copy 

L. II. 505, MOBILE. ALA. — Well, 
well* well* here another month has 
gone by and time for another story. 
So, may I ask you to be patient with 


me Hi! I try to put something on paper 
that you may enjoy reading? 

First ami foremost. Jet me tell 
you about the rare pleasure I en- 
joyed at the convention in Miami, 

You know that there are times in 
everybody's life when at sometime 
nr other there is someone whom you 
have had dealings with but have never 
seen. And an the time goes by the 
desire strikes you that you would 
like more than anything else to meet 
that unseen cn- worker or fellow pen- 
man or whatever or whomever it may 
be* 

1 have been handling this stuff for 
old 505 for a few years now* and all 
of u sudden, I had the desire to meet 
the party who is burdened with the 
job of carrying nut details for our 
Editor J. Scott Milne, by editing the 
letters and articles that go into he 
JopknaL to make up the "lineal 
Lines" section. 1 wanted to see and 
know the party who year after year 
has to go over the "stuff" that makes 
up ihat part nf the magazine that 
most members read. As I sat at my 
typewriter time after time, pounding 
out something that I hn|»ed would la* 
interesting* I would stop and hmk over 
it and just wonder about the unfor- 
tunate one that would have to go over 
this, make corrections, put it into 
shape and make it as presentable as 
pOMible. The writer will never take 
the errors of commission and omis- 
sion as his, never. 

Well, this remarkable person I had 
the pleasure to meet at the conven- 
tion in Miami. Boys* you will be sur- 
prised, Miss Marie Downey, super- 
visor of the JotntNAL, is all that you 
would expect and I will say. more, 
She is indeed a beautiful young lady, 
full of energy and vitality and really, 
the JotTONAL is next to her heart. 
And while I am talking about you* 
Miss Downey, tel me extend to you 
my most heartfelt congratulations for 
a job well done* and I hope that the 
years wilt hut mellow your at I tude 
toward us press secretaries whom 1 
know must at times rile your nerves 
with such misconstructed letters* and 
misquoted quotations. 

Well, let's step now, as I could go 
on and on and on talking about such 
a lovely lady. Now let's talk about 
the convention which was a huge 
success. All the officers were reelected 
for another term* and I know the 
progress shown in the past will con- 
tinue in the future under the able 
leadership of these men. 

h was the largest convention ever 
heli] by the LB.EAV, And it was 
very ably handled by our genial Pres- 
ident* Brother D, W, Tracy* The 
delegates attending were very close 
to 2709, The exact attendance was 
given by Brother Milne, but it has 
escaped my mind. 

I must say that Miami gave up a 
little of everything it had and ever 
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At the Annual Fish Fry of Local at Canton, Ohio 



These members of Local Cnion 110 look as though they had their share uf enjoyment* 


expects to have, even u hit of a hurri- 
cane. 

As we of old 505 have one once in 
a while, it was no novelty to us, but 
the visitors who have never seen one 
really had a good one to “cut* 1 their 
teeth on. It was a “hum dinner, 0 
1 do at this time wish to thank 
the many boys from over the country 
and from Canada for their letters of 
encouragement — they really mean a 
hit to fellows who take up this press 
secretary's job, 

Percy E. Johnson, P. S. 

* * * 

Canton Local Holds 

Annual Fish Fry 

I.. V. 549, CANTON. OHIO— The im- 
mini fish fry ami outing of Local 540 
was held Saturday, August J^ih, at 
Sweeney's Grove, Sandy ville, Ohio* 
Chairman of the outing was Domenic 
DeGirolomo and Lee Covan was chief 
cook. 

The affair started at one pan, and 
the fish was served at five p.m,, at 
which time 200 were present. 

The afternoon was spent playing 
softball, horseshoes, poker and drink- 
ing beer. Everybody in the local had 
n good time and plans to meet again 
next year- 

DOM EMC DkG J ROLOMO, 

Pi c to i c Chit irw a it . 

• it 

Canadian Wage Award 

In Arbitrator’s Hands 

l„ 11. 561, MONTREAL, QUEBEC, 

CANADA — Here wo are still waiting 
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for our final wage reward. Our Fed- 
eral Government has made Its ap- 
pointment of arbitrator, in the per- 
son of Mr. Justice B. Kellock, of the 
Supreme Court of Canada, who lias 
the task of making “compulsory arbi- 
tration" between the railways of Can- 
ada and our 15 International and two 
Canadian unions. There has been one 
sitting so far. In camera, all one can 
say is that, while we must reserve 
our opinion, we still can think what 
may lie in store for us, when it is left 
to a court justice to decide our cause. 

During the past month Local 561 
has had a social evening with a three- 
fold purpose, first- the evening was 
opened with a frank discussion on and 
for the direct instructions to our dele- 
gates to the convention, on the ques- 
tion of pension of our Canadian mem- 
bers. This discussion was very lively 
as well as instructive. 

Secondly — the presentation of twen- 
ty-year membership buttons, the fol- 
lowing members were presented with 
same: E, Alexander, H. Dickenson, 
A, Dion, G, Fyfo, Sr,, C. T, Cover, 
Edward Gray, H. Hay, G. L. La- 
mnrche, EcL Trembly, W. B, Tucker, 
A. P. Walker, Charles Schofield, E. 
Smcicluimski, D, S, MncDougalL Each 
member's name was greeted with a 
hearty round of applause. Then the 
successful members who attended this 
local's diesel-electric course were pre- 
sented with their certificates. The fol- 
lowing members received certificates, 
who had received marks in the order 
named: John Sharpley, K Jones, N. 
Laporte, Emile Picard, M. Fournier, 
K ft Sawyer, W* IL Sawyer, W. K. 
Redhead, H. Boudreau It, John W, 
Pike, It. St. Pierre, Eugene Mantha, 


A* Corbett, F. A. Goddard. Congratu- 
lations Brothers, 

The twenty-year button presenta- 
tion was made by our C.N.IL General- 
Chairman K, Cockbum, and the pres- 
entation of certificates was made by 
our C.lUi. General Chairman S. 
Jones. There was also a very nice 
surprise presentation made. Brother 
E. Si Pierre on behalf of all the 
members who have attended the local's 
diesel -elec trie courses presented Bro- 
ther W, IL Walsh with a genuine 
leather portfolio for his untiring ef- 
forts in making these diesel-electric 
Courses both interesting and success- 
ful. I would like to add the congratu- 
lations and thanks of this local too. 
Bill, for a job well done. 

The third purpose, last but not 
least, was n refreshment and show 
period, served by the local. The show' 
was very well received as well as 
the refreshments and while every- 
thing was nice for the ones that did 
attend, I must say Brothers that it is 
very discouraging for the few mem- 
lairs who work so hard to make 
these undertakings a success, when 
one sees so few members interested 
enough to come out and attend, for 
within the past few years the Enter- 
tainment Committee of this local has 
endeavored to put on a show that you 
would like. They have given you three 
different kinds of shows and what was 
the result? We have charged you, we 
have made rallies and this last show 
we gave to you free, yet no go. I 
am sure that with all the personal re- 
sponsibility which some members have 
to take to put on these shows for you, 
1 for one would nut he surprised if 
they refused to undertake the same 
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responsibility in the future, if you 
members do not back them up any 
hotter* 

Our International Convention bus 
come and gone for another two years* 
ami insofar as our pension scheme is 
concerned, there is not much change, 
as an attending delegate, it is be- 
yond me to comprehend how the gen- 
eral assembly will vote as long as 
the "concurs” or “nonconcurs" are 
coming from certain quarters* All 
one lias to do Is look in the Bylaw 
Committee's report and/or Resolu- 
tions Committee's report and you will 
get just what I mean with 2,647 dele- 
gates attending* I would tike to say 
"to whom it may concern," please do 
not spoil nor overdo a good thing* 
by taking too much authority. Enough 
said. 

Brothers, again 1 say to you* j (lease 
come down to your monthly meeting* 
This is for your own good, not for 
mine, because I am always there* One 
Brother said some time ago, that the 
reason that he did not come down was 
because it was always the same ones 
that did the talking. Well, Brothers, 
if you did come down then it would 
not befall the same ones to do the 
talking. You would get your turn, 
and 1 am sure that the ones that 
are criticized for doing the talking 
would gladly shut up for a change. 
So let's see you come down more 
often, 

E. J. OTtoltEKTY, P. S, 

• • • 

Montreal Delegates 
Back From Miami 

L. IT. 568, MONTREAL, 1(1' E.. CAN- 
ADA — Our delegate* to the J.B.- 
E.W. convention in Miami all got hark 
home safe a ml sound and they were 
unanimous in saying that the conven- 
tion was a success from all angles. 
8 g there you are, fellows. Our Pivm 
dent for the next four years is a 
fellow you all should know by now- 
Brother Dan Tracy* 

The main topic at our last regular 
meeting dealt with our newly funned 
Social and Welfare Committee, con- 
sisting of the following Brothers: Al- 
bert Marquis, president; Borneo Duel 
lette* secretary and Brothers Frank 
♦Stacey, Luc Joubert and yours truly, 

Undoubtedly most of you have been 
given a booklet of tickets for Ihr 
drawing to take place at our next 
meeting. Do not forget, fellas, to 
turn In the stubs at least a week be- 
fore the meeting— you only have one 
booklet to look after, we have one 
thousand. 

In spite of everything, there are 
still some of our Brothers who don't 
know what a Welfare Committee is. 

I suggest that all those who are still 
in the dark, attend our general meet- 
ing in December and find out a thing 


or two. We are only trying to help 
all our Brothers, including you. The 
least you could do is to agree with 
us. 

A serious accident befell two of 
otir Brothers last month. Brothers 
Albert Honey and Lucien Benoit suf- 
fered eye and facial burns resulting 
from a flash on a high voltage trans- 
former. They were hospitalized for 
three weeks. Brother Albert Soucy 
is now back on the job but Brother 
Benoit is still recuperating at his 
home. 

Your scribe is now the proud owner 
of a brand new Boy a I Portable type- 
writer and with a little bit of good 
luck, I should be able to meet my pay- 
ments on it regularly, so that I can 
continue gossiping in the Jdvrxal 
every month. 

Yours truly had the pleasure of 
assisting at the golden jubilee ban- 
quet of the Sheet Metal Workers In- 
ternational Association, Local lid, at 
the Mount Royal Hotel, along with 
our President Rene Gauthier; Vico 
President Borneo Ouellette; Business 
Manager W* Chart ter arid Brother 
Donat Lu Route. We all hail our wives 
along, too. Both our p resident and 
vice president had the honor (if you 
want to cull it that) of shaking hands 
with our Prime Minister of Canada, 
Rt. Hon. Louis St. Laurent. That 
may he the reason why they have 
their light hands in their pockets 
lately. 

By the way, that story on the Fire 
Fighters In last month's edition was 
a humdinger. With that kind of re- 
porting and pictorial display, there is 
no wonder that our Journal is get- 
ting merit awards. 

This ends up my gossip for this 
month. If any of you Brothers have 
any news or pictures of interest in 
our membership, let's have them. I'll 
see to it that they be made public* See 
you all on December 21st at the gen- 
eral meeting. 

Lotus 0. Theriault, P. S. 

• * • 

Knowledge Is Freedom, 

Scribe Points Out 

L. r. 59,*. . OAKLAND, CALIF, — This 
living the quiet period before the re- 
turn of the delegates to the conven- 
tion, there is very little to report. So 
perhaps this would lie a good time to 
digress o hit. I would like to express 
a few thoughts on a subject that is 
of much importance to all members 
to my way of thinking, namely, 
GOOD UNIONISM. 

When we, us individuals, receive 
the benefits of union wages and con- 
ditions, and enjoy the privileges of 
living a recognized pari of u strong 
organization, we should ask ourselves 
"What did I do to cam these bless- 
ings, what can f do in the way of 
com pens ni ion?" 


We should all realize that every- 
thing has its price and nothing is 
free. Therefore, if we receive a bene- 
fit or privilege, we become indebted 
for these things and this debt we 
must pay. History shows us thal 
man has always had to pay for any 
privilege. In this day and time you 
may hear many a speaker promise 
you things and tell you they are 
free, that if you support him you need 
not pay for Ihe privilege ho secures 
for you. Hut u moment's thought on 
this will show you you have paid, 
indeed you have paid such a price, 
you have sold your birthright to sat- 
isfy the debt because you have placed 
yourself in the jmwer of your bene- 
factor. 

Again 1 say, we must pay for what 
we receive. Nothing is free except 

Divine gifts, and in discharging 

indebtedness we are obligated tu show 
that we put the benefit to good use* 
and that we are worthy of receiving 
future privileges* 

We are alt subject to the law of 
com|>eiisatiun* If your union has 
helped you to secure I tetter wages and 
conditions, and has bettered your eco- 
nomic condition, then you are obli- 
gated to help your union to be strong 
and able to forge ahead in its activi- 
ties. You cun discharge your obliga- 
tion best by attending your local 
union meetings and keeping yourself 
informed on current problems, study- 
ing conditions, and preparing your- 
stdf so as to be abb* to take part jn 
discussions on the floor ami to other- 
wise take an intelligent interest in 
the operation of your local union. 

An often repeated phrase says: 
"Knowledge is freedom." We would 
do well hi study this carefully. The 
more a nation of people know, the 
harder they are to enslave, likewise 
the more we know about conditions 
and affairs concerning us, the less 
likely we are to lose any of our free- 
doms. 

More cm this subject later. 

I was very pleased to see Brother 
Fritz Jan&son at the meeting on Uc to- 
iler 13, MFjU. He was present if* watch 
his son take the obligation, and be- 
come a member of the same local 
union that he has belonged to for so 
many years. Brat her -lansacm is now 
retired, but is well remembered by all 
the old timers. May the son endear 
himself to everyone as his respected 
father did before him. 

William O. Hiktajhi, R 8* 

• * * 

Richmond Local Holds 

Annual Family Picnic 

L. F. 666, RICHMOND, \ A.— I am 
sending with this letter a picture 
showing a portion of the nearly 5U0 
people who attended our local's an- 
nual family picnic, held late this Mini- 
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Nearly 500 attended the annual nuiiug of Local Union fififi- 


mer nt one of the local swimming 
takes* Following the <lay of games, 
am use mentis anti the general "chit- 
chat," it was reported a good time 
was hud by all* The entertainment 
committee deserves compliments for 
a job well done. 

As far as working conditions are 
concerned, we are just about hold- 
ing our own with practically all of 
the membership employed at the pres- 
ent time. This is due primarily to 
the fact that there is an extensive 
school building program going cm tn 
Richmond and vicinity. Also there 
sue several 'small plants ladng built, 
if the material situation does not 
tighten up, there should he more than 
enough work after the first of the 
year. 

We record with sorrow the passing 
of Brothers Tom flriffln, Raymond 
Kills ami Morris Hi mis. We extend 
deepest sympathy to the families of 
the deceased. 

Wi* are pleased (o report that Bro- 
ther Womack is up and about after 
being hospitalized for several months. 
And we are sorry to bear that Bro- 
ther Tommy Sykes is back at Mc- 
Guire's* Keep plugging fellows, we're 
behind you! 

We have a last-minute report from 
Brother Grover W. Wiley* business 
manager, and Brother John F. Owens, 
recording secretary, who were dele- 
gates to the International Conven- 
tion, They were particularly im- 
pressed by the harmonious and agree- 
able spirit of the convention. Vice 
I 'resident Gordon Freeman was un- 
opposed ami unanimously reelected 
Vice President of the 4th District. 
The biggest event of the trip# accord- 
ing In Brother Wiley, was the hurri- 
cane and big winds. At the height of 
the storm, the winds were in the 
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vicinity of 103 m.p.h, He said the 
winds were so terrific that a steel 
beam was blown nfF an upper floor of 
a hotel under construction on Bis- 
euyne Boulevard, falling in a parking 
lot and crushing seven cars. When 
the storm was nl the peak of its 
furry, the high winds rocked the 
hotel so that Brother Owens went 
down to stay in the lobby, remarking 
l but it was the hint lime he's been 
rocket! since he was a baby. They 
said, however, that it was beautiful 
country and the sights were more 
beautiful than pictures could tell. 

ThaFs all for this time. See you 
next month* 

R. M. Roberts, p. s* 

* * * 

St. Petersburg Gets 

6-/3% Wage Increase 

I., V. fiK2, NT. PETKJtSBtrRG, FLA. - 
As a result of terms of the recently 
signed working agreement between 
the company and the six local unions 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Fleet rical Workers representing T2? 
employes, a fV-n percent wage in- 
crease for union employes, goes into 
effect on September 2d, j. Shirley 
G racy, vice president in charge of 
[lersoimet# has announced* The raises 
in pay for the 1,450 company em- 
ployes will amount in 13 5,000 an- 
nually. 

" During the more than 14 years the 
I , B . K . W . has re \ 1 ri ■ si* n t ed em pi o ye s 0 f 
our company, our relationship with 
union memliers has been largely one 
of harmony and friendly cooperation, 111 
said Gracy, who signed the agreement 
for the company. "There has been no 
strike or threat of strike during that 
time. We are happy that the ne- 


gotiations this year ha%’e been con- 
i’ ludei l in a satisfactory manner to 
both the employes and the company." 

U, IF Kvle, distribution dispatcher 
in St. Petersburg, and business man- 
ager for the unions, said that union 
members were "highly pleased that 
another contract lias been completed 
under the usual friendly atmosphere 
that has always prevailed between 
employes and employer*" 

Martin L. Overton, P. S, 

• * * 

Reading Annual Outing 
Is a Great Success 

L. l T . 74:!, READING, PA.— Our an- 
nual outing was held on the last 
Saturday in July, It was a grand 
ami successful affair enjoyed by all 
members who were present, and 
guests. The concensus, voiced fre- 
quently, was, "such things should hap- 
pen more often." Our social events 
are usually few and far between, how- 
ever our next "shindig" that will be 
held will be our Winter Frolic, which 
will be held during the early winter. 
At that affair the Brothers will lie 
hosts to their wives and sweethearts. 

We are hereby notifying several of 
our LO* 743 Brothers who have the 
big game hunters* instinct at heart, 
that they should get in touch with 
Brother Pat Gravitt out of L*U* 692 
Hay City* Michigan who is working 
on an invention that will be a boon 
to the following "Frank Bucks," 
Charles "Chuck" Rhoads, Harry 
"Him" Rhodes, Ray Seltzer, Frank 
Bittner# Russ Ludwig, Walt Rhoads 
and others who are subject to "buck 
fever," Brother Gmvitt notifies us 
through an article in the Journal 
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Company and / nion i\i‘^otiatitii> Committees 



Piclured above arc Company anil union negotiating committees which this 
niimth met in Petersburg to draw up li working agreemenl between the com- 
iniuv and International Brotherhood uf Electrical Workers’ Local unions. 
Seated, I, to R, are I ‘resident C. Gil man; Vice Presidents J. S, 11 racy and 
\\ r V\ , Wolff: E* \V* Folsom, Valdosta; It. It. Kyle. SL Petersburg, business 
manager system council: Harold If a vis. Turner Plant; and A. A. Moore, Inter- 
nal iorial representative for Lit. KAY* Back row, M. F* Bunnell, director of prr- 
sonnet; Vice President W i. Clapp; M. K. McKean, superintendent or operalina 
count niciinn and maintenance; V, G. Pune in an, St. I'elerabiirg; II. B. Smith, 
Avon Park Plant; L. F, Woodbury, Jnglis; and Hoy Heffner, Apopka, 


thul he has almost perfected an all- 
purpose compass. The instrument will 
point directly to the location of your 
cabin, lodge or car, in the event one 
should get lost or bewildered. It is 
also a direction finder for birds and 
rabbits shot down by the hunter. You 
are welcome for the above info, Imys. 

Work is very good in our vicinity. 
Commercial and industrial installa- 
tions arc numerous. One of the large 
projects is the Til us steam generating 
power plant. It is Iw-ing elected by 
the Met rofxilitan Edison Company 
comprising two 7fi|fH}() k.w, General 
Electric turbine generators. If you 
would like n change of scenery and 
our business agent would honor your 
request lo come on, Brother you've 
got yourself a Job, 

L,U. T PS is happy to report that a 
big majority of Its members are paid 
up subscribers to Labors League of 
Political Education. Without a doubt 
the L.L.P.H. was u contributing factor 
in deciding she JSM8 election. The re- 
sult was a favorable Congress that 
okayed an improved social security 
pension, raised the minimum wage 
law, and built more low rent housing. 
It paid otT in 1948, why not repeat? 
“Get that vote in for labor in Fifty, 
and labor will lie sitting nifty.*' 

The greatest reason for getting la- 
Imr to vote on Novemlier 7th, is the 
back-breaking Taft-Uartley law. The 
coming election will indicate the pro- 
gressive legislation of a liberal Con- 
gress, Organized labor must respond 
personally at the voting booth Novem- 
ber 7th, If workers vote, men will 


be elected who will repeal the Tuft- 
Hartley law* 

I.B.EAV. Brothers, everywhere, 
tune in on Mr. Frank Edwards who 
broadcasts nightly, Monday to Fri- 
day inclusive. He is sponsored by 
the A. F, of L. His news is of in- 
terest to all members. Wc of the 
Brotherhood should listen in fin all 
labor news that is not labor-hating, 
by a commentator whose news is 
yours and mine. 

Joseph J, Jaemoska, r. S, 

* * * 

Seek to Perpetuate 
Tennessee Open Shop 

l„ I\ 7611, KNOXVILLE, TEN - 
For the benefit of the Brothers of 
other local unions, m well as those 
members of TOO, who do not receive 
the Eiiitf Tennrxtwr Labor Stun l 
would like to call attention to Tin* 
Tennessee Business Men’s Associa- 
tion. Perhaps they think we are dumb 
enough not to know whose side we nit- 
on, or could be they are themselves 
just plainly ignorant enough not to 
realise that they have given away 
their whole “scheme.” The Tennes- 
see Business Men's Association re- 
cently sent a form letter to the En*t 
TYfftuwtffr Labor Stint soliciting 
funds to help in lobbying for the 
maintenance of the open shop law. 
The letter came from the association's 
Nashville office. In this letter they 
suggested that the contributions so 
made would be deductible from in- 


come tax if designated as a contri- 
bution. They want to “liaise real 
money to cany out plans." Who are 
these business men? Why do they dr 
sire to preserve the open shop law in 
Tennessee? How many contract shops 
that now employ union electricians 
are niendw i s of this busmen men’s 
association? These are questions that 
we should ask ourselves and we 
alum lil find the real answers to these 
questions and take action concerted l y 
in accordance with what we find to be 
the truth in this matter. In connec- 
tion with this 1 would recall to your 
memory the letters that I have writ- 
ten to you previously anil ask you 
to consider what 1 have said in the 
light of tins revelation substantiating 
many of my generalities, Cougicft-i 
Ibis as a specific instance. In ou« 
money Hint we contribute to the fur 
tlicmnre of our plans to better Hie 
welfare of our Brothers deductible 
from income tax? Brothers, I am try- 
ing In get you to do some serious and 
deep thinking, so 1 am apt to bring 
out from time to time many and devi- 
ous topics for discussion and medita- 
tion, The chief idea behind all of 
this is the elevation of the physical, 
mental, moral, and intellectual as well 
us tin* spiritual self of each one of 
us. We must arrive at a common 
viewpoint, at well as a common goal 
before we can attain the goal desired. 
Of the whole of mankind, only a 
very few out of every ten thousand 
has any aspiration beyond tin* daily 
needs of the gross animal life. This 
should not be so, wo should be in- 
terested in our WHOLE Life, not 
just a part of it. In this age, as in 
all past ages, the greater number of 
men- all except a chosen few — in 
most of the countries of the world, 
are burn to be mere ‘lieasts of burd- 
en/* co-la Iwuvrs with the horse and 
the ox. Profoundly ignorant, even in 
“civil isted" lands, they think and rea- 
son I ike the animals by the side of 
which they till. For them, God, soul, 
spirit, immortality, are mere words 
with no rent understandable meaning. 
The God of nineteen- twentieths of the 
Christ inn World is only Rel. Moloch, 
Jove, Mithras, nr Admtai. under a 
different name but still worshipped 
with the old pagan ceremonies and 
ritualistic formulas. For the most 
part they only think that they be- 
lieve in another life, in a judgment 
and a punishment for sin. Yet they 
will nonetheless persecute as infidels 
ami atheists those who do not believe 
what they themselves imagine that 
they be! i eve, and which yet they I hem 
selves do not really believe, because 
it is incomprehensible to them in their 
ignorance and want of intellect. To 
the vast majority of mankind, God is 
but the reflected image. In infinite 
space, of the earthly tyrant on his 
throne, only more powerful, more in- 
scrutable, and more implacable. 
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Work on Mobridge Power Plant 



Thom* men* now working on tire 8,500 kilowatt addition lo I ho Muiilaim Dakota 
Utilities company's Mobridge, S. IL, power plant, are described by Cecil Ackley, 
Bismarck, business manager of l*»ru 1 I.ILK.VV. muon Vo, 975, as "the kind of 
crew everyone d reams of managing/ 1 Left to right, front row, they are: Gen- 
eral Foreman I Vie FiUluigh, Ackley, Jutl Harris, general superintendent, 
Slern-Kogera Co., He over, con tractors Second Row, John Wolf, Pueblo, Colo.; 
Jeff La (tranche, Bismarck; Douglas Ackley, Bismarck; Leo Nelson, Bismarck* 
[tuck row: John Ben:, foreman, Jamestown; Zelh Saunders, Si ant on; Bernard 
Henson, Mandan; Clarence Torgeaon, Bismarck; Bernard Kubel, Bismarck: Joe 
Brow n, Mandan and Clarence Anderson, Ryder. Ted Vawter, owner manager 
of Electric Engineering and Const r ucl ioli Co*, Denver, subcontractor on the job* 


Over more than three* fourths of 
the inhabitable globe. Immunity still 
kneels, like the camel a, to take upon 
itself the burdens to be tamely borne 
for its tyrants. Everywhere in the 
world labor is, in some manner, form 
or shape, the slave of capital; gen- 
erally, a slave to be fed only so 
long us his work is profitable to the 
owner of the human-chat He. That 
this is true one does not have to look 
far away at other lands but instead 
can see that it is true in his own im- 
mediate environment. The only dif- 
ference is the manner in which they 
go about enslaving us. We are none 
the less the slaves of those who con- 
trol our education, both spiritual and 
material. Who are these? I have tried 
in previous letters to expose this by 
generalizations. Stop und think I Head 
again, the first part of this letter! 
Look closely and then ask yourself 
who are the people who com pose such 
organizations as that, and also think 
about the AM A, the NAM, and others 
of similar breed. 

Commercial greed deadens the 
the nerves of sympathy of nations, 
and selfish personal greed hm the 
same effect In individuals. This makes 
them deaf to the demands of honor, 
and the impulses of generosity. The 
universal pursuit of wealth dethrones 
God and pays divine honors to Mam- 
mon and Beelzebub. Then selfishness 
rules supreme; to win. wealth becomes 
the whole business of life; but is lids 
acquisition of wealth the real goal? 

CLAKKNTB T, CkEEKMGKK, P* S, 

* ■ • 

Complete Big Addition 
To South Dakota Plant 

L. LT. 975, litSMAKCK. N. I».— En- 
closed you will find a picture timl 
write up of local Union 1175, of Bis- 
marck, North Dakota, inside wl rumen. 
This picture was taken by Die A/o- 
hridye Tribune, ami hm been run in 
the hixmarck Tnhunr t and upon com- 
pletion of the job at Mobridge, will 
run in the Mobridge paper. We fuel 
it Is good material for the ELECTRICAL 
Workers’ Journal, 

This is the fifth job of Ibis nature 
these men have been together on. 
This is the second job done for Ted 
Vawter, manager and owner of the 
Electric Engineering and Construc- 
tion Service, of Denver, Colorado. 
AH men hi the picture with the ex- 
ception of three arc members of Loc- 
al Union 975, of Bismarck* 

Following is a description of the 
job: 

Bismarck -Tribune — July 28, 1950 
MONTAN A-DAKOTA ADDITION 
TO GIVE BOOST TO SERVICE 

Special to The Tvihum*. 
MINNEAPOLIS — The 8,500-ki lok 
watt addition to the power plant of 


Mon tana* Dakota Utilities Co. ut Mo- 
ll ridge, S. D., now nearing comple- 
tion is a part of the postwar expan- 
sion program of the company and 
will In 1 a major factor in improving 
electric service to Mobridge and its 
surrounding territory and In provid- 
ing adequate facilities for future loud 
growth, 11, L. Pearson, assistant Mon- 
tana Dakota vice president said 
Thursday, 

The new plant, which includes 
an 8,500- kilowftH steam turbine and 
two boilers, each capable' of pro- 
ducing 50,000 pounds of steam an 
hour continuously, together with 
auxiliary ctpi ip merit, coal handling 
equipment and a complete mil or 
supply system and treating plant, 
was designed and constructed for 
Montana-Dakota hy Si on ms -Roger 
Mann facto ring To, of Denver, Colo- 
rado, It is expected to bo in op- 
eration early in November, 

This plant, together with a similar 
installation completed lust year as 
an addition tu the Montana- Dakota 
Utilities Co/s plant at Beulah, for 
Dakotas Electric Cooperative, Inc., is 
a part of the cooperative arrange- 
ment between the U. S. Bureau of Re- 
clamation, the UFA und Muuluna- 
Dakota, whereby the fticl-UlicN oT the 
three parties are “pooled" to supply 


low cost electric power throughout the 
territory, Pearson said. 

This program also Includes the con- 
struction, now nearing completion, of 
over 200 miles of fi0,0tM> volt tnms- 
missiori line buPcoeu Beulah, and 
Klkmdule, together with substations 
at Beulah, Bismarck, Linton, Wifchek, 
Ashley and KUendale. This line and 
the substations are being constructed 
with funds supplied by and under 
the agreement with Dakotas Electric 
Cooperative, toe*, and will ho op- 
erated hy Montana- Dakota. Utilities 
Co, 

The new plant at Mobridge, to- 
gether with the oilier facilities de- 
scribed above and the existing 
plants ant! transmission lines of the 
company, wilt provide a dependable 
source •• T power l It run ghoul the 
company’s service a re a, including a 
large number of REA cooperatives 
and oilier customers of I he Bureau 
of Reclamation pending completion 
of the Bureau's hydro plants at 
Garrison, and Ft* Kan da II, S. D* 

Upon completion of these govern- 
ment hydro plants, the company's fa- 
cilities will provide the necessary 
stand-by lo assure u supply of firm 
puwi i throughout the territory served 
by Mniituhn-Dnkotu, Pearson stated. 

We are out he to slugging, and in- 
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Hal tot Rouge's League Champions 



Some of the mem tiers* of Ihu softball learn «T L U, 995, Ha l mi Rouges Lru 
which won (he Southern Soft ha II League championship. Sim wo are C, !L Sims 
business a mi I (hack row, center), and, hi front front, holding Ihu trophy. Miss 
Jean Huurg of the Statu Federal inn and Mis* Tiny A I him, oilier clerk. 


tend to keep hard at it. This .group 
of men are the type that if told to 
fish in a dry ravine, they would try 
just that. This is the type of men 
that are selling union labor here in 
the Dakotas, 

Cecil D. Ackley, B, M. 

* * * 

Baton Rouge Fields 

Fine Softball Team 

I. B. K. \V. S95, BATON UOUCE. LA. 
— L, U. No. 995 is justly proud of the 
fine softball team it fielded during 
the past season, It began Ihu season 
with a total of 17 players and was 
lucky enough to retain the same men 
throughout the entire season. "Soupy" 
Ford had to take time out for an op* 
eration (hiring mid-season play, but 
was hack in the line-up for the re- 
gional play-off games. With good 
play, excellent team spirit, ami good 
support, the team finished the regular 
season out in front locally, and went 
on to win the Southern Softball 
League play-offs and are now the 
proud possessors of the league trophy. 
Not content with regularly scheduled 
league games, our team scheduled 
games with out of conference teams 
and was successful in defeating them 
all. One such team that proved “tough 
to take" was one fielded by the Leper 
Colony at Carvillc, La. Those boys 
could play hall. 

With delight, there is sometimes 
found remorse — ours came with the 
elect locution of one of our season- 


long team players, "Penn 1 * Gonzales 
shortly after the completion of post- 
season play, "Penn" was a ti Human, 
and met his death while on duty. 
Team manager for the past season 
has been Sam Romeo, assistant man- 
ager, was Cecil Coor, field captains 
were Tickle Sain and Junior Craw 
ford, players were “Soupy 0 Ford, 
Gene Hernandez, Clyde Hoover, Clif 
ford Bar rick, Alton Richard, Vernon 
Newman, Penn Gonzales, Junior 
Crawford, Stanley Heine, Gene May* 
cux, FI! is Soiigy, Bo Courtney, Itudy 
Pa cri no, Conley Brand and Red 
Black, and the hut- hoy was Russell 
Sain. 

Work has been extremely slow in 
the Baton Rouge area for the past 
several months, but through the tire- 
less efforts of our business agent in 
securing temporary jobs, together 
with unemployment compensation, our 
"benched" members haven't I wen do- 
ing too badly. Let us hope that the 
existing situation will clear somewhat 
in thu near future. 

It. J, tfrmriit P. s. 

• • • 

Steady Progress Made 

By New York Local 

L. r. 1255, W. NYACK, V Y.— Wt 
finally made the grade! This is tile 
first of many articles to come. 

It is a little early for the ground 
hog, but L. U. 1255 has finally come 
up out of the ground. It is the spring 
in our union life and we are trying 


to take ail vantage of it. For the past 
three years, step by step, contract by 
contract, we have progressed and 
now are an example for many other 
locals in our ami. 

Among some of the activities that 
are on our agenda to promote good 
ami welfare in our Local was a barbe- 
cue, which was held September 17th 
at Leins Grove. Old Tappan, N, L 
Thu committee, which consisted of Bill 
Reilly, Arnold Smith, Vincent Col- 
a roll, John Chamhmvich, George 
Monahan and George Dezago should 
Ijc complimented on the fine way in 
which they planned things In make a 
very enjoyable time for everyone. 
They displayed the thought fulness 
and cooperation that gnus to make 
a perfect brotherhood. There were 
contests for the men and women and 
the children were not forgotten either 
with many good prizes for all the 
winners. Songs hy Danny Mack and 
Chuck Collins of the Local Union and 
Muriel Newell, with guitar hy Giles 
Purvis, all helped to make the day 
complete. The door prize was won by 
Walter Barnes. 

President Far re! wishes to take 
this opportunity to puhlicully thank 
everyone for their fine spirit in suje 
f Karting our first annual outing. 
Everyone said that they had so much 
good food and enjoyed themselves so 
much, that they can't wait until next 
year to have another. 

Keep your eye open for L. IL 
1255, for It is our sincere wish l** 
get some interesting news into the 
Jorit.v vl each month. 

Li.ovn F. G VKPMvtt, P. S. 

* * * 

Add New Members at 
Coast Guard Yard 

I,. V. I :in 3. BALT! .Ml lHE, Ml). K..r 
the benefit of the Brothers who liked 
my report in the November issue of 
our Journal and also for those who 
did not like same, 1 shall write this in 
the hope of satisfying everyone, 
though 1 know it is not an easy task. 
Nevertheless, news is news, whether 
IPs read from the newspapers or 
heard on the radio. So here is news 
from the Coast Guard Yard, which is 
still in Curtis Bay and going along 
the pace as usual. Glad to continue 
my progress report, and I know that 
everyone expects the boom to go into 
the year 1951. A sure sign of progress 
was noted by our drive, which was 
held recently, for members from the 
Yard. We shall obligate quite a large 
number of candidates at our next 
regular meeting. 

Brother Robert L. Waller, our re- 
cording secretary and delegate to the 
24th convention in Miami, Florida, 
returned safe anil tired and reported 
that everything went along fine dur- 
ing the week. Your scribe asked Bob 
about the hurricane and he replied, 
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Wi remold President Addressing Luncheon 



An article in last month's Journal I old of I he r»0th nnni versa ry luncheon 
for IK Hayes Murphy, president of the Wiremnld Company, Hartford, Cornu, 
who is shown speaking here* Others, seated from left, are: Cebhart 8chach, 
chairman of ilu* W i rerun Id Fuh'iih'hS Club; Edmond (i. Goulet, vice president 
of Local Union 104U; Louis S, Zahromtky, company treasurer; Charles K, 
Rutherford, manager of the textiles division; Mrs, IK Hayes Murphy; Walter 
J. Ke no tick, International liepresenlalive of the LIKKAV,; William IK Hall* 
company secretary; Morris Johnson* Hu si ness Manager of Local 1 niou 1040- 


'‘Hurricane? What hurricane?*' Gosh* 
seems like the newspapers played it 
up big* Oh, well, that's what 1 mean 
by news. 

Local Union 1383*8 officers and 
members asked yours truly to take 
this opportunity to thank the officers, 
committee men ami members of Local 
Union 34*J and Loral Union 13411, who 
were the hosts to the convention* You 
have all done a magnificent job. 
Also, we go on record congratulating 
all the L 0, officers who were re* 
elected for another term. Congratu- 
lations also are extended to Brother 
Car! Scholtz upon his reflection to 
the Executive Council* With Thanks- 
giving at hand, we shall thunk Hod 
we have men like them in the offices 
of our great organization. Amen* 

Our Here* There and l^Pt ry where 
Department: Here, The Yard expects 
to he put on a Post Security situa- 
tion by the Const Guard Commandant, 
If so, we will not lie permitted to 
write about ship activities or move- 
ments of military personnel. There. 
In my travels on the tramways, I met 
Brother Simons, who wishes to be 
remembered to his friends, as do my 
co-workers on the present job. Bro- 
thers Kelly, Cook anti Pod Porter 
of Local Union HIT, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and U\ IK Harrison. Bro- 
thers, how about that Mr* Earl Sells? 

Anti now a very Merry Christmas 
to all of you from Local Union 1383, 
and myself. 

Refrkv Sears, P. S* 

• • • 

Seek Facilities For 

Care of Injured 

L. U. mu HANSON, MASS*— -For 
several months the business manager 
and the stewards of the various de- 
partments of Wheeler's have been 
meeting every two weeks, during 
working botii's, with management, and 
discussing various problems in order 
to have a better understanding. We 
are all hoping that this will improve 
relations between labor and manage- 
ment It seems to us that most of 
the friction which may occur in any 
business is mainly the result of mis- 
understandings, as it is when j>eople 
speak different languages. 

Recently we have felt the need of 
different arrangements to take care 
of sick or injured persons. Two of 
our girls, Marion Hovey and Effie 
Towne became ill during work hours 
and while watting for the doctor to 
arrive they were kept on the stretch- 
er in the work area, which caused 
several workers to Is 1 idle as well as 
making it inconvenient for both pati- 
ent and doctor when he did arrive. 
The cost of equipping a hist aid room 
w ou 1 d he I ess, w r bell e v v , than 1 h e 
loss of production in such cases. 

We have admired the decorative 
covers of our Journal, for the last 


several months* They say you can't 
judge a book by Its cover but some- 
times no one is tempted to look be- 
tween the cover a of a magazine that 
has an unattractive cover. 

The poem for the month of Novem- 
ber* "America for Me/* wua well 
worth saving. 

Work seems to be at a very high 
speed and of late we have been w< rk- 
ing Saturdays* 

In spite of the extra steps we must 
take to reach the parking area, the 
new grading and looming is a great 
i m p roven i en t to t he a p| tei iron ce o f * m i* 
plant. We suggest that the rear 
acreage lie tilled and graded so that 
during our jest periods we can play 
a few holes of golf. Too bad if we 
should get logy and fat from lack of 
exercise. 

Thanksgiving is fast approaching 
and we without much thinking, can 
find plenty that we should In* thank- 
ful for, and when dark days make 
us forget our blessings it would !>e 
well to remember, that the sun never 
leaves us; clouds may hide it from 
its but it is always there, and some- 
times we lose it by walking in the 
shade* 

Verna M. Lank, 1\ 8. 

■ * * 

Rail Local Extends 
Yule Greetings 

L. U. 1(531, HAKMON-ON-IUHSON, 
\* Y. — This being our H rut contribu- 
tion to ix Christmas number of the 
Journal* the members uf the local 


union wish the season's greetings to 
all nut Brothers in the LB.E.W* and 
to the Brothers of System Council 
No, 7* 

The officers anti members of Local 
Union 1G31 especially wish Christ- 
inas greetings and a very happy new 
year to the following members who 
are now in the armed forces: Broth- 
ers Patrick Rrophy, Army; Win, 
(Wild Bill) Wyatt, Navy; George 
G oss, Navy; Steve Weyant, Navy; 
Joseph Talerico, Army and John 
Turco, Navy and all other Broth ms 
who may be Inducted after this ar- 
ticle was written. 

This local union is very proud of 
its members mentioned above ami we 
all hope that these Brothers will be 
hack on the job in the very near 
future. May God protect them all* 

This local union intends to give 
a dinner dance some time in March, 
l Pol, in celebration of its first an- 
niversary as a local union* We ask 
the support of our fellow locals affili- 
ated with System Council No* 7 and 
all other locals to our International 
to help us make this a grand success. 

Your writer has I wen a p] minted by 
our President, A. D. Ciano, as general 
chairman of this forthcoming affair 
arid any local wishing to give us a 
I roost in the shape of an ad it would 
lie greatly appreciated. 

Remember, Brothers, the Christmas 
spirit,— It Is more blessed to give 
than to receive— but we are very 
willing to be on the receptive end at 
this time. 

Lav tn It. Van H often, I\ S* 
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14H— 7WI03 

880968 

I i 000810 

II IV.’T ‘ I 
B 737140 


M n 

1414 


HA 300015 
>61 1* I 


DTI 


3)2351 


ft 

427871 


B 

KtKJ.ftl 

1374 — 

20U537 

UTS 


-188*1+5 


B 

701785 

U76 


227122 


UA 410777 
6 1 697 1 
in HI 11761 

13X7 B 1 M 

11 I414J 

B UlC 

U 832737 

1378— 

HA 13821 
H A OH(16h:l 
BA 80*76 1 
11A 811*761 
HTiiftil 
1379 ft,„H( 

I 8-150] 

HA 3MS10& 

4HJ1H7 

1381 

BA I iX; 

111 IFC 
BA UiU 
BA Mlwy 
BA. I IHHH.S 
1381 721137 

357347 
1363 534 18 

BA '18*87:1 
H ('Hindu i 

76001 a 

1385- 

HA 1IU7 
170140 
ainraa 


:<*j,’j(2h 

800444 

212937 

127*7-8 

8'i**(M| 

299AOO 

40K*!ift 

7ftiHii2 

22712* 

l2ftl|!HP 

516361 

MOK40 

OOtiPC 

HOOCSC 

wk>ih; 

3227V* 

13923 

08700*1 

*06382 

SQfcm 

H70130 

4*1550 

184575 

482650 

l2oft|'3 : 
l.?tUJPC 
1 

54230 

1494110 

357,305 


721(750 
*305 [ 7 

imms 
2M9792 
83276SI 
307 I «4 

5(J477 
230107 
:isr4v:i2 
305441) 
2 7 43 Ml 

o;m7oi 

077321 
3672(i 
230043 
0507*1 
617072 
718032 
704 187 
05701 N l 
058277 

5160 \ft 
72611 V ft 
72023 
1080*1 
2750LV.{ 

hmi&eo 

201800 

KI2250 

20*1529 

£07016 

13323 
723V2!* 
,tt®170] 
73211 1 j 

lausut 

20W>6vf I 
712S84 • 
133770 

&8MH 


U37 


H A 7334 * 
ft V 270720 

1415 - 

BA ion:™* 
1418 ft 1 40536 

H VVKK3* 
1417— 1272 

B A I2fH8V. 
41050! 

Mil - 

BA 37(1204 
867.780 
1419— 1O1702 

BA 300764 

1420 ft 7202H 
ft 20(81*1 

1421 — 2(i3aO 

74 HM1 
ft U117A3 
ft 311024 
1422— B 10720 

SOOT 4 
B 82605 
1429 — BA 87(11 
BA 32 «Ott 
8-172 Ul 

1424 Ft Il f; 

ii iuc 
h me 

ft 163702 
ft 81X1200 
ft *18(510 
1425—11 40381 
B 62001 
170050 
ft 1(70012 
142C HAS022J 

IHMKIi 

2 WOW 
BA 140317 

09SCKK2 
1427— BA IOC 
BA 118(141 
FlA 20 1820 
B A 236318 

1423 

BA 1740*8 
1429 H iOSO-ftl 
MJO -BA iXI> 
BA 101 XG 
BA I VO 
BA 403&3 
172201 
UA -173 7*8 
873309 
1431 — BA 7(18 HI 
ft h«:nn T 
BA 377600 
BA 80*51.11 


13*058 

ISftfclfi 

70OOM2 

move 

flfiifrtai 

6 , ,t t a0( 
721300. 
,18241**! 
77,30 VO ; 
7J4075 
07032:1 i 

18I.V0J 
saunfti ; 
,vhh*»m 

173000 j 
2.V400 : 
M6250 
21758S, 
512177 1 
0*4101 
730672 ' 
7:±K104 
SfeHUK! 
iKUlfllt* 
'tfeJTn 
73. Ht 

75350 

srrti&t 

10340:: 

140503 

-|8(K 
120I i < 

Aio.vir, 

37m i ft 
8A57!*, r , 
1017171 
3t*W4“ 
72H3i 
0*53*8-1 
29401 
74107 

31186:1 
t«7$M 
SO Oft 

S7fi2 

:t20|,W 

S3TS62 

I600BC 

I lTOUCC 

IfiOOTIf 

16*142 

SlflKtHK 

500607 

*0600 

50(187 

J70701 

970026 

811225 

1WI07 

200078 

440*81 
11*8500 
lO.nouf 1 
l lllft* 
221841 
236436 

1 74 133 
40806(1 
I0OXJ) 

I IOOXC 
1 7 V ( ' 
20568 

174470 
S 733 10 
70835 
1 0370(1 
377700 
8(.kS5*2 


L. If, 

1432 1(18018 
B 3325 10 

7*13*4 
K057 1 9 

1433 It 3371 . VI 

1434 - ••i-vn.ii 

HIS , ft 105(4 

u (Uiiivn 
B 780380 
14 IE -i 

Ft 7V8S21 
B 84 1 30 1 
It :ilH*i50 
H 433873 
082*2.1 
14 JS T *7 5 i 

0006*5 

B HAOlfti 1 

1419 ft I 15778 
BA 14*501 
ft \ 1 492*7 
BA 170891 
70(7308 
894818 

1440 H M 50 1 
205(137 
It ,>72*.'t3 
1441— It \ I VC 
BA 1V15H 
HA 3*44:11 
144 J ft 1278*7 
144* BA48HI2 
BA ftVUH'J t 
BA 74(tlM 

144 S An T I E 

06442 
it 7073U 
ft 5880 lo 
144# HA 1XC 
HA kVC 
28600 
B A *:Ol^2H 
B A 736001 
74 ID 12 
1449 HA 2t)0| 
UA 78tMII 
1 2. t, 122 
HA *01*00 1 
470577 

1459 H A \f i 

da me 
n \ me 
ft 0*274 
BA 1777*11 
ft A ffiWUl 
ft 1(00502 
14 SI *587711 
it fi.miao 
1452— 1*1*117 

El A 211 W 44 
KA2>I! 

145 j It 1K021 

B 8)68*11 
14S5 - ft I VC 


,132677. 

S(167fM 
:1371 70 
JIMiVJm 
: in75t! 
01131*87 

381 L 00 
70*7fd 
811302 
*f«WI00 
M;*H7x 
0*2*70 
7H71N! 
30001*0 
S.51ft8- 
45703 
t4H7N4 
I 10*811 
T 77000 
71 MV 300 
Si (4 1 1* 


572(Vrt> 

onoxf - 

3 M 1*5 
I27H83 
1*842 
''muni 
71 P’S* 7 
50*08 

064 1 3 
7073* 
58007 I 

sot i xr 

IHIOIU 
28060 
430X0 
7:i.vu7 
74IOI9 
2020 
781 Ml* 

4*10800 

170697 

tfWlKC 

4UOCO 

4onur 

177509 

23*679 

8.5*810 
11.50274 
09 160 
249.14 
802500 

mil 

S| .51*01 

MH V* 


1479 

—BA 1 XU 

:i,‘,0V + 

1531 

TU-U-VX 

7011107, 


ft 839 15 

K5,f2x! 

1533 

2521 Hi 



B :v;'(x:ei 1 

:ux:t7x 


B\ 1X71H1 

IA/HH 

USD 

(1 2717X0 

2T2fnl!k 


ftA 570707 

aroxtio 


-HI 10X0 

494771 

1533 

- 30008 

Jim rio 


B A52 7 57 



ftA 3X701) 

.tx-p^/i 


H HK-cr.t 

X0.V2HU 


iKVk.ni 

*8627,0 

MSI 

HA 2W 1.0 

201X7 


4X.V.5 1 

4X67J7 


BA (22011.1 

12208+1 


XHV048 

K7(WKV 

M 12 

- 1 [knOjU. 

H/IT1302 

ISIS— B ItlKkUA 

:l08tuta 

M*3 

U A 2511101 

251711 

1537 

— ai79!+4 

:t 1790J 

H K.XS2X l 

XAX‘174 


UA 377708 

IE777X-1 

14*4 

ft 267(14 

2«S2ri0| 

1539 

—BA IXC 

OfrflVC 


ft mi 251 

101X05 


UA 252(58 

20281 

MSS 

ll 8702*1* 

8792 1 1 


HA 128207 

t 28236 

- IH02EH 

ESOTfli-Er 

1540 

—B A 25X20 

20842 


B winvra 

380O48 


BA 31C2XI 

:mi7mki 


M #6 

MR? 


ft 88-1427 
n 020*7 
ft omifti* 
U\ *01110 
203*0, 
BA 418*1(1 
V2277K 
It 0(87,51 
li 7310403 
MSS I! =7 ; 5 

1489 — .ft * »..HHI( 

BA *73»H1! 
itrifiini 
710112 

H 

M9# -LI 17127a 
iTOftMl 
7 0M2* 
722261 
H S8VI26 
H 720608 
0*70*0 
ft #99268 
B 021744 
U *17011 
*407 10 
11 M800IS 
1494 -11 EMV'Wl 
ll tSI6u:t!) 
U9S Uttimi 
11 1720*2 
149$ ft tsiVS 
ft 37140* 
1497 -H 27721 


. r i20IM> ! 
800(411 


m*4ftl 


M#i 

1492 

1493 


11S833 
6228: t£j ! 
83)1890 1 
737000 I 
-Vi7S2 l 
tMKHV-.( : 
17111k; 
100731 
7101 {.C 
8833131 - 

17129* 

370.500 

723335 

720027 

9*7078 

830278 j 
020163 J 
347106 
#44*7*4.1 

8SiV*'i^h 

sflowir 

UflQlfH 
1 884 13 
|72!*03 
is,vc; 
37316(1 
27751k | 


ft A 08 1 76 1 
1S41 iivnt 

5)4000 
1547 BA 327 Jn 
BA 533 1 W1 
BA 724 AOi 
1S41 -I* tH.VM - 

B 03408(1 
1544 10803 

4S2SH l 
B .50803 Ek 

1545— 0 5i.Ji.t80 l 

1511 

B A 37860A 

1547 74 1 

UA 2.1k i ki 

Hi 71IH 

l2*miVr 
1348,10 
108691* 
BA 270B37 

1548 ;-_-7‘(s7 
B 346300 

34(*6>{ 
fl 075) H14 

1649 - 

BA 237001 
UA 732001 
B 11770^4 

1S50 - 

BA iflKVfi 
3469 1 1 
HA 40(271 
BA *02113 


.(HIHIkl 

U Ml ill 
61*1*2 

32701 
1533250 
724Wk» 
3050 kh 
03,1088 
101 MM) 
4X211 1 S 
>18800 
6011817 

678*28 
1 I>1 

)*2S»*fk 

12200; 

1318,53 

I’lSl'iCl 1 

2709)15 

i^sikm 

.uvcc. 

3*056* 

ikTJKKiV 

i'lTtMO 

TAAtft* 

0770*2 

:i4V)l»i 


ft 961001 


1S52 Ck*+I 

43003 

— B 171128 

*70*0 

120314 k 

IAH02 

40313 

VJA77 1 

ftA nxiiwx 

3817,65 

il» 11*07 


1553 ft 01.101 

01530 

ft 87I21H1 


ft SfWXJ* 

K(oi«k7 

— B A 417)16 

41718 

ft 07(15)17 

979008 

BA 581002 

69M92 

15S4 ft *'.2.XT2 

15287 1 

— , 


ft J0tl566 

19738? 

B lA-WEC: 

L7)MVK!.-| 

1SSS— 33881 1 


ft ire 

lTdOfTC 

897883 

)Wk78Htl 


B 7(75)1 
ft xuttv 
15dl — 2 i5804;5 

9)77691 

1502 — (1 *»|025 
UU 


84001k 


ft in+6xi 

*0«2(2 

BA 390174 

38030: 1 

ft V 0+5V1 

l .1182.(8 

641 ’*52 

VI I35J 

5010X7 

601791 

7137M 

7 1 !J&11 

1456 ft 71S7 

2250 

iso* —Ha is 

IHKiS 

ft 160751 

1 5+VX84 

ft a atjois 

17408 

ft 86P0M 

8 MMMV1 

ISOS ll 3009 M 

SM.IM 

1451— ft :»4fi7 

*8 .j2 * 

ft 93971 

MOilfk 

ft 99:411 

M,Pf.21 S 

H 11*69(11 

lavfficj 

31(556 

,11 1*72 

ft IH037O 


1458- 


1596 


HA 114707 

1 11 X20 

ft 4 37A6U2 

rtTAMU | 

1459 -ftA 3*1630 

2(054 

IStkT — ft ,0111X8 

: 10 12X7 

ft A 4K440O 

40,16)81 

ISO* 27800 

27AIO 

ftA 709501 

TrtfHUtfp 

2 HI000 

2 XW00 

1469 IIA IXC 

:wD+.\i 

ft V 372*58 

37367m 

ttHWA 

.kfjt+ui 

ISIKk 11 1+20TM 

11KB (O 

BA 454581 

*54 031 

tli((77 

37344)3 


1469 


1441 — BA (VC 
BA FSC 
BA 201 1® 
BA 307AM 
1467— 

HA 2700.50 
1463- 

HA 101**7 
1464 mr.Mi:i 

ft Si 04 -Ml 
(VTUMkl 
II 72,1001 
7,55020 
ft H.e 

h me 

ft lie 
ll 150775 
1466 k* I7O0 
B <^'6( 
31*720 
ft 1I857K l 
1467— B 35(1111 
It 01*76 1 
BA 102201 
B indhOll 
14bS it A lolUMJ 
BA 1151 1 1 

1469 

BA 200*01 
B A 720755 

|l K3i dun 

1475 HA H i 

BA ire 
BA Hie 
BA 21x128 
1477 BA 100! J0 
HA 6H50.I 
1471 It \ 42*31 
BA 5257,51 
ft A 527018 
V55I7 
,532080 
I* (UW.MM 
I* 820 111" 
I* 78507 
S7:t820 
MT6- It 7K2lkt.2 

II 8*05111 
B 8(54347 

1477— ft* i; k ; 

ft A 7.80012 
147* 4311579 


1474 


MTS 


400 Vt ' 
SXf 

201 32 
3075*8.1 

404.5)3 

notia;! 

51075)1 

022590 

7*3351 

750000 

i. vra*' 

mine 

j. VUfC 

I .0 7S I 

4774 
(V«(,!0 
114 728 
080000 
- 1 .-I HU 
tm7im 
11*2270 
005001k 

1 JM58 

230-105 

720070 

H!it(|1V1 

5*wjKO 
MOOR’ 
JHHHKIC 
2 1 s:i57 
(0020 
515103 
32*75 
A ’5X7 7 
627254) 
657*36 
MV27MI 
004025 
82tk2Mk 
7840 k | 
X7-0MI! 
7H2!tS(l 
81051 I 

17425 

m 22 

*30300 


BIO 


0lV8NP f | 

ftA 1X0 
20.1.1 
BA (27502 
18,(201 

1S12 ft 131 172 
B iMI74:*r 

1513— ft 

ft iHV tiVk- 

ISM - 

It A 024171 
nii HA !\e 

*1 I 222 1* 
it* 2(17021 
1S16 17,5X111^. 

4340T21 

JS17 ft 20710 

ft 06! 27 
ISIS - ft 335407 

1919 

IJA i3imv* 
ft A 30.1(0)1 

mo hit 5i 

It A 720001 
ft,\ xitHmi 
08JU..J 

1521 -ft imiod 

ft 0074H1 

1522 

HA 3 2(7(1 
H V J 133* 
HA atflkl 
ftA '15802* 

1524 

HA 405)172 
U25 TJ 1,088 

1526 HA 7HH1 X 
HA iii.12-15 

1527 HA 0H2 t 

1504.13 
UA 328.527 
HI 2033 

1528 22021 L 

010766 

H KlOatfS 

1529 -BA laati* 
HA 11X121. 

l;i0746 
1510 B V 22,544 
235201 
UA 335080 
520051 
BA HSKMd 


IS 56 — ft i.vw 

1 10340 
(Will 
ft U72304 
1557 — ft *(- '10* 
(1 58120 * 
1&58 B XSu7(i 
EE U7:t«t7 

1559 ft 1 1450 
ft *8001 

500*3 
03IWJ5 
H 7VtI)0 

1560 — H T ini . | 

it UfitUM 

I’ClOS 
1562 — ft *1260 
t857l»l 
ft TfiXJWl 
13tt3!t7 


J4fl _ 
I ltd 73 
0084HH 
0724)3 
U2006 
58)403 
H12WI 
it; 

1 16)0) 
-tXlil.l 
.500771 
03300 
753*2 

1*0 1 1ST 

*92 1 1 7 
41*73 


■MV8X07 

Adoxe 


*37011 

483221 


IKKftVlfr 

0245) 3 
JSfiOX) 
22210 
2iV7fwHI 
1 75*00 
43472(1 

P’rltiXT 

83&502 

fttlllMi 

0090113 1 
1 1 *870 1 
72(175)1 
HliMiMt 
IP* 1320 
I UJ477 
18377 Ml 

13272 
i n mo 
at Ik* 
36SS ( l 

4(191*0 
727(148 
7*(>:*2 
403202 
0001 
1,50442 
32X580 
*127105 
2203 1 2 
610775 
839563 

1 kftl7 s 
13080" 
2266 1 1 
2352 1 
335252 
525X.T00 
fiViMCta 


B A !107*7 
ISM— 215417 
5035113 
15$S— SD131HJ 
ft 5*2100 
701418 

1566 — ft HWfy 
ft 1(0201 4 

1567 — ft (15221 
It 4544*5 

1550 ft A 2 17s,', 
UA *0*740 
1571 -H •,''!. l 
B 5U50 l 

VI ,1 . 1^ 

1573 — H TLfl+.l 

ft +H 232 tk 

1574 — 711*10 

42550(1 

1575 — riulT 

UK173t 

157$ - ft : I E a 1 
ft 2f i2.*HX 
4(157 14 
1577— B 05170 

1576— ft l. -o.'oi 

u i*v4'jr.i 

U ,337432 
1579— 130. 1*1 

14HKH 
31(0021 

15 M - 

BA 180401 
1562 — BA 24.128 
UA (ffif.il 3 
1513— ft A 023*8 
2 1 MU3 
1565— ftA 00X4 
HA 3O0C117 
1586 — B 136641 
I* 1 3X001 
ft t) 6 a 1 13 
1587 ft 324*1. i 

ft M7 HMSU 

1589 — ft 1 1. i.8i a, 

B 957033 

1590 B 1 IU2 
B (33251 
ft 364278 

1591— 725971 

U97— 

BA 223010 
BA 418227 
5(1382 
BA 9-1 1 Mil 


Mmn 
am* in 
613167 

1(96411 
lioino 
HA 223 
t.VLXIl 

*0X731) 

Vl>MWp 

741602 

701+52 

&42.172 

70*52 

42VfM 

71089 

14MIH79 

2021(7 

405725 

35287 

150238 

101513 

:i 

130705 

1411)16 

390750 

I »*V (1 17 
64066 
8877181 
112:107 
21608)1 
1181 li) 

3!«!723 
13*8-17 
HkHlJ7,| 
3.VJ3M1 
124873 
971071 
113817 
967840 
4440 
353*83 
3 1751 1 
72568H 

223032 
* mi UO 
niiSMi 
5* 15:1(1 
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Prayer for Our Deceased 1$ rot hors 


Dent* Lord, on re a (fit in we inter the joyous season when nil wen of t'h tint inn faith n let* rate Thy hirth, And 
wc are filled with joy O Owl, in the comforting thought, that ho great was Thy lore for an that Thou (eft Thy home 
in hvaren and were horn in puccrty in the Itumhlr stable in Bethlehem. And angel# sang and shepherd# adored and 
Wine Men worshipped the King of tilt , made Flesh to nave tin alt. Thy birthday is a ]oyoW$ time 0 Lord, and yet for 
many of ns it is tiftyed with sadness because of the loss of these our Brothers listed here. 

Lord, In (fund to them* Thmi, Who so turn! wen t hut Thou were horn of woman awl died to sure them, save 
these our Brothers and take them home with Thee. Let them know the supreme peace and joy of Christmas in Thy 
fyresence. 

Comfort their loved (men left O Lord, and brighten their Christmas a little with the consolation amt peace that, 
only Thou canal bestow* 

Awl remember ns too , dear Jt -ms, and send ns Thy help and Thy strength. We are weak 0 Lord, and need Thy 
lore and care. Guide us and guard as and make us to tin and lore in tin spirit Than taught and Thy angels heralded 
*m that night so many centuries ago when Thou were horn in Bethlehem, “Peace, an Earth, flood Will Toward Men!” 

A men 


Frank Brown, L, V\ No. t 

Bom September J, 7H#M 

Imii.Urti December 10, 1943 
Died October 14. 1930 

E. H. Elite tibrandt, L. U. No. I 

Bom May 8, 1893 

Initiated March 7, 1941 

Died October 17, 19 JO 

V, A * SjiNniiiiv* I*, r. No. I 

Barn April 4. 1894 

Initiated May J, 1922 

Died September 19, 1930 

lE<ibt‘ii McCann, L> I 7 , No* 9 

Bum September 1. 1889 

Reinitiated September 21* 1924 
Dud J*h tO, 1930 

Graiivid C. t'otvin, !** 1 '* No* 1 1 

Born Drctrmbet 27, 1912 

R, imitated September 2, 1947 
(tied September 27, 1930 

John V. Ulrntm, L. l\ No* IT 

Burn July 3 1. 1HH6 

Initiated October 28, 19th 

Died September 27. /9IH 


Frank L. Wegener, L* V * No. 18 

Burn October 20, 1900 

Iruttated April t. 1943 

Died September 17, 1930 

F. C. Cullender, l. V. No. fifi 

Born Match 3. 1888 

Initiated July 28, 1911 

Died August 2 ft. 1930 

W. X Dyson, ti* V. No* MX 

Born 1H fit 

Initiated May II, 75»tM> 

Died September 27, 1930 

Robot I Owen, L* F. No* 348 

Burn Frbmor 14. 1888 

Reinitiated June 27. 1943 

Died September 18, 1930 

A. E. Palfrey, I.. V. No. 348 

Burn September 24, 1897 

Reinitiated June 9. 1948 
Du-d Altitun 18. 1950 

John A. DeBaeckt 1 , I*. tU No, 349 

Born J Hue 24. 1 904 

Initialed February 17, 1940 
Died September 28, 1930 


J. K. Bright well, L* 1 * No. H 37 

Born Mar 17, 1892 

Reinitiated September 13, 1911 
Died September 14. 1930 

Thomas Grover, L* If. Vo, 8 X 0 

Bum ihwbvt 20. 1880 

Reinitiated October Jri, J942 
Died September 8, 1930 

Andrew Mnjurow, L* \ \ No. 1130 

t tit tfgted February 6 , 1918 

Died September 14, 1930 

01 is Mifcdlp L* F * No* 1205 

Barn September 28, 1908 

Imitated December 20, 1940 
Died September t, 19 30 

David C. Flood* I** F. No. 1245 

Burn February 21. 1899 

Initiated April I, 1942 

Died September, /PJll 

Benedict Giwm, L* V. No* 1320 

BorU January 4. 190) 

initiated July 2, 1942 

Died Oi ’ other 1, 1930 

Vndrew F. PHritfle, L, V. No* I 109 

Bom Oetnbet 23, 1*12 

Initiated June 18. 1950 

Died October 7, 1930 
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